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- TO THE ae oe 
Chriftian Reader | 


Grace and Peace. ae 


SL eer 
| Bs wile and holy | 

DS Ge p;-whoor-| - 
wer’ ders all. events to 
hise owt glory, to make uje of 
my late SecefSion for the) 
pei se divers, mot,Ty 
| AA ape 
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The Epiftle | 
bs unprofitable Tra€hates . || 
| wherein I much rejoyce that|| 
|my declined Age, even in|} 
that retirednefs, might be in| 
{any meafure ferviceable to| 


{bis Church: Now, Lfend| - 


| thefe Select Notions after}. 
their Fellows ; of which, 1)} 


ferved the belt wine ill 


| now. 


The intent of this bile : 
| 4 to put fome good Thoughts} : 
(Reader) into thy minde ,\\ 
| which would not otherwife , ate 
| perbaps ita tendered them- 








: tothe Reader, 


co 


felves:.to. thee ; -fuch ,' aé 1 


bope may not. a ‘little further 
thee; an thy journey to. Hea- 
coen:: And if in my:-Leboring 
thiuberward, I fall, through 


thofe a a wich 


conduce tothe animation and 
uigor of Chriftian pra- 
ile: Sach. Tchabé pro- 


pounded tomy Self, as most} 


bebooveful and neceffary ;| « 
— is this Age, into 





AS which 





























which we are faln; an Age || 
of more brain then heart, and 
that bath almost Ioft:P iety |} 
ma the chafe of fone litigious | | 
{| Traths. And furely had 1 || 
known how better to have | 
placed my hours » 1 fhould| | 
task: But, I must needs | | 
ay, I have found this im-| |: 
payment fo-nf eful aad proper, | | 
as that I have looked pon | | 
thofe  Polemical . Dif-| | 
courfes which -hawe been’ 
forced from mse , a6 no better | | 
_|then meeer Excurfions. 1 wis, | | 
it will be long enough, eve we | | 
(Mall wrangle sur elves into | | 
_. >.» Heaven: | 











-totheReader, = aa 


Flearven: It inuft be true) 
| contrition, pre confciences, 
boly affections, heavenly oif- 
prfitions, hearty devotions , 
found Regeneration, Faith 
working by Love, an humble 
walking withGopn that 
fhall help us thither ; and| 
| whatfoe-ver may tend. to the| 
advancing of any of thefe} 
gracious Works ins, is) 
worthy to be dear and precé-' 
| ous. 7 ! 
~ Sucbpaffages, Reader, if 
thou fhalt, according to m 
hopes, meet with here , blefsi| 
Gon with me, and im-: 
prove them to the best ad- 
| evantage: 


= are 





2 The Epiftle, &c. 


vantage of thy Soul: Thus 

{hall our gain be mutual, and | |. 
our account happy in the day | |. 
lof the Lord Jefus : Inj} 





| whom farewel. 5 
: | 

From Higham, 
neer Norwich hy 
| Febr.7. 1647. ane 
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| 
29, F miracles be ceafed,, 
men yer marvails . will: 
“me never ceafe. There: 

| is no creature in the! 
world, wherein we may not 
fee enough to wonder at’;. for; 
there isno worm of the earth, 
no fpité of grafs, no leaf; nol} . 
twig, wherein we may not fee 
the footfteps of a Deity : The. 
beft vifible Creature is:man ; 
now,. what mam-is hé that can. 
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14 Select Thoughts. 


make but an hair, or a ftraw,: 
1 much lefS any. fenfitive crea- 

ture; foas no lefs thenan in- 
i finite power is feen in every 
{object that: prefents it felf to 
jour eyes ; if cherefore we look 
 {onely upon the outfides of} 
thefe bodily fabftances, and 
| do not fee God in every thing, 
| we are no better then brutifh ; 
{making ufe meerly of our 

\dence svithour the :leaft im- 





| wifible objet : Lord what a 
cee es | | beaft 
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beaft ama I chat I have fizfleved 
| mine eyesto becaken ap with: 
| Shapes; andcolousand quate 
tities , <arid :have onat ~toobe 
deeper: ae thee ( With awful 
ite “ ‘wohder) iae- 
very parcel ofithy pricat Crear 
nothing burthee ; and lodkar} - 
all ‘vifible ‘things, ‘hut as slie 
meer fhadesys of a glorions 


tae Da ha 
onely fafe and sight , when) 
they are-dediiced from: God, 

> have chem: iife ; fron 

Heaveh. ;cchen -onely can.1 
take. comfort vof. my: love, 
when canlove my wife,my | 
childe, my friend, any felf nay 
pleafures.,: aad whatfoever | 
oe | con- 
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Oe ae ES ge gh ee NG er ae eng eg ee Kae, Ta 
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contentments in:God s-cthus I 
may be:fute not ‘to offend et 
ther insheaobjé&jdrmeafure; 


fhould: this holy refpe& deth 
both dire&:.and limit him, 
the confcience’ .af.@ lawful 
fruition : the like: muft be faid 
of our joy, and fear, and 


_{ affeGtion;for we cannot derive 














be- 


in 





| And if our affeCtions -do. 








saieie ania mec 


| and fhuts:up shis:delights:.in | | 






rief, and what ever other] 






our joy from God, if we place}. - 
it upon any finful thing 5:,0r) | 
if we exceedinthe meafure of} | 
things .alloweds we. cannot}. 






| ifie be cowardly, and defpe-| . 
rate , norour grief, if it be} — 
meetly worldly and bearle, | . 


RO: man:icaty, in: God -loyve| 
whom he fhould nos, norimi-~| 
moderately: love whom he|_ 


Seed ¥ Thowgha! 





fi from above,thiey will fire- | 
| ly end there, clofing upin' hie: 
God. whois the ‘Auchorand 
ordéret of them ; ‘and ftich as 
‘our afféCtions are, “hich will bé 
the whole difpofition of the 
foul, “and the whole eatriage | 
of ouradtions ¢ T hefe aye the |. 
feet of the foul); and which | 
way the feet walk’ the whole | 
man goes ; happy is the'man 
that can be f r Y he matter | 
of himfelf, as to entertain no 
affe@tions but fuch‘as he cakes 
upon the rebound from Hea- 
ven. - a 






Whence is . this dies 
{centin this Rofe,and Violet ¢| 
It is not from the root , that 
finelis of nothing , not from: 
the fralk, that is.as fencelefs a ! 
the ; 
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Select Thoughts; 


the noass, not from the garth || 


iwhencejt grays, which cope 


| sribyses 0 - more to rhefe 

_| Aowers then. 20: she grafs 

shat;-grows - by. them: 5. nor] 

from wa leaf, nos: pte 
9 


before sig be 


SWields. po mong faze. 
{ grance then the lnaf, ox ftalh, | 


Ox TOPt syet here: I now. finde 
it, ngisher.is ithere by. any 


-2 
wm 

ti. 
ay | 
BB: 

2 


kigde yield-the Jame redor| 
lence; it cannot be, but thatit] - 
was potentiall ly in “chat root, | 
and ftem fforh which the]; 
flowers pidcced 5 and’ oye ; 
placed, and rhenee drawn b 


that mower whic 


hath -given nadie :admitable 
VErTUES to feveral. “re ; and | - 





| . Select Thoughts. 

ee 
educestheny ihis duefrafons| 

tothefe excellent perfsétions. 
It isthe fame hand that works 
| fpiritually ih His elect ; ‘out 
tof she foyl of the renewed 
heats: 5 wateted wish: — = 














ould: beno more ftraige to | 
lus, then ¢hat this Rofe: arid} 
| Violet ane not'to‘be found, 
ibue in’ their own: mdneths > 
it: tq ‘enough chat the ome a 
Vertue is iftill in othe: poor, 

, hove be 
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- | what differtrice:is chere tobe 
_ pimade betwixt days and yedrs 


—— 


Select. Thowghss, 
ough che ‘dower be-: va 


{tt i | 
Leafiéa og ancisoue shiceca 


saw 
. ? o., t . = 
an - s . ete Ns ’. * Pade Pod - “o> a | ’ 
Ae las a a Sa ea) YF - 


: footy ALAS vie 
A:mian that looks:at all 

| things through the‘confiderai- 
| thom iofieremicy:, “makes: ho 
| waore’iafi-ac whan, chen: of'a 
| flower >. thatlalts'fome days, 
‘| he laftsfome years ; attheir 
';period,. both fade: Now, 


in the. thoughts. of -areternal 
| duration » Herein therefore { 
[haves great advantage ofa 
|carnal heart;fuch zone boun> 
ding his narrow conceits with 
{the prefent condition, ‘is rea: 
dy coadmire himfelf, ando-. 


| thers, :for. what they haveor| - 
jare, and isthereforeidejea-| 
| ed- upon’ ievery mifcarriage 2 

‘ ph. 


| where- 


wee Bia ee ee ae 
































whereas: = Taal le 6 
chat ‘rian; dnvall this glos 
vanithing’ \ ofidly- mea ving 

every thas’ feliciey + i} 
|hopes and interrefs wh Sh he : 


hath ina bleffed — 


Mae ‘ : OMG: : oO 
“when I. ‘amidead and for: | 
potter,’ the mor willbe as’ 
ici,” “the fame facceiions’ 
and Warieties ‘oF feafons; che | 
fame revolutions: of Heaven, | _ 
the’ fame: changes : of: Barth, 
and: Sea, !thetfikee -oceuk-) 
rents“of riatieal: events: amds 
humane ‘affairs. Te ionot i — ei 
wer tO ape goon pang of. 


things) ‘Of :t67 ent: what _— 
mutt et te foal do fe = 
but’ quiedy frake iny part 0D) 


thé’ prefer and turibly leave) : 
the cata the fale 40 en a 


om 
_ 
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"ita his mow ibaly and ju pur 
pole, 


| ‘the: Ghuyeh', is; the, Choeks 






Select Thang bE. : | 
‘al- wife «providence, which | | 


onderech all rhings ( sen te 
molt drofs events ). accordi 


a: aha Seis ee reyes ini 


| : se int ate a id sabre | 
‘ The Scripture is the Suns | | 


whofe hand, points us ta, and 
wholk,> found, celsius she 
hoursof the day ,the:Sun we | 
know to besire,and regularly 
configint: in dis-mozion ;:the.| | 
Clock asin may. fall ous, may. 7 
Berton faltsen tho flowy wears | 
wont to look.at,: and.liften.co’/: 
the Clock 9’ = the.time| 


ofshe day, buc i welinde 4 | 
[eove: ada ‘Sut: gia the | 


Glock, hot the Klock, againtt 


| the Sun. . As ther; we. wand 





i Ua * | condemn 




















Seles Thowpbre: . 
| concent Bid Sof/imneh foligs 
dua Hosa plates antl 
the: Clotk” ini hie: the 
Sins ee Wet baejart! 
tix the ati foveditlit (O8E: what 

will Hathee thik 63 “ne 
Chatch ‘then. ts the: Setis : 
. Pe | - 


ede Ay7 vue 


LM Blwic lion: 


a Witet : saatdlg igh re 
| ——— God divei to snan 
jaboye all “his: Loh i yfible 
| Cteatutes. ! what: a> héufe 
hath ‘he put hire atddo ow |. 
sloddutly arched, Kow-tichly 
averhented --}- "Wherefore a 
érves call - “the farritute: WE | 
Heaven andBarth; But for hey} 
we»: What delieaté roVific | 
\on Ageh thet Soutifal-hand| 
{made fot his palate, Noli of 
{mears and — By —_ : 


aad a, a ee 


+ + hee we: 
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menr gra(s ig more acceptable |: 
co Beafts.- Yea, what, Crea-|- 
ture’ bue, dae js capable.to | fur: |: 
vey ‘Gods 'wond he}. 


Select Thoughts. 


| he is capable of that celeftial 


| Glory, which is within that 
‘| beautiful contignation’ to be 


|a companion of the . bleffed |. 


| Angels, yeato bea limb of the 
| myftical Body of the eternal 
| Son.of God, and to. partake 
| withehim of his everlafting 
| and incomprehenfible glory ¢ 


| Lord, what 1 man that thou art} 


| thus mindful of him ¢ and how 
| utterly unworthy are we even 
| of common mercies, if we re- 
{ turn not to our God, more 
| advantage of glory, then 
| thofe poor creatures that 
| were made for us, and which 
| cannot in nature be fenfible 
| of his favors ¢ 


VIIL 


|. How plainisit that all fen 
_| fitive things are ordered by an 
B inftinct 





2) 
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inftinét from their Maker? He/| 
that gives them being, puts 
intothem their feveral difpo- || 
fitions , inclinations, facul-|| 
ties, operations. If we look |} 
to Birds:the Mavis, the Black- | 
bird, the Red-breft have!| 
throars mneable toany note, || 
as wedaily fee they may be 


taught ftrains utterly vary- || 
-ing from their natural tones , 
‘yet they all naturally have 


the fame fongs and accents 
different from each other, and | | 
fully according totheir own | | 
kinde; {fo as every Mavis hath |.| 
the fame ditty wich his fel-| . 
lows : If we mark the build-| } 


ing of their nefts, each kinde | } 


obferves its own fafhion and 
materials, fome clay, others | } 
mofs, hair, fticks ; yed if] | 


their very motions and reft- 


Select Thoughts. 97 | 
ings, they are conform to. 
their own feather, difference | 
from others. if to Beafts,they | 
ali untaught obferve the fafhi- 
ons of their feveral kindes.Ga- 
len obferves that when he was | | 
difle@ting a She-goat big ‘ 
with young,aKidthen ready | 
to be yeaned ftarts out, and 
walks up and down the 
room, and there being in | 
the fame place , fee feveral 
veflels of oyl, hony, water 
milk, the new fan Kid 
{mells at them all, and re- 
fufing the reft falls colapping 
ef the milk, whereupon he 
yaftly infers’, thae. nature } 
ftays not fora Teacher. Nei- 
ther is it other in Flies, and all 
forts of the meaneft vermine, 
all Bees build alike, and order 
the Common-wealth of their: _ 

—— - B2. . hive : | 
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Select Thoughts. 








‘hive in one maner; all Ants 
keep their own way in their 


houfing, journeys, provifi- 
ons ; all Spiders do as -per- 


| feétly and uniformly weave 


their web, as ifthey had been 
Apprentifes tothe trade, the 
{ame inftinGs are feen alfo in 


‘|the rational Creatures, al- |} 


‘| ties. 


though in moft cafes overru- || 
led by their higher facul- 


What an infinite provi- 
dence then is this we live un- 
der, that hath diftributed to 
every creature, as a feveral 
form, fo feveral inclinations, | | 
qualities, motions, proper to | | 
to their-own kinde, and diffe- | |: 
rent from other ; and keeps 
them in. this conftant unifor- 


mity, and variety, forthe de- 
light and contentment of 


man! 





> 
















| Select Thoughts. 


man! O God, that I could)’ © 
be capable of enough won- | 
dring at thy great works ! |. 
ithat I could be enough hum- 
\bled under the fenfe of my | 
own incapacity, that I could} — 
give thee fo much more glo- 
ry, as I finde more vilenefs | _ 
in my felf. RS ae 


IX. 

When I faw my precious 
watch (now through an iun- | 
happy fall grown irregular) 
taken afunder, and lying fcat- 
tered upon the workmans 
fhop-board; fo as here lay a 
wheel, there the balance, here. 
one gimmer, there another, 
ftraight my ignorance was 
ready to think,. when and 
how will all thefe ever peece 
together again in their former 

—B3 order ¢ | 





_ 


| Select Thong bts. me 


order? But whien the skilfyl 


{ breaches of x Sion, & repzir 
‘the rnines of t 


Artifan had taken it a while} 
in hand, and curioufly pin- | 
‘ed the joynts, it now began 


tOreturn to its wonted fhape, 


and conftant motion, as if ie} | 


had never been. difordered: 


How could I chufe but fee in 


this, the juft embleme of a 
diftempered Church and 


State ¢ wherein if all feem} t 
| disjoyneed, and every wheel | { 
laid afide by it felf, fo as an} | 
unknowing beholder would} | 
difpair of a redrefs, yet if it] 








t 


| 


hall pleafe the great Artiff of | - 


Heaven to put his hand unto 
it, how foon might it return 
to an happy refetkement 2 
Even fo, bleffed Lord, for thy 
great mercies fake make upthe 


y Ferafalem - 
xX. We 


el 


; 
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= X 

Weare, and we arc not, all 
one sans children: Our 
bodies once met in one root, 
bur our mindesand difpofiti- 
ons do fo differ, asif we had 
| never been of kin: one man is | - 
: fogentle and plauftble that he 
would fain pleafe all’; ano- | 
‘cher is fochurlifh and dogged | 
that he cares not whom he 
| difpleafes, and hardly can be 
|well pleafed with himfelf: | 
One fo {paring and pinching 
|thae he grudges himfelf ne- 
ceflaries , another {o- vainly 
lavith, that he cares not how 
he {quanders his eftate: one is | 
tenderly pitiful , another 
mercilefly crucl; one regi: : 
oufly devour, another wildly | 
profane; one cowardly fear- 

- B 4 ful, | 
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| ful, another defperately cou- |} 


ragious: one jovially cheer- 


| ful and lightfome, another 


{ad and dumpifh, even to ftu- 
pidity : one petulant and wan- 
ton, another aufterely conti: || 
nent; one humble and low- |}. 


conceited. of . rich indow-|} |. 


ments, another fwoln big 


with a litle. He did. never] } 


read men to purpofe that is 
too much troubled with the} | 
harfh and unpleafing contra- | |. 
riety of humors, which he |} 
meets with in the world, and | | 


The fhall be too unthankful to| | 


God, that finding. himfelf| |. 
better compofed then others, | |. 


knows not whither td afcribe | | 
{it ,and too negledtive of him-| |. 
~Hfelf, that finding his own| |. 


diftempered, labors not to re- 
Sieit 8 8 9.) | 
a XI Na- 





Select Thoughts. 









. XL — 
Nature, Law, and Grace | 
divide all. the’ Ages of the 
|world;, now as.it is inman 


(who is a lefler world) that in| 


every day th:re is a refem- 
blanceof his whole life; the 


morning is-his childehood,| 


the mid-day. his youth:, the: 
evening his old.age ; fo isit in: 
this.greater World ,. the dim 


break of day wasthe ftate of) 


nature, and this was the non- 
ge of the world, wherein the | 
light of knowledg ,. both of 


humaneanddivinethingswas| 
but weak and obfcure. The 4. 
Sun was rifen: higher inthe: 


ftate of the Law:, but-yet not 


withoutthick mifts and fhad- } 


ows.,. till‘ the. high-noori. of 
that true Sun of Righteouf- 


- Bs” nefs, 
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nefs, who perfonally fhone 
forth to the world ; upon 
-| whofe vertical’ point began 






the age of Grace, that ftill 
continucs, whiGris the clear 
afternoon , and full vigour of 


the World, though now in its} 
fenfible declination : after} | 
this, there fhall be no time, | |. 
but eternity. Thefe then are | | 
they, which both the Pro-| |: 
phets and Apoftles have {tiled 
the laftdays; not onely in re-| |- 
{pet of the times that went | | 
before them, but in regard | |. 
that no time fhall follow] ° 
them: neither have we reafon 
| to bogle at the large larnude 
of fixteen hundred years ; 
there was neither of the two 
other periods of age, bue 
were longer then this:: Be- 
fides, how ever, newer 
| an 
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| zand youth have their fixed 
terms which they ordinarily 
pals not, yet the duration of 
old age is indefinite: We have | - 
in our yously Known fome 
gray-heads ‘that have con-| 
tinued vigorous, till we have | | 
lived to match them in the 
colours of their livery. | 
Andif thisbe (asicis) the; =~ 
Evening of the :World, do] . 
we not fee much diffetence of 
time in the fhutting in of the 
Light ¢ A Summers Evening, | 
isa Winters day, burcif theie| 
were to the Apoftles the laft} — 
days, how canthey be other| 
theninthe lafthour, ‘yea,the}; 
Jaftminuceuntous?: | 
Why do we not put our. 
felves into.a conftane expecta- 
tion of the end of all things , 
‘and fet our fclves’in a meet 
oe . .. pofture 
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et eee 
















| pofture for the receit of our ||- 
| returning Saviour ¢ 
XII. ; 
It is a feeling and experi- | |. 
mental expreffion that the} |. 
co. . | Apattle gives of a Chriftian, | | 
1,” | That be looks not om the things | |. 
which are feen ; not that his| |. 
eyesarefodim as. old Jfaaes,| |. 
‘that he cannot difcern them, 
or that his inward fenfes are 
fo itupified, that he cannot 
judg of theirtrue value: but} | 
that, taking anexaé view of} | 
thefe earthly things, he dif-| | 
cries fo much vanity ia them, 
as that he findes them not: 
worthy to be looke at with | 
the. full: bent of. his: defires ;| | 
| like asic is not the meerfight:| | 
of a ftrange beauty that is:| 
forbidden ( fora man may as| | 
: Laan | well 








| well look upon a fair face, as | 
upon a good picture) but a} 
fetled and fixed alpet, chat | 


S) elect | Thoughis. | 


feeds the eye, and draws the 


‘| heart to a finful concupi- 
| fcence: Thus doth not the 
‘| Chriftian. look upon the 


f 


| things that are feen,as making | 


| them the full {cope , and aym 
| of his defires and affections : 


| So far he takes notice of | 


‘them, ‘as to make his beft 


k 


\ 


(that is, lawful and moderate) 
ufe of chem ; not. fo, as to 


'| make them the chief” object-| 


-| of his contemplation , the 
‘| main drift of his cares It is 


‘| well obferved by S. Bafif, | 


,| thas as there‘are two-contrary: 


| ways, the broad, and:the nar-| 
row; fothere are two guides, | 


I 


;|ascontrary, Senfe and Faith - 
‘| Senfe: prefents: to:us-the plea- 


~~ 


ee aa 


. 2e 


Eh. | fing) 








638 Select Iboughts. || 
fing delights of this world, 
on the one fide ; on the other, 






miferies and torments abid- || 
ing for finful fouls in che|) 





‘ C-. : 
fent and viftble Aion, and j 
to yield himfelf hood-winke, | - 
to be led by Faith, forepromi- 
fing onely better things afar 
off,.and foreadmonifhing him | | 
of dangers, furure and invifi- 
ble. - Faith onely is that he- | | 
roical vertu, which makes a| 

man 
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“man with an holy contempt 
* to overlook all the pleating 
* baits of che world, and with 
’ a brave courage and fortitude 
“to defpife all the menaces ,| 
' and painful inflixtions of his 
* prefent fury: This works our| 
“eyes, noc to fook upon the| - 
‘ things which we cannot but 
| fee, the prefent fhews of the 
4 world, whether alluring, or | 
' tesrifying : Had Zot but looke 
‘| back on Sedans, thre pleafant 
4 plain of Sedom, thatlay like} 
the Garden of God behinde 

| his back,hehad never efcaped | 

‘into the monntain: Hadthe| 
| glorious Protomartyr fixed his 
:| eyes onely upon his perfecu- 
‘| tors, his heart could not but) 
4 have failed, to fee the firein | 
| their faces , the fpaskling of 
‘| their cyes, the grindiag of 


their 








ra 




















Select Thoughis. 
their teeth, the bending of 
their brows, the {topping of 
their ears, their furtous run- |} 
ing upon him, their violent 
halings anddraggings , and 
‘| laftly, a whole volly of ftones |} 
difcharged mortally .upon,| 
him ; he had been utterly; 
daunted with fuch an impe-} 
tuofity of deach: But he, as 
not feeing any of this pomp, 
and oftentation of horror, 
looks.up ftedfaftly to Heaven, | | 
_|and there fees ( that which 
might well make him blinde | | 
to all other vifible objects ) | | 
the Heavens open, and Jefus).. 
ftanding at the right hand of; | 
God; and upon this fight, he} | 
fhuc up his eyes, and flept.! | 
Fhe true Chriftian then, hath | | 
with holy 06, madea cove-| _ 
nant with his eyes,notto look 
a upon}. 
















Sele Thoughts. 


-upon, either the crucl infolen- AS 


-cies of the raging world with | 
fear and dejectednefs, or on 
the tempting vanities of the 


_world with amorous glances $|_ 


. but with a fober.and conftant 
-tefolution entertains the ob- 
-je@ts of both kindes. Very | 
jjuly did Tertullian jeer that 

{Heathen Philofopher, who 
{pulled out his eyes toavoyd 






| blinde to luft : and svhat the 







| world,and earthly objects, he 
| beheld them not. How oft 





ne 















{concupifcence ; and.can tell}. 

{him,that.a Chriftian can hold | 
{his eyes,and yet behold Beau-| 
| ty unbewitched;and can be at }. 
| once open-eyed to nature,and |. 


| Apoftle faid of the Ufe, he}. 
| canpractife ofthe fight of the} 


| Cah fo behold them, asif he}. 


,|havewe, ina deep ftudy fixed | 
mie our | 








Select Thoughts. 











things which cannot yet be 
feen, but fhall, once, in the |] 
of them make me blefs- || 
ed: And let menot look on|| 
the things that are feen; for}: 
the things that are feen are|’ 
temporary, but the things 
which are notfeen,are cternal. 


XU 

| There is not more ftrange- 
nefs then fignificance in that 
| charge of the Apoftle, That} 












we 


eel 


eeepc ne 
‘we should put on the Lord Rom.3. 
Fefus Chrift. The foul is (as) Gii.3.27. 
‘ were) a body; not 

‘and properly fo, accotding to 
the pon error of Tertullian; 
“but by way of allufion: This 
‘body of the foul, then, may 
‘not be naked, but muft be 
-clad , as our firft parents. were 
-afhamed of their bodil 
- nakednefs, (and fo ftill are a 
their (not favage) pofterity,) | 
‘fo may we of our fpisicual. | 
. Bvery finner is naked , thofe | 
rags that he hath, are fo far 
:from hiding’ his makednefs , 
- that they are part of it; his 
. faireft moralities are bur glit- 
teting fins, and his fins are his 
L efs: Azren had made 
; Yrael naked to their fhame ; 
} Mot fo much inthat they were] 
| fripped of their earings Se 
; tnat 





256 





Exod. 32. /- 


44 Select Thoughts, 


that chey were enwrapped inf 
the fin of idolatry. No mar-[ 
vel if we run away, and hide 
‘us from the prefence of God,}- 
as our firft parents did, whiles} 
we are gui vy to our felves of} 
our Spiritual deformity : As} 
then we-are bodily naked,}. 
| when we come into: they 
“| world. fo we are fpiritually} 
naked whiles we are of thejl- 
world ; neither can it be either} 
fafe, or comely for.us, till wel]: 
be covered: There. is nojj 
clothing can fit the foul but}}- 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, allo-|j 
ther robes in the wardrobe of}; 
Earth, or Heaven, are too} 
_| flere, too ftraight , like thofe|} 
which the {corn of Hanan put || 
upon Davids meffengers,/{ 
reaching but to the hams ; for| 
though the foul of man be) | 
oe finite, 





a it an Se we 
<4 


\ 
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ayeinite , the fin of the foul is 

, \ucarce fo; and that fin muft 

* "be covered, elfe there can be 

1 {NO fafety forthe foul, accord-| 

<fanB 60 that of the Pfalmift : | ptaiga.r. | 
Bleed is he whofe tranferefion| 

OUT b forgiven , whofe fin ws cover- 

1 2: None therefore but the 

MY 'sobes of an infinite Righte- 

: ,oulnels , can cover the foul fo 

et ;wofully drefled; none there- 

pf OCS but the Lord Jefus 

it” Chrift, who is God bleffed 

“forever, can cover the foul, 

tet shat it may not appear unrigh- 

Ke teous s or can cleanfe the Sul 

Hy ythat it may not be unrighte- 

rat. os ; and cleanfed it muft be, 

) ere the Lord Jefus can be put 

Ike? on: We fhall wrong his perfit 

ae Holine(s, if we think we can| , 

flip him on, as a cafe, over 

~ beaftly rags:: Ic is with 

rs 


orm 
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us, as with Fofhus the high 

Zech.3. 4-| Prieft; The filchy garments. 

muft firft be taken off, and. 

then the Lord fhall fay uns 

us: Behold, i have caufed thin 

— to pas from thee, andl 

will clethe shee with changes 

rayment. | 

We put ona garment whe, 

we apply ic all over to ouf 
body; fo as that pare which 

is clothed, appears not, buts} 
idefended from the air, an 

| from the eye: if we have 
truely put on the Lord Jetus, 

nothing of ours i$ feca, butt 

Chrift is all in all, co us; ak) 
though this application gocs| 

| yet deeper; for we fo put hm] 

jon, chat we not onely put our} 

felvesinto him, but alfo pu} 

him into ourfelves, by a mm! 

| — {aual kinde of Spiriewal. incor; 
| poration. | We 
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We put him on ther, : 
Sur Treellegtual parts “= 
cnowing him, by beleeving | 
onhim.. { This sserernal life to | 
knew thee, and whom thou haft 
fet, {aith our Saviour ;) and 
tor Faith, no grace doth fo | 
enfibly apprehend him, and 
make him fo feelingly ours. 

_ We pat him on uponour 
wills, and affeGions , when 
we take pleafure in him,when 
we love him, delight in him, 
and prefer him toonr chicfeft 





oy. 
| Thus do we put him on; as 
our Lord, in our humbleand | _ 
-duafal frbjeQion; 2s out] 

Jefus,in our faithful afhance ; 
‘as Chrift., the anoimed of 
‘God:, robe our King, in all 
tholy obedience s..ow Prieft ; 
if our willing confecration | 
De a tO 
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tohim; our Prophet, in out 

cheerful readinefs to be in 
| ftru@ed by him: How 
happy are we, if we be thus 
decked; we prank up thelq. 

| poor carcaffes of ours gaily 
with no {mall expence; and 
when we have done, the ftufiy. 
or the fafhion, or both, wes 
outtonothing: But, here isq. 
garment that will never by 
out of fafhion ;, p= Chrift 
| yefterday, and today, audth| 
| fame for ever 5 yea, the fame. 
tous: here, we put him oni. 
Grace , there, in eterna. 
Glory. — oo 

“The Jfraelites were fours 
Deut. 16. | years in the wildernefs , yet. 
| their fhooes not worn, thei, 
apparel not impaired ; bum: 
‘this attire fhall not onely hol@. 
good in therime of our wam : 
| dring}’ 
\ 


“t 

“ 
" 

: 





Select Thoughts, 49 


dring in this defarr, but after 
we are come intothe Cassa | 
of glory, and is beft at taft. 
‘Wherefore do we put ‘on-our 
choifeft attire on. fome high 
days, but to teftifie the cheer- | _ 
fulnefs of our hearts : Let thy Beclef'.9.7, 
garment be white, faith the | 8. 
Preacher, for now God accept- 

th thy works : Mephibofbeth 
‘changed not his raiment fince 

David went out, as one that | 
‘would have the-forrow of his 

iheart {een in the néglect of his | 
Clothes; alchough many a one 

under a gay coat ‘hath an 

heavy heart, but this attire 

‘doth not ‘onely teftifie, but - 

make cheerfulnefsinthefouls} — - 
Thon baft given me more joy of | Ptais.7. 
beart, then they had inthe time ) 
that: their corn and their wine 

increafed , and, In thy prefence 

eee. & _&s 


_ aren ene nemesis magma ne = . 





.5o 


Luk.16.i9. 


| cloth? But this aray, as itis} 
| infinieely rich and_ beautiful, 


Ephef6. 


| the foul; andis no lefs then 


affaults, all miferies. 


Select Thoughts. 







naked, or clad. with hair} 


fo it isas furely defenfative off 
armor of proof againft all] 


What a deal of coft .and 
pains do we. beftow. upon! 
thefe wretched bodies of 
ee ours, ° 
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jours, Onely to make them 
-| pleafing and lovely tothe eye : 
.|of fome bebolders, :as. mife-. 
{rable, perhaps, as our felves ; | 
‘and yet when we ‘have all 
‘{done, we are (it may be)‘no. 
| better then hard-favord,, and | 
+unhandfome: creatures, and 
{contemptible in thofe . eyes 
| from whom. we defired moft 
‘| approbation ; Fezebel, for all 
| her licking, is caft out of the | - 
| window, and: troden to dirt 
{in the ftreets:: Butthis robe} _ 
| wecan not wear, and not be | 
jamiable. in the eyes of the’ 
| holieft : Behold thou art fair ,' 
| 9 beloveds behold thou art fair, | 
| and there _— in thee: Lo, 
in this cafe, the. apparel | 
-|makes the man, neither is it 
| inthe power.af-any {piricual 
:|deformity, to-make us other 
2. 2: Ga. then: 





Cant.2.15./ 
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then lovely,in the fight of our 





| therefore become of the out- 


| my Lord Jefus ; fo fhall I be 


{upon our fouls: This is the||:. 


_ |fenfe, with the Spoufe in the} |: 
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God, whiles we have Chrift |}, 
put on upon us. What ever 


ward man, letit be my care 
that my foul be vefted wich | 


fure, to be fafe, rich, amiable |]: 
here, and hereafter glorious. |}: 
_ It was part of our Saviours |]. 
charge upon the mount, Take || - 
no care what to puton s but it||: 
muft be the main‘ care of our||:. 
lives, how to put on Chrift|t: 


prime ftole wherewith the fa- | «: 


{ther of the Prodigal, graceth | 


his returned fon; the heaven} » 
of heavens isnot worth fuch | |: 
another; when I have once| |: 
gor this on’my back, I ‘fhall| |: 
ay, though in’a contrary| }: 


| Canticles :\¢. 





‘ Canticles:I have put on my coat, | Cants. 3- 
bow foall I put it off ? Ihave; 

, wafhed my feet, how fhall Idefile | 
theme 


XIII. 

- With how devout paffion 
“doth the Pfalmift call co all 
the works of the Almighty to 
. praife him ; as well {uppofing, 
‘thar every creature ( even 
‘thofe that have no tongues to 
{peak for cthemfelves) yet 
“have a tongue to praife their 
Maker; The heavens declare the . 
\ glory of God, and the firmament 
| fheweth his. handy work ; Day: 
{unto day ustereth [peech, and. 
| night unto night fheweth know- 
| ledg : There is no {peech nor | 
| Language, where their voyce is. 
| not heard , neither is the very: | 
| earth defective in this duty. :: | 
4 . C3 Every: | 






Pfalig.i: 
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— |bellows,  bleats , _ brays ,|- 


Every plant fayes,look on me, 






| fying the infinite wifdom and |. 


|them, and placed them in |. 
{thofe . watery. habitations ; |. 


Select Thoughts. 







and acknowledg, the life, co- 
lour, form, {mell, fruit, force|| 
that I have from the power of 
my Creator: every worm and ||. 
flic {ayes look on me,and givel]: 
God the praife of my living, |}. 
fenfe, and motion: every bird}} 
{ayes ; hear me, and praife|}. 
that God who hath given me|}. 
thefe various feathers, andi 
taight me  thefe — feveral||: 
notes: every beaft; whiles hej|}. 


barks, roars, fayes, It is!!.. 
God that hath given me this |: 
fhape, this found: ; yeathe}|.: 
very mute fifhes, are in their;| 
very filence, vocal, in magni-|| ; 


power of him that made}, 


: 
| a 


Le|| 
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Let every thing that hath breath | Pauicule. 
faith the Pfalmift, praife the 

Lord. Yea the very winds 
whiftle, and the fea roars out 

the praife of the: Almighty, 

who both raifes, and allays 

them at pleafure ; what a 

fhame were it for man, to 
-whomalone God hath given 

an underftanding heart, a 

‘nimble tongue, and articulate 
language, wherein he can ex- 

: pre s his rational thoughts, to 

‘be wanting to this fo univer- 

{al devotion 2 and to be as in- 

‘{enfible of the great works of 

God, as the ground that ‘he 

treads upon? If others fhall 

| be thus unthankfully damb,; 
| Yet praifethouthe Lord , 0 my | Plal.103.1 
| foul, and all that is within me | > 

| bles his bol name ., whiles I live | pta.146.1, 
| will T sraifeebe Lord , Iwill fing |» 

: C4 pr sife oo 


. 
4 
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—|with holy defires, and m 


| It may feem a ftrange er-|| 


Lok.1 2.49. 


“| knew-not of what fpirie they 
_ | were; yet here, he makes it 
“this own bufinefs, to fend fire 







S elect. Thoughts. | 


praifes tomy God whileft I have| 
any being. But alas Lord chou 
knoweft,, I cannot fo much as 
will to praife thee, without 
thee; do thou fill my heart 


mouth with fongs of thank- 
giving. ae 
XY. 


rand upon which our Saviour! | 
tells us he came into -the}|. 
world; I am come to fend fire|| 
on the earth: When thetwo| 
fervent Difciples would have} . 
had fire fent down from Hea-|_ 
ven upon but a Samaritan 

Village, our Saviour rebuked 
them, and- told them they 


on 
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hi: Onthe-earth : Alas (may we 
' , think) we have firetoo much 
tosalteady ,; how..happy were it 
tt arather, if the fire which is 
‘| m: kindled in the world, were 
5,2 Well quenched ; and what is 
sofuthe main drift of the Prince of 
 darknefs but fire ? Ifnot to 
fend fire down from Heaven, 
upon the inhabitants of the 
imgearth; yer, to fend the inha- 
wr fbitants of the earth down to| _ 
, ithe fire of hell ¢ As then we 
» finde divers kindes of material 
mn uttire , Celeftial , Elementary, 
l@Pomeftique, Artificial, Na- 
¢ g tural ; fo there is no lef$ varie= 
coapty of {piritual fires: It was in | 
- tiery, cloven, tongues,where- 
em inthe Holy Ghoft defcended | _ 
-itupon the Apoitles, in their] Ads a. 
asPentecott 5 and-eventhis fire | Johx6.7. 
fi#did our Saviour come to fend | 
t C | down 
se 


down on the earth : Thyf 
Jer.s.24. | word was in mee as fire, faith] 
the Prophet; and did not our - 
Luk.23.32.| hares burn within us ({aid the]: 
| two Difciples, in their walk]. 
to Emaus) whiles he talked|j. 
{with us ; ‘This fire he alfo} 
came to fend: Heavenly Love, j. 
Cant.8.7. | and holy Zeal are fire ; Mam}: 
waters Cannot quench love. 
My xeal hath confumed me,||. 
faith the Pfalmift : and thet 
fires our Saviour cameto fend] 
into the hearts of men; holy: 
thoughts are no other then the} 
— PPhalgg 4. | beams of celeftial fire, My}: 
| heart was hot within me;\\- 
whiles-I was mufing , the fire||: 
| burned, and thefe, we know}. 
ae he fends : He maketh his An-|: 
"| gels fpirits, and pis minifters4\. 
| flame of fire: Thefehe fends} 
| forth to the earth oer 
— a Jf 










Plal.t'g. 
139. 


0 
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, aan 
forthem that fhall be heirs of | Heb.sg. 


of falvation :. Befides thefe, 

afflictions and perfecutions are 
fire: We have paffed through 
-fireand water: Belpved, think 
_ tt not flrange concerning the fiery 


59 


x Pet.4.12. 


iryal, which isto try you, as tf | 


fore flrange thing had happened 


toyow : and even thefe are of 
his fending ; The Lord hath 
kindled a fire g ser st hath | ** 


devoured the foundations there- 
of. There is no evil in the city, 


but the Lord hath done it:. 


The Lord hath done that which 
he had deviled, he hath thrown 
| down, and‘not pitied. ; 


| But this expreffion of our} 


Lament.4, 
+ 


~ 


Lam.2.17.| 


| Saviour goes yet deeper, and| | 


alludes to the effect of Sepa- 
ration, which follows upon. 


ithe fire of our tryal: When the | 


‘lump of Oar is put into the 
3 ee! furnace, 
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furnace , the fire tryes the|] 
pure mettal from the: drofs, |} 
and makes anactual divifion|} 
of the one from the other ; fo|} 
doth Chrift by his Word,]} 
and Spirit ; even he that 1s} 
the Prince and God of Peace, |} 
comes to fet divifion in the|) 
world. Surely, there are holy 
quarrels worthy of his en- 
gacement ; for, as the ficfh|| 
_ |luftech and warreth againft)) 
thespiric, fo the {pirit fighteth|} 
againft the fiefh; and this du-| 
| el may well befeem God for|! 
the Author, and the Son of!:. 
God for the fetter of it: thefe| 
| fecond blows make an happy || 
fray. 2 : | 
Nothing is more properly 

| compared then difcord to fire; 

| this, Chrift (the firft thing he} 
does) fets in every heart: there| | 


ene | iS 
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20, 


Select Thoughts. 


: <a 
: is all quietnefs, fecure cafe, | 
- and felf-contentment’ in the 


foul, till Chrift come there: 
: How fhould it be other,when 
: Satan fways all without refift- 
ance ? but when once Chrift } — 


offers to enter, ‘there are | 


: ftraight civil wars in the foul 
: betwixt the old man, andthe 
: news and it fares with the 


i 
- vided init felf, wherein the | 


heart, as with an houfe di- 


- husband and the wife are at 


: Variance ; nothing is to be 
- heard, but unquiet janglings , | 


- open brawlings, fecret oppo- 
(fition ; the houfhold ‘takes 
{ part, and profeffes_a mutual 


| vexation: This Spiricual-felf- | 


| divifion , where ever it is, 
| though it be troublefom, ‘yet 


| itis cordial, ic puts the foul | 


jinto the ftate of Rebeccaes 


womb 5 





6} 
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womb; which barren, yield-|] 
ed no pain; but whenan E/as|| 
and aceb were conceived,||. 
and ftrugling within, yielded|] 
for the time, no eafe ; yer this |] 
was that which caufed her|]. 
juft joy , That fhe had not fo] 
much children, as nations in||’ 
her womb; even fothe crou-||- 
vile of this inward confliG is || 
abundantly requited with the||” 
joy of this affurance, That||" 
now Chrift iscome into our|| 


_- |foul, and is working his own}|. 





defired ends, in; and upon us. ||" 
Let vain and fenfual hearts ” 


_{pleafe themfelves in their in- | > 


ward peace and calmnefs;|/ 
there cannot bea greater figne 


{Of gracelefnefs ‘and disfavor 


of God ; When they fhall fay.| |’ 


Peace, Peace, then fhall come | | 


upon them fudden deftrudti-| | 
: — ON: 





4 








Select Thoughts. 6B 


-on: Theold word was, No | 
-fafety in War ; here itis con- 
trary, It is this inteftine war 
-Of the heart , with fire and :- 
“ {word to our corruptions, |- 
that muft bring us true reft, . 
for the prefent, and hereafter | 
eternal peace and. happinefs. | 
- Now, Lord, fince it is thy de- 
- fire that this fire fhould b@) —_ 
' kindled, kindle thou and en-| 
. fame my heart with a fervent 
| defire, and endeavor that this 
\thy defire may be accom- 
plifhedinme: Set me at wart 
| with my felf, that I may be ac 
peace withthee.. 


X VI. 


| In all chat we have to do | 

+ with God, he juftly requires 

‘| and expects from us, an awful 
difpofition of heart sib 

, is 








A&s2. 2, 
12. 


the heart, bue with avehe-|[ 


| his infinitenefs ; hereuponit]. 


| anaftonifhing Majefty.; with|| 


fore: That of S' Pauds con-| | 






Select Thoughts. | 


was that he delivered his Law] 
in thunder, fire, {moke, and} 
all dreadful magnificence ;|} 
And when upon the fame; 
day, he would fend down his| | 
Spirit, for the propagation of| 
the Gofpel, it was done with)} 





a found from Heaven, as of 2)] 
rufhing mighty. wind, andjf- 
withthe apparition of cloveni| 
and fiery tongues: And as it|}. 
was thus in the defcent of the|J. 
Holy Ghoft in the: miraculous)}. 
gifts; fo it is inthe fanctify-| |. 
ing Graces: Seldom ever}. 
doth God by them feize upon| | 


- 


ment concuffion going be-| |. 


verfion, was extraordinary] } 
and miraculous; but in fome| } 
degree} | 
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“degree it is thus,in every foul , 
isWe are ftruck down firft, and 
ware made fenfible of our [pi- 
fcrimal blindnefs, ere our full 
iteall be accomplifhed ; as it 
wavas with Elijap in the Mount 


sof Horeb, . There came firft | 


w¢ftrong wind, that-torethe 
y;Rocks, and Mountains , and 
ifter that, an earth-quake , 
dthen a fire, before.the ftill 
famall. voyce; fo it is uftially 
in ourbrefts, ere the comfort~ 
ible voyce of Gods Spirit 
,ufpe , I 
;imuft be fome bluftrings, and 
, fathes of the Law: Ic is our 
honor, and his favor, that we 
are allowed tolove God; it 
vis our duty to fearhim: We 
,fuay be too familiar in our 


dove, we cannot be too aw- 


ful in our fear. 


ect 
YY 


ak to our hearts , there} 


XVII All | 
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| 


‘ 


XVII. 

All valuations of thefe out-{ 
ward things are arbitrary, ac-# 
cording to the opinion off 
their pleafure, or their rarity,] 
or the neceflity of their mr 
Did not mens mindes fet 2. 
price upon mettals , what} 
were they better then fome}- 
other entrails of the earth, ork 
one better then other ¢ -If byt. 
- publike law the mint were or-}. 
dained to be onely fupplyedi- 
| by our ftanneries, how cur-}- 
rantly would they pafs for} 
more precious then filver|} 
mines’? -To an Indian, ai} 
bracelet of- worthlefs Beads/}: 
is eftimated above his Gold; 
an hungry Efaw values a meG|{ 
of pottage above his birth- 
right: Inthe fiegeof Samaria 

. an 
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I. ourfcore peeces of filver ; 
ftxiind a Kab of Doves dung for 
pimntve peeces: We have heard 
opimhat thofe of Angola have 
heialned a Dog at the price of 
fremany flaves. In thefe 
ngsParthly commodities , the 
s, irarket rifes, and falls accord- 
‘hen ing to conceit, and occafion ; 
pefhteither is chere any intrinfe- 
7 fal, and fetled worth inany 
Wee them ; onely Spiritual 
-fpphings » as Vertue and Grace 
fo carry their infinite value in 


, jthem, chat they make their | - 


ji, OWner abfolutely rich, ,and 
; happy: When therefore I {ee 
;@atich man hugging his bags, 
.4gand admiring his wealth,. I 
pit look upon that man with pity, 
ia knowing the = 

; that 


pyare good inthemfelves ; and) 


67 
mn Affes head was fold for 


2 Kings 6, 
(25s 


See 
—_— 


68 Select Thonghts. 


that pelf wherein he placeth} 

his felicity; neither can I bet 

hold-him with other eyes}. 
then thofe, wherewith, a dif} 
creet Ewropean fees a favage] 
Indian priding himfelf isl 
thofe trifles, which our child’ 
dren have learned to cond 
temn : On'the other fide when] 
I feea man rich in the endow: : 
ments of minde, well-fraughi} 
with knowledg, eminent inf 
goodnefs, and truly gracious} 
I fhall tife tp to thac man]: 
Chow homely {0 ever his out-4. 
fide be) as the moft precious” 
and -excellent peece which) 
this worldcanafford. ° | 


XVIII. ) 
Should I but fee an Ange, 


I fhould look (with anoa 7)t0|| 
dye no other: death then the||: 


| | fight| 
ee 





i. Select Thoughts. 


it ven that Angelis fainto hide 
I his face, as not able to behold 


tithe infinite’ Majefty of God 


Mais Creator: When cMofes 
x Hid but talk with God in the 
im@Yount, for fourty days , his 


hdce did fo fhine, that the| 


{10 eae coiild not look upon 
fhe luftre of his countenance, 
heteven the very prefence of the 
I-4Divine Majefty not’: onely 
nitath, but communicates glo- 
gutsy : Lord, that I could fee 
thtjut fome glimpfe of the re- 
rhifetion of thofe- glorious 
‘pttyeams Of thine upon my foul’; 


e "how happy fhould I be in this |. 
, vifion, whofe next degree is | 


perfectly beatifical. ~~ 


hen’ 
fg 


¥ 


w As good, fo evil is apt ‘td. 
wo be 


69 | 


—feht of thatglory ; and yer 


heen nn 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| blear eyes infe@s rhe oundg 


|-baucht with. leud converfatid : 
_}on? Nextto being good, is}. 
{to confort with the verruous¢:. 


- lof aconftant goodnefs , ford. 


jmidft of Sodom, 







| Select Thoughts. 


be communicative of it felf 
and this fo much more , asi 
meets with fubjeéts mor. 
capable of evil then good 
the breath of a plague-fig 
man taints the air round abow. 
him; yea, the very fight a. 












and one .yawning. mond. 
ftretcheth many jaws: How: 
many have we known, tha. 
have. been innocent in theif 
retirednefs , miferably de. 


Ie is che:moft merciful im: 


provement of an holy power: 


to feparate the precious from}: 
the vile; it is the higheft praif¢. 







Lot to be righteous in thet. 


XX. We 





Select Thoughts, ZI 





et. ot KK te 
~ Weare all aptto put offthe 
blame..of our mifcatriages 
- from our felves :Even in para- 
. dife we did fo: It was the wo- 
“man, faith Adam, ic was the 
“Serpent. faith the woman: 
How have we. heard fond 
pamefters caft the blame of 
their ill luck upon the ftanders 
-by, which intermedled no- 
thing bur by a filent eye- 
fight;So the idolatrous Pagans 
of old, though flagitioufly | - 
wicked ; yet could impute 
their publike judgments to 
none but... the: Chriftians , 
whofe onely innocence was 
_their protection from. utter |. 
-ruine's So foolifhly. partial 

doth our felf-love render ys to 
ourowndemerirs, thar all are) 
pS guilty | 


Garamenemap wa: 
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guilty fave ourfelves : Yea, 
rather then we will ws 
fhifts ,: our véry ftars fhallbg | 
blamed ; which are-no mor 
acceffaty to ourharms, them. 
our eyesare tothe Eclipfes o i 
their moft: eminent ‘Lights 
As on the contrary 5° we ard. 
ready to ‘arrogaté unto out. 
{elves thofe bleffings , which” 
the meer bounty “Of Divine) 
Higbee ‘hath caft wponj’ 
s whereto we could not 
pe fo much as anf 
| handto receivethem, but by}: 
| the mercy of' the giver: Iq. 
cannot be well with me, rill 1}° 
_| have learned td cotredt this | 
Pal ot injuftice in both si 
ing to” ay "fel alll) 
ts, and guile off: 
| faring. and vi ding to|| 
God the’ “praife his = | 
i ¢é 

















me 
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“free and gracious ». berie-:| 
Wficences 7 
BI reas ae 
.©,? fa ae 
. How profitable and bene-: 
teficial a thing is affliction; e- 
{pecially to fome difpofitions 
, more then other : I-fee fome 
iteees that will not thrive, un- 
defs their roots be laid bare ; |: 
‘Tunlefs (befides pruning) their 
ftbodies be gafhed and fliced , 
yothers, that are too luxuri- 
sant, except divers of their 
‘Dloffoms be feafonably pulld | 
< Off, yield nothing : I feetoo 
rank corn, ifit be not timely. 
eaten down, may yield fome- 
~thing to the barn, »but little | 
nt@ the granary.: I fee fome}| | 
: full bodies, that can enjoy-no | 
health without ftrong evacu- 
‘Ations, blood-lettings, fonti- | 
f Dd “nels, | 


— a fp Agee caret 
/ 
a 











— 
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nels. fuchisthe condision off- 
our {piricual part : It is-a rave 
‘foul that can. be kept in “ : 











conftant order without thefe]- 
fmarting remedies. I confels.|. 
‘mine cannot: How wilde hadi} 
Irun, if the rod'‘had-noe been|f- 
over me? Every man car fay |}. 
ihe thanks: God for eafe ; for}. 
ime, Eblefs God for my trou-}. 
‘bles. 


momen ne om - 
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XX EE. : 
When I confider whatan} . 
infenfible Acome mian is., in}. 
comparifon of the whole}. 
body of the Earth; and what}... 
a. meer Center-poine che!) 
Earth is, incomparifon of the! 
vaft circumference: of Hea-|}. 
ven; and-what an ahnott-ia||. 
finite diftance there is be-||. 
twixt this point of Earth, andj}: 
_ that|} 


et ee 


- Seteor Fhonghes. 


nage lll, 


thae large circle of the Fir- 





rrameéent: and therewith | 


think of the inqunrerable 


mumber, and imrenfe great | 
nefs-of chofe Heavenly Lumit- | 
nares: F canner but appre 
-hend. Row improbable in is, +) 


-thae thofe Stars fhould:, at 
fuctra diftance,dittinguifh be- 


‘twit one mim, and another’: 


beewixt: one limb of the fame 


body, and another; betwixe 
one fpet of Earch, andiano- 


ther; and ia fo great amix- |. 


ture, and confufton of influ- 
ences, fhould give any-diftemct’ 
-intrmation of particniar ¢- 
vents im nature ; and much 
- more of meer’ contingencies 
| Of arbicrary affairs. As for 
{the Mfoon, by reafon of her 
\Vicintty: to the Earth, and 
| fenfible predominance over 
| D2 moy- 
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Select Thonghes. 





moyfture ; and for the Sun, 
the great magazin of Light 
and Heat, I acknowledge their 
powerful (but unpartial ) ope- 
rations upon this whole globe 
of Earth. and Waters, and 
every part of it, not without 


{juft wonder and aftonifh- 


ment ; the other Stars may 
have their feveral vertues and 
effects , but their marvelous| |,” 
remotenefs , and my un-/ |. 
difcernable nothingnefs, may} |" 
feem to forbid any certain 
intelligence of their diftinct 
workings upon me: But whe- 
ther thefe. glorious Lights 
give, or-take any notice of 
{uch an imperceptible mite as 


|I; fure I am, there is great. 


reafon I fhould take notice of 
them ; of their. beauteous 
luftre,. of their wonderful 
- magnitude, 











Select Thoughts. . 


magnitude, of their regular 





-)motion; and be tranfported. | 


-| with admiration of that om- 
‘| nipotent power, wifdom, pro- 


| goodly and mighty hoft of 
| Heaven, and guides them in 
| their conftant march, without: 
| the leaft deviation from their 
| firft fetting out, to the laft 
moment of their final con-. 
flagration. O the narrownefs 
of my wretched - heart, that 
affords not room enough for 
wonder at that which I can- 
not butfee! — ne 


XXII 
~ Ie becomes not.us to-be 
niggardly where our Saviour 


ate the benefit of the great 
D3. Work 


-|vidence, which created this 


intends bounty : How glad: 
fhould we be rather to‘ampli- 
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JT needed it noc, nae evil wer 


| Spirits have their parcin the 

| sy and gratulation of the in- 
{4inite mercy of sour deliver) : 
Jance; for if they aujoycee at}: 
‘| the converfion of one finner,] 
{what triumph do we think] |: 


_fleevers ¢ The propri 
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Work of ou Redermer | 
‘but furely, Icamnot-fee upon! : 








what warrant that favor 1s|/ 


ounded, that eolargerh the 
fruit of Chrifts redemption, 
to «he Is: the good 


chere:is in Heaven at che UWni-| | 
verlal Redemption of all be-|| 


opriocy of] | 
this faver hath reafon to in-| |: 
gage us fo much the more:| | 
ee Lord,|} 





| Select Thoughts, . 


. Lond, ilo mercy asfree, and, 
j bowundl cls. ; thon wouldft pats 





iby the Japtod Astgels , and| 


deave them in their fin, and] 
 dhoir chains; sandonely refcuc 
| mifortile man ont of their!| 
7 Die. .O for an heat that 
7 ‘be in fome meafure 
werable to fo infinite. mer- 
ys and'chor nit be notefs 
tiv’d to thy love, then ic 
ela aa 


XXILIL 


“ Micn'decommonly : wrong 
shomidines with 2 grandee 
ciation -of good, fore- 
— to themclves all 
cerns in their proceed- 
ing andall happy facoels fn 
the flue 5, -beding nothiagto | - 
theméelves -but whac they | . 
with L eyen the man after 





D 4 Gods | 


‘Bo 


Pfal.30 6. 


{two fixed matches that I mutt 
finevitably” incounter © with ,' 


Select Thoughts. | 


Gods own heart could fay , || 
In my profperity I faid, woth, I 
foall never be removed , where- 
in their mifreckoning makes, 
their difappointment fo much 
the more grievous :. ‘Had not 
David made_fuch account of; 
the ftrength ‘and ftability of} 
‘his :Mountain, it could not, 
have fo much troubled him|] 
to -have it levell’d: with the'} 
Plain; on the contrary , the 
evils which we look for, fall 
fo much the lefs heavily , by|]. 
how much we: are-fore-pre-|| 

























{pared fortheir ettertainment; | 
what ever by-accidents I ray! 


meet withal befides , I have 





Age, and Death, the oneis:! 
ttended with many inconive- 
niences , the other with much: 
| — horror: 


| Select Thoughts. 81 
horror: let me not flatter my 

felf with hopes of jollity,and’| . 
-eafe.° My comforts for Hea- 

ven fhall (I cruft ) never fail 

me; but for the prefent 

world, it fhall be well forme, 

if I can without too much 
‘difficulty {Cramble out of the 
neceffary miferies of life ; and 

without too. much forrow 

crawl co my grave. — 


X XV. 

Heaven hath many tongues 
‘that talk of it, more.eyes to | 
behold it. but few hearts | — 
that rightly. affect ic: Ask/ 
jany Chriftian ( efpecially ). 
| whom ye fhall meet with; he 
will tell. you ,. thither: he | 
| fhapes his..courfe, there. he 
hath pitcht his hopes, and 
\Would .think himfelf highly 
i 5  wrongd 














Cee er © a eee 








wronged by thar man, who fix: 
fhould aie doubt of eitherfRa | 
his imtereft or fpeed: Bur.if we fare 
{hall caft our eyes upon the i ib: 
lives of men, or they refled |r ii 
their-eyes. wpoa their own bo- fi) n 
fomes, the hypocrifie will roo fa, x 
atpably difvoverit felf : forjhlis 
Firely,, which way fo eve] 
the faces took, the hands and Ry ,, 
feet of the moft men move iPi 






‘wide and open road to. de-|hy ) 


where the heart prevends to! Ring 
innocence, let a man. ftrictly| fy), 
examinc his own: affedtions, hi 
| : 7 Be! 














i Select Thoughts. 8; ' 
, bedhnall finde them :fo deeply | 
jearthod, char he fhall be for-| 
;.cod to canfeds ‘his claim to | 
Heaven is but fashionable : ; 
«Ask thy felf bar this one | 
(-qaeftion, O man, whatfoever 
thou arc, ask it [erioutly , 
:Might I this very hour goro 
Heaven, am willing and de- | 
qfitous. to take a pretent 
_ change of this life for a bet- 
ger ¢ and tell me fincerely , 
(what aafwer thom receivelt | 
rom. kine. own heart. Thy 
_ fidgment canoe butrellthee 
vehet the place isa thoufand | . 
Sunes better, chat the condi- 
_fi0n would :be arr be 
“i for geld wmifery for. 
qdidiednefs; time forevermty, 
jitliving deboh, for a life im- 
..fortal: Ifshou donow fum-. 


oy | 
Pd bles, 


| 
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Phil.1.23. 








bic, and fhuffic, and demurf; 


with Chriff, which is far better. 


| ing-to intermit,. as ever wel 





Select Thoughts. 


upon the refolution, be con-f.. 
vineed of thine own world- @f. 
linefs, and infidelity ; and. 
know, that if thy heart had, 
as much of Heaven as thy ff. 
tongue, thou couldft not but}, 
fay with the chofen veflel , Jf. 
defire to depart hence , and tobe}. 


XXXVI. 
There is no earthly pleafure§. 
whereof we .fhall: not foon}. 
grow weary ; and:be as-will-}” 


were to entertain its.and ifthe { 
ufe of it:cominue, the: ee , 
frequency makes ir-difregard- iy 
ed; fo.as that which at fir [.° ™ 

‘eft d: “and vrect:  whict 
we efteemed: rare prec fs 
ous, is.now looked: upon: a5} "aul 


common.and defpicable, ~ 
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sth Select Thoughts. 85 | 
maf ic be fuch , -as chat our) 
M,Ximpetuous affection is too 
mtmach tranfported witha pre- 
e-fent fruition , we are fo much 
jicehe more diftempered in-the 
askofs : onthe-contrary ,. thofe 
itepainful yokes , which at the 
niefirft impofing feemed: infup- 
, #portable , grow tolerable. by 
fccuttom. and slong acquaint-, 

‘ance; fo as ¥. know not how 

it comes to pafs, thar time | 
hatha contrary power, both 
nto. agpravate, and lighten} . 
esi evils’: thofe . pleafires: ane). 
tonely worthy to carry our | 





sy hearts... which-are meafured.| 

ie by no lefs:thenieternity ,. and:| 

ft thofe pains. moft juftly for- | 
(3:) Stidable. which know neither |" *< 


df endjnor remaiffion. fi 


fe} XV 
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XXVIL of 
Bs tier, 

| . The meaner our Saviourfh ,.. 
drew to bis glory, the morn ity 
bunality be exprofied: Hist. 
Joh.13.16,] followers, wene fir his fer-H., ; 
Joh-15.8. | vanes; and be their Matter. a 
"| then bis difciples and hetheir ach 
Teacher s. feon after they mich 








Fi 
4 and 


And thon-inme.: that they may 7 
9t wnede ferfectin ones and the 


| ___ glory 


Ly 
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lnk = Select Thoughts. = &7 
, [Lory which thon cave me, 7 | 
It bawe given them, © Saviour; 
ar was this done for tke de- | 
y, pnefans of thy felf, orforthe 
yeltexalracionof us ; orracher for 
a Fever: rage? thou 
ner prefs. thy [elf then 
sits. to Scha (el with us 
dspoor cwreeched creanmes ¢ 
, Mow could chou more exalt 
yous, then vO raifews.unvo this. 
| sentirencf ‘with chee rhe All 
ceglorious, andeternal Son of 
oteh @ how thould we learn 
{ sot thee cogmprove. our high- 
y ieeft advaucemont :to.our weep 
i, ehumlicy, and.foxo regand 
mn keathvorher,, that when we-are. 
y di greateft, we thoald be:leaft» :. | 


fap: | | eee ae 
é 

































ft : 
int How:apt vee areto: mifton-.| 
gil fru the Spirit of tod , 0 
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88 Select Thoughts. dees 


our own difadvantage ¢ ftir 


| out with doubt and diftruft: Phx; ; 
Pfal2.. | Itisthe Pfalmifts charge, that {lin 
we fhould ferve the Lord fino 
with fear, and rejoyce in him Pro; 
with trembling; fo as there is Pio 
- | afear.without diffidence, and xo), 
atrembling that may confit |Px yp, 
with joy ; trembling is an |Penr, 
effect of fear;. but- this fear Stn 
which we muft affect is re-tRin ( 
verential , not flavifh, noc|Rlyi | 
diftruftful : Indeed, when we |i}, 
look upon our felves,and con- |i, |, 
fider ‘our. own frailties and |h) alo 
corruptions, and Gods in-|f‘ 4, 
finite juftice, we have too juft ‘iy 0 
caufe-of doubt and dejection, |'f; 
yea (were it not for better 
—_ helps) 





Select- Thoughts. 89 
aelps) of utter defpair,; but, | 
when we:caft up-our eyesto| 
the power of him that hath 
andertaken for us, and the]: 
faithfulnefs of him that hath. 
promifed ;. and the fure mer- 
cies :of him that hath begun | ° 
‘his good work inus, wecan 
fear with confidence , and re- 
joyce in oartrembling: ; For 
what. are our fins:to his :mer- 
cies, our unworthinefs to his 
infinite merits, our weaknefles 
to his omnipotence :! I will 
therefore fo diftruft my felf, 
that I will be ftedfaftly con- 
ident in the God of my fal- 
vation; I will focremble be- 
fore the glorious Majefty of 
my God, that I may not abate 
of the joy of his never- failing 
mercy. _ | 





X XIX. 





| sot onely whet we ask, bet} 
whatwe askondt; and trere-} 
forte before we ask: yea, iis} 

| he that-gives us roask, neither 
| could we fo much as crave 
| good things, if he dod mal 
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Aefiings, before we ask; bur. 
gives ns the beft things, 2. 
ightroerernal elory, before ; 
we wreat all, sea,’before the: 
world was, ‘andzéhe prevents. 
fooghes? fo he exceeds oar 
$ in mediure, givi 
Ts move then we ask < each! 
wold have 2 Son ; ‘God/| 
aves her two: abraham tues || . 
chat Sheet may lve , ‘God 
‘gives dim to profper and to! 
serhe father of many Princes: 
Yet-more, he gives us what) 
we cannot ask. “The dumb) . 
‘Demestusk. conid noe fe for] - 
dumtelf ; hisvery filence was | 
vocal, and recerves what he 
<would,and could not requeft: | - 
yea laftly . which is the great | 
‘provement of fis mercy, 
shegives us aeainit our asking; 
Ger ignorance fues sgamft-our | 
i . 


felves 
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| asking effings, or unthank 


| may-feed, andnot hurt him 


{pective glafs, but at — ba 
| ends; 








Select Thoughts. 


felves , . requiring hurtie: 
things, he will not fuffer of: 
hearts and tongues to wronghic. 















us; but withholds what wii 
 |unfitly crave, and gives ws 
what we fhould, and do nxn: 


crave;as the fond childe cry@: 
to his father for aknife ; h@es 
reaches him -a-fpoon thai: 





‘© the. Ocean- of diving 
‘boiinty, boundlefs, bortomy:s 
lefs; O our wretched ‘uns 
worthinefs, if we be eithefR: 
— ‘to our: felves in nog, 


ful to our: God in not ack: 
knowledging them ! 


a OK 
Infidelity and faith look Rave | 
both through the fame per-$i,” 


? 
“~ 
~~ 
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ids :. Infidelity looks 
rough the wrong end of the | 
afs, and therefore fees thofe | 
yjects which are neer, afar |) 
¥; and makes great things | 
tle; diminifhing the greateft | 
iritual bleffings; and re- 
oving far from us, threat- 
devils :’ Faith looks at the 
ght end, and brings the 
effings that: are far off in 
me, clofe to our eye; and 
wultiplies. Gods ‘mercies 
ich ina ‘diftance loft their 
seatnefs : Thus the Father 
F the faithful faw his feed 
offeffed of the . promifed 
ind, whenas yet hehad no | 
ed, nor was likely to have | , 
ny ; when the feed whichhe 

ould have, fhould not enjoy 

still after four. hundred | 
sears; thus that good Patri-’ 

—_ - | ark 
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| ark faw Chatfte day , -andx 

| ayced = Pbhusour rit pares 

| eomforred bimfelf afecr: hs 

| jetion-oat of paradife, with 

| ithe for ‘of that bbleffed 

| feed of che woman; whid 

flroulid: be: exhibited almo@ 

fout thoafanck years afeerd 

ftill,. and ever faich isi likes 

| felf; whae ufe: were theres 

that grace, if it didi new-ferel 

home to my eye things fr} 

turc,. anu imiéible a ' 

| hall be raifed out of the daft 

and. enlived with this ve 

foul wherewith ix is naw 

- | animated ,. and bothrof chen 

| pattinto acondition ax mally 

gionions, is asi cleashy repre 

fented'to:my foul in vhis "3 

as. if it were already done: 

| Faithful is he thar hath. pred 
| mi fed, 











9d, which will alle di 


| XX¥L- |. ¢t 
- Whovcan think otherthen:| 
eh: {corn of that’ Bafe-andi) 
‘aworthy conceie which hath | 
een entertained. by fome, 
waour Savious lived hereon) 
weh upon alms ¢ He chav] 
onchfafed tocake uponhim:| 
‘ae fhape ofa: fervant, would: 
‘ave hatedro take wpor him} 
ae trade of a begger:: Service | 
»@ lawful calling , bepgery) 
‘otfo: he chargave lift ro-all: 
‘reseures, could take'a-main- 
snance from: them: without 
Sking: he chat did conamand 
2e filly to. bring che eribute 
‘noney: for himfelf and his 
lifciples, and could muhiply- 
few loaves-and fifhes forthe; | 
| relief} 
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Select Thoughts. 
relief of thoufands.; co 


‘rather raife a fuftenance to 
himfelf, and his, then beg it} 
But here was -neither nee 
nor caufe; even ordim 
means failed not; many 
wealthy followers, who ha 
received cures and miracu- 
Luk.8.2. [lous deliverances, ( befides 
heavenly doctrine) from him 
miniftred to him of their fub-+ 
{tance : neither was this out 
of charity , but out of duty; 
in the charge which he gave 
to his difciples (when he fent 
them by payrs to preach a 
broad he tells them the labor- 
er is worthy of his wages;and 
can we think this rule doth 
not much more hold concern: 
ing himfelf ¢ had: not him-, 
felf and his family been fur’ 
nifhed with.a meet, ftock 
a raifed 
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1 lttras it which Judas bore ¢ and: 
Stow could he -be‘a-theif in}. 
Sis office, if his bags wete }, 
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a ‘pty ¢ He therefore that |: , 


| Myuld fay, It #& amore blefed 
"CS, ing to give, then to receive, | 


5 aStainly would not choofe 
ncs when it was in his power ) 
in'i¢her to receive then give: 


mote earth isthe Lords, and the. 
rusidnels thereof, and hedi--} . 
-outtributes it ashe pleafech , | 
hich mong ft the children of men :} 
he or me’, ‘I hope I fhall have} 
(0 fae grace to be content.with | - 
op ithatfoever fhare‘fhall fall to | 
sweaty loc; bur my prayer fhall | 
js ute that I may begof none but} 


deosod. " 


r Dee 


f 
oe 


ote. Pe eth, pO 
ct’ What a madnefS it is in|. 
: E us | . 
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| Here Ihave. delight to dwell A 
}And now, whereisit ¢ OF “ed y 
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Select Thoughts, tah) 
us to; prefume, On- our indy), 

tereft. in Gods favor , for pe ra 
the ‘fequring ‘of ‘ous. finfuly 
nes: from judgrtient-: Tha, 
Angels. were deeper in ik 
then we mortals can even, 
hope to be, in thefe houteg, 
of clay; yet long. fince at 
ugly Devils ; and: they: which. 
enjoyed the liberty of chef, 
glorious Heavens, are nowg 
referved in eyerlafting chains} 
of darknefs s.. And if we lodk#: 
down upon earth, what darl-} 
ing had God in the worldy 
but. Ifragl-¢ This was: his ‘ 
firft borh, his lot, -his inhe-{. 
ritance ;- of whom he. faid, 
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the woful defolations of f™ knc 
that {cle& people |-What is} Siar 
its tore! of che fuffoffion of | rs le 

hery % {. 
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awer vineyards? vaftation of | Pfa8o.13. 
; timer tents ¢ the. devouring of ee 
f Ou HEE land . demolition of Pfa.89.40. 
net Walls 4 breaking down Al-. Efa. 27.11. 
dwars ¢ burning of Cities ? | Efar3.t6, 
s dpoyling of houfes? dafhing| 
‘ekan ee their children ,{ 
yg Wavilhhing their wives, killing | pf 78.84. 
{mof cheir Priefts,cacing of their : 
yown children of but a {pan | Lam.2.s6, |: 
s,#0ng, and a thoufand fuch |. 
figsvoful fymptomes of war: 
qjdhe Pfalmift hath faid a word 
mifor all (ina juft, but contrary 
itrdenfe) Defbructions.are come to 
is wh perpetual end , what deftru- 
,tiftion can be more, when 
mkthere is no a How is | 
sjwthac wretched nation vanifh- | 
gi NO man knows whither ! 
is 10 as it was a curfe that 
i Wwrothing was left, whereof it 
mpi could be faid, this was) 
(0. EB. FeRebel, | .- 


, ad 
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preaching, and pens of theft. 


| they now to be lookt for, but 


| but fear. 






















Select Thoughts. : 


"| FeXebel, So there is not one hy 


peece of a man left inal che|f, 
world, of whom we can fay;|[- 
This was of one of the tribes/} 
of Iftael : as for thofe famous|f 
Churches, which were, (fince # 
that ) honored with theg . ° 


bleffed Apoftles, where arcit > 


amoneft the rubbifh of cur-|}-. 
fed Mahumetifm ? O that well, 
could not be high-minded ,|}.. 


XX XITI. | 
- What a woful converfion|{™ ben 
ishere ¢ The fting of death is|'™ Wi 
fin; and the fting of fin is} th th 
death ; both meet in. man, to|] fn, 
make him perfe@ly mifera-|[": wh 
ble ; Death could not have|} 
ftung us; no, could not have 

Z been 
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been acall', if ic had not been 
for fin: And fin, though 
in it felf extreamly heinous 
: = were not fo dreadful, and 
‘horrible,if it were not atrend- | 
ed with death - How dowe 
owe our felves tothe mercy | 
of a Saviour , that hath freed | 
“us from the evil of both; ha-. 
-ving pulled out the fting of 
‘death which is fin, thar. it 
-eannot hurt us; and having.| 
-taken ‘fuch order with-the 
fting of fin, which is.death, 
that in ftead of hurting,-ic| 
fhall turn beneficial to us:. 
Lord, into what a fafe con- 
dition:haft thou put us ?. If 
neither fin, nor death can|_ 
hurt us, what fhould wel 
| fear? ee ae Wt 


; : : ¥y . 
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XXXIV. mv Sanh 

How -unjuitly hath thefs.:.. 
prefumption of {taf phemous ren ig 
.| cavillers been wont to caftiiyy,. 
the envy of their condemna-faf, . 
tion meerly upon the abfolute.; ;.”, 
| will ofan unrefpective power, §-, 
jas if the damnationof they, . 
‘|creature were onely of aj a : 
Rae Sh 
: : ee | . aap C4 
ftice convinces them ; a puni-{; ™ 


" 

Live ‘Juftice cannot but fup- | ihe 
pofe an ‘offence :, It isnot for} 

Jus to‘rack the’ brains , andi 

ftrain- the hbeart-ftrings offty., , 
| plain. honeft Chriftians with he 
the ‘fabtilties .of :diftinGions, ay, ‘) 
ofa. negative, and poftivells °” 
reprobation , of caufes and/p 
| confequences;triiths meet for bh th 
the Schools: It is enough that sh tha 
fall Chriftian Divines ; the ee 
| -Synods|f"™ | 
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\. ‘Synods both of Dert and 

LT rest agree in this truth, chat 

kwnevey man: is, was, -can ‘bd 

nt miferable but forfin, yea, for 

a@his own fin; The "Prophet . 

heittells us fo ih terms ; ~ Why is | Lam.3. 39, 

hint tbe Living ‘man forromfhl, ian | 

cin’ fer ee Pon his fia": Nochnag 

nev can Be amore trae then tar of : 

iti Bildad the Shuhite, Behold; Job.8.20. 

ani God will: not caft away. i perfeét r 

3 62's thy perdititon is of th 

nef, O-trael: His ho lefs : 

rig then rank blafphems to make : 

nis(God the -auchor of fin: Thox | Plag.4. 

anerart the Ged that haft no ps F 

(ra lin wickednefs nels 5 me al my : 

nid curt dwel with thee, ich-the | 

{a Plalmift ;--our' fin’ is our 
of own, sa sede of fin is 
so death; hethat doch the work 

"af eqrns the cm i {9 then the 

He tighteows God is"“cleared 
gl E 4 both 


—"” 
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jboth of our fin, and ourfly, . 
death ;. onely his juitice pays ify; 4. 
? what we will needs de-if.i. 
Merve s, Have I any pleafure atliris.. 
all. ( faith he) i: bh ah cf ei 
foould die, and not that hefhenld ! : ) 
| return from his ways and live? hy. 
| wherefore veruen: yea and. live. By; 
{ What.a. wretched thing is a | : by 
| willful fioner that will needs [ky 
be guilty of his own death <fy 
'L Nothing .is. mare adious a-| 
‘| monet men,thenforamantoy . 
| bea felon of himfelf, befides x 
the forfeiture. of his eftate, fj 
Chriftian’ burial is. denied § 
‘him, ‘and he is caft forth into hy’. 
{the highway ,° with.a, ftake |. 
| pitcht through. his body, fog... 
as every-paflenger that. fees} 
that woful monument 1s rea- jf, 
dy ta fay;: There lyes the car- 
cafs, put wheresis the foul: jf 
roe -. 8 Buc |r" 3 
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< Butfo much more hein- | | | 
xous is: the felf-felony of .a | 
‘ewilful finner, becaufe it is 
pimmediatly acted upon the 

foul ; and carries him with 

pleafure in the ways of an. 

weternal death. O Lord, cleanfe 
sthon me from my fecret faults , 
keep thy fervant alfo from pre- 
 fureptuous fins , left they get the 


Pfal.tg.12, 
13. : 


dominion over me. | 
| ’ 


s¢ We are wontto fay, That 
We ought to give even the 
Devil his due ; and: furely, 
ult 1s-poffible for us to wrong} 
x that- malignant fpirit , in caft-| 
yg upon him: thofe evils}. 
‘Which are -not properly his: | 
wits gue. .that he is:-the|: 
tempter 3 and both injects |: 

eos Es... evil 
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10:6. > Select : Thoughts: 


Fevit motions, and draws} 
‘them forth into aeti: but-yety 
| all il isnot immediatly his,| 
‘we have enough befides , off 
our own : Every man, faith) 
Su, fames, is tempted whe). 
he is. drawn away of his own} 
‘luft, and enticed, then wheal 
Luft hath conceived, it bringeth} 
forth fin , and f when it is fi-} 
nifhed bringeth forth death) 
Lo, both the luft, and the} 
feducement are our OWN 3}. 
the fin is ours , the death} 
_| ours : There are indeed dia-| 
-bolical fuggeftioris which att}. 
‘immediatly. caft into us by}. 
that wicked one; but there]: 
| are carnal tentations that arc} 
‘raifed out of our own.corrupt 
‘nature’; thefe need not lis 
|-immediate hand’ ;. He was} 
‘the maine agent: in our de] 
ee os sete cs pravation 
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-pravation; but being once 
raved we' can act evil of 


our felves: And if Satan te 


_the father of fin, our will 
is the mother; and fin is 
the curfed iffue.of both : He 


could notmaké ourtin with: | 
out our felves ; ‘we concur |’ 


_to-onr own undoing: It was 
the charge of the Apoftle, 
“Phat we ‘fhould- not -give 


iplace to the Devil’; Lo, he}: 
Joould not take it'}-unleS we} 


gave it; oar will betrays us 


(tohistyranny ;"in vain thal. 
lwe city outofithe malice and. 
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|fiaud of wicked (pirits, whiles | - 


; we nourifh theit complices in: 


our bofomes.. 
Witte ee Ry Be 


\- T-cannot: but’ think: with 


Simeon | 


|What unfpeakable joy old 
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_ | thy fervant depart in peace , a-| 
,| OF ding 10 thy word,for mat Toe eyes: 


and even then:upon its wing]. 
| embraced., in Gods. falvati-}. 
he now fee death, whenchel. 


‘| bofome ¢ or how can he 
| with co clofe up his eys} 


| when I have. ferioufly com} 


Select Thoughts. 


Simeon dyed, when,after long} 
waiting forthe confolation off 
— , he had now f{een, the 

ords Chrift ; when I hear 
himfay, Lord, now letteft thos} 







have {cen thy falvation , Mc}. 
thinks I fhould fee his foul 
ready to flie out of his mouth]. 
in an heavenly ravifhment ;}. 








towards its glory ; for now] 
his eyes faw ,- and his arms} 


on, his own; in J/raels glory,|, 
his own:. How gladly’ doth). 


hath the Lord of life in his | 


with any other object 7 yet 


" ” fidered | 


a ek ee ee Oe ee 
ra 


-fidered it, I cannot fee wherein 
-our condition comes fhort.of’ 
“his:: He faw the childe Jefis ; 
‘but in his {wathing-bands , 
‘when: he was but now’ en- | _ 
itering upon the great work 
‘of our redemption; we fee: 
shim, after the full accom-: 
-plifhment of it, glorioufly’ 
“triumphing in Heaven : He 
: faw him but buckling on. his 
armor, and entring into the | 
lifts; we fee him victorious. 
: Who ts this that cometh from 
Edom with dyed garments from) 
| Bozray this that.is -clorions in 
{his apparel , traveling: in: the 
|-greatne/s of his Brengto , migh-. 
|.ty to fave.? He could onely 
\ fay: To.ws:achilde us born, to: 
| 984 fon: givers. We can. 
| fay y Thon haf afcended.op 
| bigh ,. thon. haft led: captivity 


captive, 
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|thofe bloody drops , . .and ‘ te 
He 


| Select Thoughts. | Solet T: 


gifts for mem >-Tc 18 truc, the Exh 
Uifference is, he faw his Savi- fi nano 
our witlt bodily eyes, welling 
with mental ; but the eyes io he 
of our Faith are no fefs {ure! tt. when 


| 
| PG.68.18.) captive , thow baft received led ont 
| 
| 


| and. unfailing , then thofe of Pe upon 


Senfe: Lord; why fhould noth yit I 
I, whofe eyes have rio lefs fen dig . 
thy falvation, fay, Now lefing 2 
thy fervant ‘depart, not ins 
peace onely ,. bute in a joyfil; theta 
fence of my inftant glory. | 


afl 
tr, of 


his crofS, my foul is fo cloud- omni 


th 
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reach of comfort: but when. 
Tifee his happy eluétation ont 
of thefe pangs , and hear 
him cheerfully’ rendring his 
fpirit into the hands of his | 
Father ; when I finde him 
trampling upon his grave, at- 
tended with glorious Angels , | 
and afcending in the chariot 
of a cloud to his Heaven;. 
Fam fo elevated with joy, as’) 
thar I feem to have forgotten 
there was’ever any caufe of 
ereif in thofe fufferings. I 
could be paffionate to think , 
~OSaviour, of thy bitter and. 
.and: ignominious death, and 
moft of all, of thy vehement: 
firuglings with thy fathers’). - 
| wrath for my fake, but thy 
conqueft is | glory takes me. 
off, and calls me to Hallelu-: 
jalis.of joy and oe ; 
— Bleflin 


“112 
Revel.s, 
13. 


| men kept not the Law; Thofe 


| offence of.a God would have|{ 
{been grievous to them in 








Select Thoughts. 


Blefsing , honor, glory, ant 
power apie hime that fateh : 
upon the Throne , and unto th 
Lamb for ever and ever. 


X XXVIII. 


_ Te.is-not hard to obferve 
that the more holy any per-} 
fon is, the more he is afflicted |]: 
with others fin: Lot vexed his } 
righteous foul with the un-|j 
clean converfation of the So-| 
domites 5 Davids eyes guilt 
out-rivers of water becaufe 


that can look with dry and|f 
undifpleafed eyes upon ano-|. 
thers fin, .never truly mourn- |} 
ed for their own : Had they | 
abhorred fin, as fin, the] 


whomf{oever: It is a godlefs 
| | heart 








| _. Select Thoughts. - 13 
aeart that doth not finde it felf 
concerned in Godg quarrel 
and. that. can Jaugh at that, 
which the God, of; Heaven | 
rawns.at; imy foulisneareft 
ome, my..forrow therefore 
‘or my. fin, mutt, begin at 
some, but it ‘May - Nor . ref | 
heres: from-thence -it- thall 
diffate it felf all the. world} | 
Over: Who is offended, and I|+Corar. 
MII not 2 who. offender, and = 
Tweeprnot | cee, 


ta XXXIX, 


Oa oe 


t the. AY ran thar ‘is 
pe of fins: an ‘whole 
‘Church of. God: hath. reafon 
‘to. blefs God for Thomas his 
wnbeief, not. in the a@, 
‘Which was odious. ( after. fo 
good affurances) but. i Sie: the 
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114 . Select Thoughts. 
iffue his doubt proves. our evi 
dence ; and his confeffion: 
| Cafterhis:touch had convity 
ced ‘him): was: mote ‘noble, 
then ‘his incredulicy wat. 
fhameful. All his attendance 

| apon Chrift had ‘noe. caught 
| hon fo mic divinity, : as chy 

,-one couch : Often had he faidg: 

my Lord, but never my-Go¢ 

pall now: Even Peters cont 


feffion- -( though rewardel, 
'| with the change of his name, 


| came fhort.of this : The flam§. 
thatis beatén down by tha; 
| blatt_ of the bellowes,, sift 
[higher “then -‘otheswife 2 
| would; '-and the fprinig wate: 
_ | thae“fuhs fevel-in-the Plainy 
| yer if-ic fall low, te-will therey 
| fore rife high ; the fhaken tre}. 
i roots the deeper : Not chat vq 


e . : 


| flould ffi that grace tiny nbound), 
as . , G i 
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ws own ee ee 


Seles Thoughts. 
Zed forbid , hecan never hope 





-obe good that will bechere- | 


oreill, chac he may be rhe 
setter: bue thar our holy 
zeal fhould labor to improve 


our — iages to our Ipiti- 
val. gaia, and the greater gio- 
vy of that Majelty. whom we 
ave offended ::; Tabebetter- 
d by grace it isno maftery'; 
-yat to raife more holinels 
cof fin, is a-noble imita- 
dowof that holy God ; who: 
rings light ont of darknefs,, 
afe out of death. ne. Uke o8 
. Everyman beft knosta his 
‘own complaints, sve lookwp- 


on the ontfides of many’,| 


avhom-we think happy ; who 
inthe mearietime are fecrethy 
“wrong with the inward fente 

ona. | of 
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| forcesa fong. when his heart 
"| 4s heavy : No doubt Naom 
| made many: a fhort med} 
after her rerurn to Bethlehem] 
yet did not whine to her great} 
| kinred in a bemoaning of het} 


of their own. concealed for 
‘rows, and under:a {moot 


ther many. a tempeft: in. thet 
| bofome. ‘There are’ tho 


-thofe that can: diffemble thet 


| tions, referving their faghs tl 
| their back be-turned ; chat cat 
-pick their teeth abroad, whet 
| they are fafting , and hungry 
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and calm countenance {mof 


whofe faces {mile, whil 
their confcience gripes thei 
clofely. within ; There any 


poverty, and domeftick.vexa! 


at home: and many: a ong 


| wane : And good Hannah bith 








in many a grief, which her} 
a infulcing} 
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17 


(ultingrival might not fee:; 








rithe contrary ,- there - are 
any whom we pity as mi-: 
rable, that laugh in their 
zeve, and applaud them- 
Ives in their fecret felicity ; 
id would be very loath to. 
schange conditions with 
\ofe that commiferate them. 


ragged Cynick likes him- | 


If at leaft as well asa great 
lexander : The mortifyed 
-hriftian that knows both. 
orlds , looks witha kinde. 
- contented {corn upon the 
roud gallant, that con- 
tans him ; .as feeling that | 
eaven within him, which 
1¢ other is ‘not capable to 
elieve. : 


It is no judging of mens | 
cal eftate by their fem-] 
lance ; nor valuing others 


~ worth 
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- eaft, and in fo dark a time,} 


-pinefs, it matters not oreatlyy 


| world, | 















Select Thoughts. 


worth by our own rate : And 
for our felves, if we have oncy 
laid fure grounds of our owt 
inward contentment and hap 


if we be mifknown: of ch@ 


| XLII. 

‘For one man to give title 
to another: is ordinary ; but 
for the great God to givg 
titles to a poor wretched. 
mani¢ no lefs then wondery, 
ful: Thus doth the Lord t@ 
Job ; There 13 none like him: 
in the earth , 4 perfect am 
upright man: O what muff 
he needs be , in whom hi 
maker glories ! Lo; wht 
would have looked for a Sain} 
info obfcure a-corner of th 


before; | 
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vefore ever the Law- gave 
ight tothe world < yet even 
nenithe land of UZ ‘yields a 
Sob, 1 time; ino place’caft 
any barto aninfinite mer- 


y: Eventhis while, for ought | 


fee, the Sun fhined more 
right in vidien. then in 


‘oben: Gods cleGion will be | 


areto finde‘out his own any 


vhere out of hell, andifthey | 
ould be there , even there al-| . 
>.: Amongtt all thofe ido- |. 


atrotis Heathen, Feb is perfea 
ad upright; his religion and 
wegrity 1s fo much the more 
Jorious , ‘becaufe it-is fo ill 


eighbored ; as fome rich| 
Jiamond is fet:off by a dark} — 
oyl. Othe infinite goodnefs | 
f the Almighty that picks]: — 


mit fome few _ out of 
he large chaft- 


heap of the | 
world, |” 
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world , which he referves for 
the granary of, a bleffed im- 
mortality: It is not of him 
that willech , nor in him tha 
runneth, but of God tha 
hathmercy. 2. |! 
We might well imagine 
thatfucha {prig muft {prow 
out of.the ftock of faithful 
Abraham, what other loyns 
were likely to yield fo holy. 
an iffue 2° And if his Sara 
muft be the mother of. the. 
promifed feed, yet why; 
might-he not alfo raife a ble! 
fed feed from Keturah¢ Thet 






| Gen.25.6, | fathers faith  icisfaid, Thatf 
| | to the. fons of the Consubints) 
Abraham gave gifts , ankh 
fent them away to the Eaf:) 
Me SO 5 Y Surely, 


eee ae 


ck@urely this fon of the Con- 
of iltubine carries away as rich a | 
tswegacy of his fathers grace as 
,miver was enjoyed by the Son 
wi the promife at home. — 

' The gifts that —4braham 
rwlive to -cMidian were no- 
rig hing to. thofe gifts which | 
nkdihe God of Abraham. gives | — 
head this fon ihe Midian, who 
yitdinas perfect and upright, one 
i bat rie God ig efchued |. 
nouivél. I perceive the holy and 
{, fife God meant to make 
omais mana patern as of pati- 
ranttice, {0 of all heavenly ver- 
fvaites 5 he-could not be fit for] 
ths Wat ufe if he were not exqui- 
a bette; and what can be want- 
sig to that man, of whom | — 
1, (#200 holily boafts that he is |. - 

iis perkeet oe - : 
yi) And now what mettal is fo | 
f - - B. fit. 
—_ 
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fir.to challenge the fire of| :: 
affliction as-this pure gold: |} 
and-who is fo fit a; match for : 
the great, Adverfary, a6 this) +: 
‘Champion of God::. Never 
had he been putuponJo hard |}. 
a.cotabat, if God. had not}. 
well known both the firengeh;} » 
thavhe had: given. him, and’ . 
the happy fuccefs.of:his con: |. 
AiG: lisele doth thar good man: | 








| 
| 


fy 





know. what wager is laid, on| |. 
his head, but: ftrongly in-)>. 
counters. all his tryals: The; - 
Sabeans have bereft-him of his " 
Oxen; the Chaldees of his... 
Camels; the fire from Hear). 
ven of hisfhéep ;. the — " 
of his children. ; Satan of his! :. 
\health; and had-not his wife|), 
beenleft. to him for- his great- || 
eft crofs , and his friends:for- 
his. fytther. tormentors., I). 

se doubt | 
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doubt. wiiecher they had 
eftaped. ae Me eae 
 Lotliere fiesthe great Pos |. 
tentate of the Eaft, naked and: 
forlom: in the afhes:; as. 
deftimte of all comforts, as 
fall of painfull boyls and. 
botches ; {craping :his:loath-. 
fome hide with a: portheard;: 
yeteven in ehat waful-pofture 
poflefling his foul in patience, 
Maintaining: his: inaocence: , 
juftitying his Maker,cheering:|’ 
set his Redeemer, se 
happily triumphing over all. 
his miferies. “a at latt made 
the great miroir. of divine } 
bounty to all generations : 
Now muft $06- pray for: his | 
iteindly perfecutors., and is. 
fo high in. favor: with God, 
thatit is made an argumentof} 
xtream: wrath againtt [fraels 
| F 2 that 
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! 
| ‘Ezektg, that though Nosh, Daniel, and 
[2 | Fob were in the land they 
_ fhould deliver none but their 
~~ own fouls: O God, this 
Saint could not have had this, 
f _ jftrength of invincible pati- 
! ence without thee: thou that 
{ rewardeft it inhim , didft be- 
| ftow it upon him: it is thy 
| great mercy to crown thine 
i owne works in us: thy gifts 
are free, thou canft fortifie 
even my weak foul with the 
fame powers, ftrengthen me 
d with the fame grace , and im- 
{ | pofe what thou wile. _ 


| XLII | 
| As it fhall be once in glory, 
: fo it isin grace, there are de- 
\ grees of it: The Apoftle thar 
faid of his auditors, they have 
received the holy Ghoft as 
|. well. 





tame ot 
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| wellas we, did not fay ; they 
| have received the holy Ghoft 
| as muchras we : We know the 
| Apoftles had fo much as to 
give itto others ; none befides 
{them could do fo : Itisan 
\ happy. thing to have any 
| quantity of true fanctifying 
erace at all; every drop of 
| water is water, and. every 
J grain of goldis gold, every 
| meafure of grace is precious : 
| Bue who is there that when 
{he is-dry would take up with 
|one drop of liquor when he 
might have more ¢ or if co- 
vetoufly minded, would fit 
down content with one dram 
{of gold? in fuch cafes a little 
| doth but draw ona defire of 
‘|More: it is ftrange to fee that 
‘jin all other commodities we 
'|defirea fulnefs : If God give 
F 


zs 
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us fruit of our bodies, it con-|- 





| ftanding, and of ftature; and : 
| then daftly:to-a fulnels of age: |... 
| We would have full dithes, |. 
- |foll cups, full cofers, full). 

barns ; a:fulne[s of all things, |. 
|favethebeftof all, whichis, |. 





Chriftians fuffer themfelves | 


to 








Select Thoughts. 


to be beguiled., to the utter 
{Undoing of their fouls : for 
_Rereutpon they grow: uteerly 
—feardlefs t6 get, what they, 
_ | think they have already : who 
carés to ear that'is full cram-' 












Tweet the Lord is in the 


(Graces of his holy Spitit, 
. Prhey cowld never: think they; 
- had enough and whiles they, 
- |do think {6, chey arenicérly 
‘uhcapable of tither having, 


a finful; fo there is an holy 
coveroufnels, which rhe: more 
_ {ic hath, the tndre it affects : 
» | Lord make me thus  cove- 
tous, and I canrtoe chufe but 
berich 


or defiting more : ‘As'there is | 
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Exod. 33. 
1K. 


Select Thoughts. 


“XLITI. 


| What a marvelous famili- 


arity was this which Mofes 


had with God : That the Lerd| \ 


[pake unto Mofes, face to face, as 
4 man {peaketh to his friend | and 
yetmore, that Moafes fo fpake 
to God ! what a bold and 
high requeft was that which 


| cMofes made to God : I be- 

| feech thee [hew me thy glory, chat 
| is (as it.is there interpreted) 
thy face | that face whichno| — 
‘man might fee and live: Lo;| 

- |God had . immediately be-| - 


fore {poken to Mofes even to 


his face , out of the rite . 
‘| pillar : that doth not fatisfie 


his holily-ambitious foul: 
bur, as he heard the voyce, fo. 
he muft fee the face of the 


Almighty : That cloudy 


_ pillar 





_——. 


— <a 
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Select Thoughts. 


pillar did fufficiently reprefent 
unto him the prefence of the 
great God of Ifrael ; yet ftill 
he fues for a fight of his glory: 
This is-no patern for flefh and 
blood ; far be it from our: 
thoughts to afpire fo high: 
Thy face, OGod , will we feek > 

















but in thy bleffed ordinances, | _ 


not in:thy. glorious and in-- 
comprehenfible effence: Ic is: 
not for meas yet to ptefume. 
fo far asto defire to fee that 
infinite light-which thou arr, 
or that light wherewith thou 
art cloathed ,, orthat light in-’ 
acceffible wherein thou dwel- 


eft: Onely, now fhew methe| — 


light of thy. countenance in. 

race, and prepare my foul 
Por that light of glory, when: 
IfhallfeeasIamfeen.. 


F5 XLIV.. 
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X LIV. 
In che waters of life, the: 
divine Scriprures, there are 
__| fhallows, and there are deeps ; | 
| fhallows where the - lamb 

| may wade, and deeps where 
| the Elephant may{wim : If 
| we be not wife to diftinguith, 
{| we may eafily mif-carry : he 
that can wade over the foord, 
cannot {wim through the. 
deep; and if he miftake the 
_ | paflage he drowns : What in-, 

| finite mifcheif bath arifen to 
the Church of God from the 
prefumption of ignorant and. 
unlettered men, that have 
taken upon them to interpret 
the moft obfcure Scriptures, 
and pertinacioufly defended 
their own fenfe - How con- 
trary is this to all practife in 
= : whatfoever 





Select Thog bts. 


whatfoever vocation’ Inthe 
Taylors trade, évery man 
can ftitch a feam, but every 
man cannot cut out a gat- 
ment: Inthe Saylers art, eve- 
ry one may be able to pull at 
a cable, but every oneé can- 
not guide the helm : In the 
Phyfitians profeffion, every 
goflip can give fome ordina- 
_ \ry receits upon common ex- 
perience ; but td finde the na- 
ture of the diftafe, and to pre- 
—Hetibe propér remedies from 
{the juft groiinds of art, is pro- 
{per to the profeffors of that 
—lféiences and we think ic ab- 


fard-and dangerous to‘allow 
every ignorant Mountebank | 
to practife: In matrer of law, 
every plain’ ‘ country-man. 


knows what belongs ‘to 
diftraining, impounding, re- 


—— __ plevying ; 2 


13t 
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Select Thoughts. 


plevying : but to give found 


ally, and to give found judg 


| ment inthe hardeft cafes, is | 
for none. but Barrifters , and| | 


Benchers : And fhall we think 
it fafe that in Divinity, which 


isthe miftrefs of all Sciences, 


and in matters which may 
concern the eternal fafety of 


‘| the foul, every man. thould 


take upon him to fhape his 


own coat, to fteer his own], 


way, to give his own dofe, to 
put and adjudg his own cafe? 
The old word was, that -Ar- 


| tifts are worthy to be trufted 


in their own trade: Wherefore 
hath God givento menskill 
in arts and tongues.¢ Where- 
foredo the apreft wits {pend 
| 7 their 


| counfel to aclyent in-a point| | 
of difficulty , to draw. firm| | 
conveyances; to plead effectu- |} 





pe SS -_ aan 


pres 
dre SOIL 


_ - re . ry i : to = a 
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their times. and ‘tudies from 
‘their infancy. upon thefe {a- 
‘cred imployments, if men al- 
‘together inexpert in all the 
grounds, both of are and lan- 

- guage, can be able to: pafs 
.as found a judgment. in the 
- depths of Theological truths, 
-asthey'? How happy were it | 
if we could all learn (accor- 
‘ding to that word of the A- 
‘poftle) to keep our felves 
- within ‘our own line : As 
 Chriftians, the Scriptures are 
ours ; butto ufe, to enjoy; to 
.tead, to hear, to learn, to} 
“Meditate,to practifesnot to in- 
:terpret according to-our pri- 
; vateconceit; fogthis facult' 
we muft look higher +. The 
. Pritfts lipsuare to prefenwe knaw- 
; ledg: and they foall feck the Law 
sat his mouth . for he is the 
| meljenger 


Mal.3.7. 





oe 








| dy we could be to with tha}. 
| this pleafant'and happy fcafon) 


| fatisfied’) we fhould with to}: 


"| forif the {pring were not fol} 
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When we fee the year in} 
his prime and pride, decked}, 
with beauciful bloffonss, and 
all goodly varieties of flowets,, 
cheered with the Mufick': 
of birds, and ftated ina fiver | 
and moderate temper of hea’: 
and cold , howglad we-att|: 
that we have made fo gool! 
an exchange for ait hard and), 
chilling winter ;, and how rez}. 







might laft all the-year long: 
But herein (were our defirt 


our own great difadvantagt:| 
lowed. with -ah incenfton of 


Summers heat, thofe fruits). 
ee whole 


“eo 
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whofe hopes we fee in the 
bud and flower, could never 
come to any perfection: and 
even that fucceeding fervor, 
if it fhould continue long, 
would be no lefs prejudicial 
to the health and life of all 
creatures ; and if there were 
not a relaxation of that vigo- 
tous heat tn Autumn, foas the 
fap yeturas back into the 
root, we could never look to 
fee but one years fruit... And 
thus alfo it is fpiritually : if 
our profperity were hot inter- 
mixed with viciffitudes of 
crofles;and if the lively beams 
_of grace were not fometimes 
interchanged with cold defer- 
, tons , we fhould never know 
what belongs to . fpiritual | 
. life: What fhould we do then, 
_ but be both patient of} and 
a thankful | 
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|" yyhat fools doth the devil] 













Select Thoughts. 


thankful for our changes ; and 
-make no account of any.con-¥" 
ftancy, till we attain to the} 
Region of reft and bleffed-f 
nefs ¢ ? | 


XLVI. 


make of: thofe men which}: 
would fain: otherwife: be}: 
accounted wife? who would]: 
think. that: men could be fo]: 
far forfaken of their: reafon ,}- 
as to fall down before thofe}' 
ftocks and {tones which thet 
own hands had carved ; taf’: 
uide’ their enterprifes by the}. 
‘ond auguries of the flying ,} 
or pofture,or noyfe of fowls ; 
or the infpection: of the en- 
trails of beafts:; to tye the 
confidence -of their: ees 
to certain. fcrawls., and) 
characters, 


| Select Thoughts. | Bz 


characters, which themfelves 
yave devifed: to read their 
own or others fortunes in 
heir hands or ftars : to fuffer 
hemfelves mocked with de- 
eicful vifions ? neither are his 
piritual delufions lefs grofs 
ind palpable ;. wife Solomo; 

peaks of the wickednefs of 
‘olly; and we may no lefs 
ruly invert it, the folly of 
vickednefs., the fool, faith 
our Saviour, builds bis. houfe 
‘pon the fand, foas it may be| 
vafhe away with the next 

vaves ; what other dosh 
he foolith worldling , thar 
wilds all his hopes upon 
incertain riches, momen- 
any pleafures , deceitful 
avors 2 The fool ( faith So- 
omen) walketh in darknefs, the 
inner waiks in the — 
, Oo 
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Select Thoughts. |! 
-Of ignorance, through the: 
“wotks of darknefs , ‘to the pi 
-of darkne(s: The fool. faith chq-. 
‘Prescher , Knows noc th. 
| ‘way into the city: The world r 
ling may perhaps hic che way. 












I 
garden of'pleafure , 


| ga re; bite tif, 
| ‘way of ttue peace ‘he kno ¥. 





NN 
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caftaway the Favor of God,| _ 
the mherteance of Heaven;the, . 
falvation of his foul, for thefe | 
vain ‘earthly tries : “Holy 
men are wont to pafs with 
the world for G ‘fools ; 
(alas ! how litle do-thefe 
-cenfarers know to pafs.a true 
judgment :of wifdom and 
folly? he that was rapt ‘into: 
the third Heaven, tells us.,: 
- That she foolifhnefs af God iss ! 1 Cor.s. 
mi scr ke and tlt jor 
MSOF: CY TIER WER s, 
but xin eae fure of, thar 
wicked men are the devils 
fools; and that judgments are. 
prepared for (corners, and ftripes | 
for the back of fools. — 

| XLVIL | 

There are fome things’ 


which are laudable in man, 
| | but 





Pro.19.49: 















Select Thoughts. 


but cannot be incident into| 
God ; as abafhful fhamefatt- } 
nefs, and holy fear: - And 
-|there are fome difpofitions 
blame-worthy in . men ,| 
which are yet, in a right} 
fence, holily.afcribed unto} 
God. as unchangeablenefs, | 
“and irrepentance: Attributes} 
and qualities. receive. their} 
limitations according to the 
meet fabjects ‘to which they} 
belong; with this fure rule,} 
That whatfoever may. — 
an infinite purity and perfecti- 
| on, we have reafonto afcribe! 
‘toour Maker ; whatever may - 
argue infirmitie, mifery , cor: ). 
ruption, we have reafon to 
take to our felves; Neitheris} 
it otherwifein the condition). 
of men: One mans vertuess): 
anothers vice; fo boldnef ina}. 
| . woman, 


Select Thoughts. ; 4i | 


woman, bafhfulnefs in an old 
nan, bounty ina poor man, 
varfimony in the great, areas | - 
oully unbefeeming, as bold- 
iefs ina Soldier, bafhfulnefs 
n.achilde, bounty in the. 
ich, parfimony in the poor, 
re juftly commendable. It is 
1ot enough for us to know 
what is good in it felf, but 
vhat is proper forus: elfe,we | 
nay be blemifhed with that 
vhich is anothers honor. . 


XLVITI. 


It is eafie to obferve thar 
hereare five degrees of the | 
ligeftion of our {pirical 
Ood: Firftitis received into 
he cell of the ear, and there 
ligefted bya careful attenti- 
dn ;.thenit is conveyed into 
thebrain, andthere sigh? 
| e 
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edby due meditation, from | 


‘tongue, in conference, andy 


hand, and there: receives per, 
feé digeftion, in-our aiom) 


| camthefoul live-and profpet 


Select Fhoughts. 














thence itis fent down into:the 
heart; andithere digefted by, 
the: affections: ; and from} 
thence it is conveyed to 


holy confeffion ; and laftly, icf 
is- thenee tran{mitred: to the}. 


and performance : And as the’ 


life-and: Health of the body’ 
‘cannot be maintained, except} 


the material food pals} 
through all the degrees of: 
bodily concoGion , no more}. 


in the-want of any of th 
{piritual degrees ofdiceition, 7 
And as where the food is pet- 
fectly concocted’, the body 
erows far and vigorous; fo 


| is it with the foul, where ve | 


fpiritual 





 digefted: :. Were there nor: 
ilings: ix. all: theft degrees, 
e fouls, of mer would: nor 
‘fo: meager anc unthriving: 
.they.are. Some thare-are. 
ab will not give fo muchas 
ereom: to the: word of 


ath ; {uch are willing: recu-,| 


ots: others:will admic it-per- 
ips, fo. far, bue there leede 
ft ; thefe are fafhionable au- 
tors : fome others can be 
mtent to let it- enter into the 
ain, and takeup fome-place 


their choughts: and: memo- | 


's ; thefeare {peculative pro- 


ffors.;, fome: Cbut.fewer')| 


hers. let 1¢: down into their 


sarts, and thereentertain it) 


ith fecret liking, but hide ic: 


their: bofomes , notdaring | 
make profeffion of :ittorhe. 


world, | © 





Select Thoughts i 
igtual, repaft is thus; kind-| 
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| are there whofe hands fped 
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world; thefe are clofe Nico} 
demians: Others take it ito}, 
their mouthes, and bufie their}. 
tongues in holy chat, yet 
nothing ; thefe are formal dil. 
courfers: But alas, how f 


louder then their tongues 
that confcionably hear, me- 
dirate, affect, {peak, do the 
word of their Maker, andf’ 
Redeemer ¢ | 


X LIX. 


Men that are in the famg* 
condition fpeed not alwayq: 
alike - Barabbas was 2 theil’ 
murderer, feditionary, and 
deferved hanging no lefstheq 
the two theeves that werg 
crucified with our Saviour; 
yethe is difmiffed, and thi 
executed; And even of thele 

. two. 
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two (asour Saviour-faid of) 
the two. women grinding -at-} 
the mill) one was taken,’ the }. 


other refufed; orie went be- 
fore Peter to paradife, the 


other went. before -fudas. into . 


hell : ‘Fhe providence and e-. 
le@ion of a God-mgy make a 


difference; we have no reafon |. 
inthe fame crime, to prefume | 
-apon'a contrary iffue : If that | 
sracious hand fhall exempt us | 
rom the common judgment.| 
f our conforts in evil, we] 
save caufe to blefS his mercy; | 
meit his juft hand fhall fiveep:| 
is away inthe -cdmpany- of}. 


ur wicked confociates, we 
iave reafon.to thank none but 


ut felves for our fufferings. | 


iL -»’ a “y NE aS . 
im Sata pi 
~~ card * 


How fweeta shing is re- |: 


@ 








venge | 
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venge to us naturalty ¢ even) 
the very infant rejoyces to fe || 
him beaten that hach .angerd | 
him ; and is ready with his! 
little hand rogive that Rroke | 
to the by-ftander,, which he). 
would have ‘with more force) . 


| returned tothe offender, and|. 


how many have we known in|. 
mortal quarrels cheerfully) 
bleeding out their laft drop, 
when nn Pi ey = 

enemy galping, and dying 
before eye This a 
fhews. how much there is re) 
nvaining in-out bofome of rhe 


|fting of ‘that old - Sexpens;t 


who was a murderer from thie} 
beginning, delighting in deach,| 
and enjoying. our torment ; 
whereas, on the contrary, 
true grace is merciful, ready | 
to forgive, apt to return goo! 
| , or 





are of , then our difpofitien 


cago bp {word out ‘of 
‘tle of him thar hath | 


‘fonvacds of -God , sas we can: 
"Satan ia AN aioe *HENEDED, 


( 
Le 
iy 


se 





for ot, to pr ey for our per- |‘ 


fecutors s Nething doth more 
clearly evince what Spisit we 


wrongs: recewed: Thecar- 
‘nalheart breathes nothing but 
‘mvenge , ‘and...is ftraighe 


Said , Vengeance jsmine: The 
Aegenemare ‘foul, ‘contrarily ; 
gives place toaveath, and pats, |3 
“mthebomels af mercies, kand- 
‘tefs jramblene $ of minde, meck- 
“mefs, lowe fe ers » ferbaring, 

“fengiving's anc will not 

“ patesCegaeg. with- evils but aa 
tomes rvil with good, Wehave 


“Menit énjuries :;, fo mach, of 


an ee i 


2 Eee ar ewig 
eo, wee : C ? i 
° i AS So ! . 
iy Bee r oe Sane er ee 2 , 
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| LE 
| ‘Itis worth obferving how) |- 
nature hath taught all living|| 
creatures to be their own): 
phyfitians; The fame power! :. 
that gave them a being hath! -. 
| led themto the means of ther", 
own prefervation:. No Indian) _ 
is fo favage, but that he} . 
knows the ule of his Tobac-| . 
_ |eo and Contra-yerva; yea}. 
_ [even the brute creatures are] . 
bred with this skill : The} - 
‘Dog when he is ftomack-fick |. 
1 fean go right to his proper|!. 
-:| Grafs ; the Carto her Neps'- 

the Goatto his Hemlock; the} - 
Weafel to Rue; ‘the Hart’to)’: 
| Diceany ; the-fick Lyon:can) - 
--| cure himfelf with-an Apes the! 
Monkey with a Spider ;:the| — 
Beat with an Ant-heap ; the 
; Panther | 
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Panther with mans. dung ; - 
and the Stork isfaid tohave} 
‘taught man the ufe of the |: 
glyfter ; to what purpofe 
fhould: we inftance when the 
cafe is univerfal? The Tuad 
-hath recourfe to his Plantain- 
‘leaf , the Tortois to his-Peni- 
royal; & in fhort,there is none 
-but knows his own medicine : 
-As for the reafonable crea- 
ture, in all che civilized re- | 
-gions of the world , we may 
well fay now of every nation 
as it was of old faid of Egype, | 
- That it is acountrey of Phy- 
\fitions ; There is not an -huf 
wife, but hath an Apothe- 
-caries. fhop in her Garden;| 
Which affords her thofe re- 
_ceipts , whereby fhe heals the 
ayls of her complaining 
{family. Onely mankinde is 
: - G3 mortally! 





_—— — 7 Aci Oe ee oe 7 
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mortally foul-fick, and na 
turally neither knows , nor 
feeks nor cates for remedy. O |: 


— Ithou that art the great Phy- 


Num.8. 


fician in Heaven, firft cure 
our infenfiblenefs ; make chou 
us asfick of our fins, as we 
have made our felves fick 
fin, and then fpeak the word,| 


and we fhalt bé whole. 
- LIT. 
J: When Lconfider the prect-| 


ous oraments: of the high} 
Prieft, the rich Fabrick and |: 
furniture of the Tabernacle, | 
the bountiful gifts which the} 


| Princes of the Tribes. offered] 


at the dedication of the Altar, 
E cannot but think. what a 
mafs of wealth J/rael brought 
with them.ouc of Egypt; 
thefe treafures grew noc inthe) 
tie “wildernefs 


} ‘Select Thoughts, : : 1§1 


wildernefs ; neither did Facob| 
Jand his fons bring them 
| out of Canaan , they were ga- 
-thered in their Gofhen-: It 
: was an hard bondage under 
| which J/rael was held by the 
‘|lateer Pharaohs , yet,as if then, 
{in ftead of the fumaces of 
| bricks, they had been labor- 
‘Jing in the Silver mines, to, 
‘|their own advantage, they 
come out laden with precious 
frmertals : Whar fhould I fay ro 
jthis ¢ God faid, Ifrael is ty 
‘| fir born, andthe firft bom | 
| was to have a double portion: | 
‘| Whae was Jfrael but a type 
‘Jof Gods. Church? now the; | 
-) Church of God may be held} 
| down with cruel tyranny ; but 
| in {pight of all oppofition ic 
.| will thrive 5 Ard theneh they 
| have lyew among the pots yet foal 
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they be as the wings of 4 Dove 
covered with filver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold , And 
if che Spoufe of Chrift fhall 
be {tripped of her outward or- 
naments: yet the kings daughter 
is allglorious within , rich in|: 
thofe heavenly endowments) 





of Graceand holinefs, which|'.. 
fhall make her dear and}, 


— in the eyes of her ce-|" 


ae 
+4] 


» 
{- 

wy 
| : 
wl 
ma 
. 


‘leftial Bride-groom ; fhortly, |.” 
the Church may be impait-) 
ed in her external eftate; but}}: 
if, the while, fhe gathers fo [ 
much the more of thofe bet-}° 
rer treafures ; what hath fhe i 
loft 2 Godline{s s-great gain||’ 
with contentment , If the ive 7 
lefs of the world and more of ; 
God, what caufe can fhe; 
{have of complaince, or her) _ 

_ enemies of infaleation o | 
LILI. 
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LIEL 


: He that is a God of Order | 


loves both to fet, and keep it ; 
For the fervice of his Sanétu- 


ary he appointed feveral offi- | | 


ces, and in thofe offices fe- 
veral degrees; none of thofe 
might enterfer with others: : 


The: Levites might not medle | — 


with the Preifts charge ; nor 


one degree: of Levites with | 


another: The Potters might 
‘noe thruft in amongft the 


‘Singers , though perhaps.|: 
fome of their voyces might] 
‘be more tuneable’;  neicher |’ 


‘might the Singers change pla--| 


‘ces with the Porters: The 
‘tons of Merari., that. were to 


. Catty the boards, bars, and Num.4.29. : 
pillars of the Tabernacle, and 33- : 


the Court, might not change 
G5 with 
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Num. 4.t§. 


Nutt. 4.20. 


-cartains , and hangings ; ea | 


holy load of the veffels of the | . 





I 


— 
“4 
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with the fons of Gerfbon for 
the lighter burthen of the 





. 
4 











thofe-of Ger{bos, for the more |}. 


San@uary, committed to the |.. 
fons Kohath : Neither}... 
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abide inshe fame calling, where- 1 Cor.7 | 
in lewascalted s perhaps there, ** 
may be a better head for po- 
licy upon Plebeian fhoulders 
then the Governors: fhall chat 
mat leave his rank, and thruft. 
into the chair of government? 
Neither is it other if fpiritual 
offices ;” Iris nothinking that 
the wife and holy God will | 
be pleafed with a wel-meant. 
confufton : -For all our im- 
ployments in the férvice of 
the Almighty, we muft.con- 
ult, not with our abilities, 
bur with our'vocation: - - 
I feetoo many men willing 
tolive tonopurpofe; caring 
only v0 be rid of titrie on what | 
terms foever, making it the: 
onely fcope of their life to 
- . live, oe 





o- 
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live; A difpofition that may 
well befit brute creatures, 
which are not capable of any 
other aym fave meerly their 
own prefervation : but for! | 
menthat enjoythe priviledg | | 
ofreafon, for Chriftians that |‘. 
pretend a title to Religion, |: 
too bafe and unworthy ; |. 
where God hath beftowed |’ ; 
| thefe higher faculties, he looks | .. 
for other improvements ; | :. 
For what a poor thing is jit |%: 
onelytolive ¢ a thing com- }t. 
montous, with the moft de- #.. 
| {pifed vermin, that breeds on |.’ 
-|eur own corruption: but to 
live for fome more excellent |: 
ends, is that which Reafon : 
fuggefts, and Religion per-| . 
| fics: -Here then are divers { | 
| fibordinations “of ends ,|.. 
whereof one makes way for | 
- another, 


_ = 
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another, and all for the fu- 
pream. We labor and exer- 
cifethat we may eat, we cat 
that we may live, and main- 
tain health and ftrength; we 
defire health and ftrength 
that we may do good to our 
felves.and many ; that we 
‘may be able to do fervice to} |. 
‘God;King,and Country; and |_ 
therein, we driveatthe tefti- 
‘mony of a good confcience , 
os to God our holy 
-defires,and endeavors ; and in 
all thefe,. at the glory. and | 
-falvation of our fouls';. and 
Jaftly , inthae, as the higheft 
-Of all ends, at the glory 
-of our bleffed Creator and | 
Redeemer; This is indeed to 

- live : otherwife, we may have 
 abeing for 4 time upon earth , 

, buca life I cannot call it; and 
a . : | when 


’ 
ao 








oS So 


ee 
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when we muft ceafe to be, 
we are neceflarily. fwallowed | 
up with the horror of either: 
not being at all, or of being e- 





ternalliy miferable. 


eee Sede Veg * ? 
All our love is moved fram |. 
fome good which we appre-, 
hend inthe party loved , car-| 


| naklove from beauty ;' word). 


ly from gain, fpiritual from| 
grace ; divine, from infinite! 
goodnefs : Ic muft needs be. 


| therefore, that when the. 


sind and motive. of our 
ove faileth, the affection it 
felf muft ceafe ; thofe that are | 
enamoured of a beautifial 
face, finde their paffion cooled 


i with aloarhfome deformity's 


thofe that. are led by’ the 


| hopes of profit, like wafps, | 


| leave : 
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ree 
“eave buzzing about the gal- | 





















- hy-pot , when all:che hony is | 
: oie thofe that could ie ry | 
ithe rod familiarly in their 
hand, run from it when they 
fee it turnd..to a Serpent: | 
Conrrarily, when that which 
vattraéts our love is conftant 
wtoitfelf, and everlafting , the 
caffeCion fet upon it is permia- 
ent, and eternal : If chen E | 
:tove God for riches , for pre- 
ferment , for my owa ins 
7 ; when intervening 
~croffes ftrip me of the hopes ' 
-of all thefe , I fhall_be ready. 
-t0 fay, wich thar diftemper: ° 
ed ing of J/rael : Behold, | 
_ this evil ws of the Lord, What 
- foould I wait on the Lord any 
. bonger 2-1f ney refpects to my |. 
» Saviour be'for the lodves, and | 
| thes 5 my heatt-is carried a- | 
oe 





er Le man eee sae 
160 ‘Select Thoughts. 

way with thofe baskers of|- 
fragments - but if I can: love) - 
| God for his-;goodnefs . fake, |:. 
this love fliall out-laft rime ; | - 
and over-matchdeath. Sf - 
_ LVI. ¥ 
What a wretched narrow- #:: 
nefs of heart is this which I~ 
finde in my felf, that when I =: 
may have all things, Itake up '* 
with sc, ;-and when I}: 
may. be pe effed of an infi-}a 
nite good, I pleafe my, {elf in} 
gralping a little thick clay ¢*. 
t was a large word that the} 
Apoftle faid to his Corinthi- | 
ans ; Whether Paul, or Apollo, \: 
or Cephas , or the world, or life, | 
or death-, or things prefent , or | 
things. to come, al{ are, yours. |. 
were richer then their neigh- 
a 3 bors? 






Cant. 8.6. 








1 Cor,3.. 


ato 





Select Thoughts. 
ors £ or is not this the con- 
lition of all chofe, of whom 
ie can fay inthe next words, 
eare Chrifise There, there 
omes in all our right to. this 
ifinite wealth ; of our felves 
reare beggars ; inhim, who 
Lord of all, weare feoffed 


1 all things ; for whiles he| — 


ith, AL are yours , and ye are 
‘brifts, and Chrift is Gods, he 
oth in effe& fay , Chrift is 
ours, and in him, God is 
ours: for this right is mutual: 
fow elfe fhould all things be 
urs, if God were notours ; 
mthout whom all is no- 
ting ¢ and how fhould God 
ne Father be ours, without: 
hat Son of his love, who 
ath faid, All things that the 


‘ather hath, are mine, Thouo\4 


“ather artin me’, and Iinthee : 
| No 


165 | 





Joh, 14.6, 


ce 
. Select Thoughts. |: 


No man. cometh to she Father, 
bat bywse? If then Chrifthe: 
mine, all is mine : and if 1° 
have {o oft received him, and” 
fo often renued my unioa: 
with him, how ts he bu 
fel my lf chroughly pol 
cel m through 5 
felt of thee, eH th 
world flide, or fink, I at, 
happy, 
—  OEVIB 
|” God will. not vouchtaf 
| to allow fo. much honor g- 
wicked inftruments, as q 
make them the means of rq 
moving publike evils : Tht 
Magicians. of Egypt coule 
have power to bring fome 
plagues upon thé Land, bat 
had not the power to. take 
them away ; Certainty, there 
7 nee 








Sele& Thongbss: . 163. 
needed a greater power to 
give a being to the frogs, then 
to call them off; yet chis lae- | 
ter they cannot do who pre- 
vailed inthe fir: .Mefes and 
Aaron mult be called to fetch |. 
Mf chat judgment, which the 
Sorcerers have brought upqn 
hemfelves , neither is it: o- 
herwife fill: Wicked men 
‘an draw down thofe sear 
Ipon a nation, which onely 
he faithful muft remove:| ~ 
Che fins of the one :make |. 
vork for the others incer- 
efion' : Do we therefore} 
mart, and gtoan under hea: |: 
vy calamities > we know:'to | 
who we ate beholden: Ths | Jerais10, 
faith the Lord to this people, \'* 
thus have they loved to wander | 
thy have: wok refrained their 
fect, therefore he will now: res 

. + member | 
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Select Thoughts. 


member their iniquity,. and vift. 


their fins, When they fap , A: 
will not bear their cry , and whes : 
they offer. burnt offrings and a: 


| oblation, I will not accept them: 


but I will confume them by th. 
fword, and by the famine, sak: 
by the ae Dowe delist 

to be freed: from: the prefer 
evils and to efeape an. wtsel 
defolation ¢ They are Moe: 
and Aaron that muft do itt 
He faid that he would. mw 
them : had not Mofes bis ebofar 


|. flood before him inthe breath t. 


turn away his wrath, left & 
frould deftroy them: When out 
quarrel is with Heaven, it 


‘| not our force, or our policy 


that can faveus : Every faith- 


| ful man is a favorite of the 


King of glory, and can do 
more -then.command> Legi- 
| oe Bees ons : 





eR 
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ns: Then is a people in fome 
‘ood way . towards fafery; | 
shen they . have .learned to 
‘now their friends. Whiles 
ze have good mens prayers |- 
a grapple with wicked mens 
ns, there may be hopes of 

“LVR ee. 
“The ayming at a good end 
‘wn be ‘no juft excufe: for an 
“plawful act ,‘or difpofition s. 
‘ut if contentment’ did con= | 
‘tinhaving mich, it were a 
we temptation to:a man to!) 
ecovetous + finae. that: cone 

‘ntation is the thing wherein | 
ye heart :of man’ is wone-to,| 
‘lace it’s: chief ‘felicity : net-, 
‘ner-indleed tan these beiaayi} 
NiGhke! vhappisels |; wathoue: 

ts, buts thé: crugh is, -abunr) - 





| dance | 
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danct is:ho whit gully b. 
much :as of cafe , -mwch lek, 
cf a fall joy: how many -havt.. 
we known that have ins 
more pleafed : and. 
howrs , ‘under! an houle 4 
Ricks jand walls of mud, 
‘roof of ftraw, then great Po. 
tentates have done’ unda, 
‘marbles, and’ cedar ? Ang’ 
how many, ‘both .wife “Hea: 


‘them, arid-mmomified Clarif” 


aris have ‘rid’ their : hands ‘of” 
thicit = — 
they’ might: be capa 

bee happy re -Orhber. crea. 
tures do natarally peglodt cha 
which abufed reafon: bidsag: 
dore wporr: If we lad-no beck, 
ter powers then: 'berifts:, da 
fowls; we ‘thould: rectat all 


| eae: foe: thivertercv hike; ior, 


—_ earth: 4 and: if onngraces 
were 
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whit plrene as Preat-as the teat’ of 
caf, SSAimns, We ‘fhoulé look eare- | 










{ gitn affords now ourdebauch- 
1 oud reafon , in Read of ftir- 
{sof s&B us Up to; “emulgte, the beft 
"cheng tares , draws us down 
dor How the bafett of them ; | 
| ols ing us to serie our ‘hap. 


an ri ji ac within 
Bree Orupon the face 
‘this bel ot to” raife 

ie irthoup| 1p +0 'the ‘sto. ve 
srevio their wripindl, | apenas 


ost ret : ki not atthe} 
things 








168 Select Thoughts. 
2 Cone. i things which are, feen , bata 
= the things which‘ are not feen:. 
for the things that are [een a. 
temporal, but the things whith. 


| are not feen areeternal. . 
| ° The holy Pialmift knew. 
well what he faid when hy, 
called the thunder in -ch 
clouds, The voyce of the Lord. 
— {a.woyce powerful and fall 4: 
- eich: The very Heathen: 
| made this the moft awful a¢° 
of their Fupiter ; which chy 
Spirit of God .expreffes iny: 
More. divine language 3: Thy 
'God.of glory thundreth , wpor 
this dreadful found ic is , tha 
the Pfalmift calls tothe migh 
ty.ones, to give unto the,Lap 
glory and frrength,, to give, ante 
the Lord the glory duc to bis 
a ° | naiee : 





t, 
om 


| Plal2gg. 


Plal-29.3- 
Pfaly29.1. 
de 
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mime: a8 it were advifing the. 
cgreat Commanders of the. 
world, when they hear it 
‘thonder, to fall down on 
their knees, and to lift up 
their hands, and eyes, to that 
steat God that {peaks tothem 
‘from Heaven: No man needs | 
to bid the ftouteft heart to 
fear, when this terrible found 
“trikes through his ear; 
which is able to drive even 
‘Neroes and Caligulaes into | 
ench-holes: But this mighty 
oyce calls for an improve-. 
‘nent of our fear, to the glo- 
‘y of that Almighty power 
hence it proceeds: Perhaps, 
tgprefumption of man will} . 
x finding out the ‘natural | . - 
aufes of this fearful uproar} * 
nthe clouds ;--but the work- | 
ng.by means derogates no- |: 
ee H __ithing!|- 
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thing from the God of nature; | 
neither yet are all ‘thundes | 
natural; That whirlwind and! 
thunder, wherein God fpake |. 
‘% |to $06 ; that thunder and’. 
lightning wherein God fpake - 
\to Mofes and I/rael in mount - 
Sinai, that thunder and rain . 
~ | wherewith God an{wered the . 
(prayer of Sawwel in wheat-. 
harveft, for J/raels conviGion . 
in the unfeafonable fnit for.. 
their King ; that thundering”. 
voyce from Heaven that arr. 
9 |twered the prayer of the Son. 
x9. {Of God, forthe glorifying of. 

_ his Name; the feven thun. 
ders thar uttered their-voyees . 
ito the beloved Difciple 1a. 
- | Pathmos, had nothing of or- . 
dinary nature‘inthem: And, 
how many have we heard, 
and redd of, “Fhat for fleight-. 

Scat ae | ‘ 


: a 2 ing 
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ino of this great work. of God, 
have pee 3 heard his vayce, 
and felt his’ ftooke. ; Shortly, : 
if any heart can be unmoved: 
‘atthis mighty voyce of God,| - 
it is Rtiffer then the rocksin|~ —-— 
the wilderne{s 5: for, The voyce | Pfiz9.8. 
of the Lord (haketh thd mitder- 
wes, the Lord fhaketh thewil=\ 
derne{s of Kadéfh::For me, 1} 
tremble at the power, .whiles | 
| l-adore-: the: menty of: thar 
great: God, shat \f{peaks' fa | 
loud to me’: It is:my.com-} - - 
fort that-he is my Bather, who] | 
approves thimfelf thus qmani- 
potent ; ‘his laveds no lefs in- 
finite choh His powery Decthe: 
tetror Beto thema@har: know] 
him angry; let my confidence | 
overcome my:fear z Jrids.the 
Lord, les him: do wher he:will.: | 
| Allisnoctight with tmewilly 
a ae 2 have]: .- $ 
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Select Thoughts. 
have ateained. to tremble at 
him while he fhineth , and to 
rejoyce in him whiles he 
thundreth.- - 5-0 = 
LX. 3 

Wetalk of mighty warri- 
orsthar have done great ex- 
ploits in conquering king- 
doms; but the Spirit of God 
tells us ofa greater conqueft 
then all theirs 5 Whatfoever 
is born of : God overcometh 
the world ,  and-this- is the 
vittory. that overcometh the 
world, even our faith 5 A- 
lafs , the conqueft of thofe 
great Commanders was but 


| poor and partial; of fome 


{mall {pots of: the earth ; 
the conqueft of a -regenexate 


_| Chriftian is univerfal , of the 


whole: world, :- Thofe other 





_” conquerors , 


On cena 


Select Thoughts. 


conquerors, whiles they pre- 
vailed abroad, were yet o- 
vercome at home: and .whiles 





they were the Lords of nati-'| 


ons, were no other then-vaf- 


falstotheir own lufts: Thefe 


begin their viGtories at home, 
and enlarge their Triumphs 
over all their fpiricual ene- 
mies: The glory of thofe o- 
ther victors was laid down. 
with their bodies in the duft , 
the glory that attends thefe., 
is eternal; -What pity it -is 


thatthe true Chriftian fhould - 
not know his own greatnefs ;,| 


that he may raife his thoughts 
accordingly; and bear him- 


felf as oné that tramples the 


world under his feet ¢ For all 
that is inthe world, ws the luft of; 
inl » the luft of the eyes... 


, hath 


~ 








the pride of life:,- thefe he) 
me 


























Select Thoughts, — °| ‘tu. 
jhach truly fubdued in him- 
felf ; not fo as to bereave them 
bof life, but of rule; ifhe have 
‘Heft chem fome kinde of being 
fRtillin him, yet he hath left 
them no dominion ; and 
therefore may well ftile him-| : 
felf the Lord of the wofld:| 
Far, fartherefore be it from 

_ | him , that he fhould fo abjea, 
and debaft himfelf, as robe 
a flave to his vaffals: none but | 
|holy and high thoughts , and 
demeanors., may now befeem | 
him; and in thefe {piritual | 3 
regards of his inward great-| ‘os. 
nefs, and felf-conquefts, his} : 
word muft be; either €efar,| 
or nothing. .. _ 
LXI. . 

— I fe fo many. kindes of} ; 
phrenfies in the world, ang 
aa | : 





ay 
taken 
i dou 
#0 aC 
rhetoy 





Select Thoughts. ZG 


fo many feemingly wife 
brains taken with them , that 
I much doube whom I may 
be fure to account free from | 
either the touch, or(at leaft)| — 
the danger of this indifpofiti- 
on; How many opinions do. 
I fee raifed every day, that’ 
argue no lefs- then a meer| 
{piritual- madnefs¢ fuch as| . 
if they: fhould have been but | 
mentioned feven years ago, 
would have: been queftioned, 
out of what Bedlam they had: 
broken loofe. And for dif-: 
pofitions ; how do we fee one 
fo ragingly furious , ‘as if he 
{had newly torn ‘off. - his 
chaines , and efcaped ; :ano- 
{ther fo ftupidly fenfelefs , 
that you may thruft pins into; 
him, uptothe head, andhe| © 
ftartles not at: it: One fo 
os H.4  dump-'} 
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| dumpifhly fad, as if he would | - 
freez to death in melancholy, | :. 
and hated any contentment! . 
‘but in forrow; another fo] . 
apifhly jocund, as if he cared | - 
_|forno other paftime then to} | 
_| play with feathers : One fo} © 
fuperftitioufly devout, that! _ 
he is ready to cringe, and] | 
crouchto every ftock, ano-| : 
ther fo wildly prophane, chat} * 
he is ready to {pic Godin the) * 
face: fhortly, one fo cenfori-| 
{ ous of others,as ifhethought; - 
tall men.mad but himfelf; an-| . 
other fo mad,as that he thinks} . 
himfelf and allmad men fo-} ” 
‘ber, and well-witted. = | ° 
| Inthis ftore and variety of, ° 
diftempers (were I not fure | 
ofmy own principles) I could | 
eafily mifdoubt my felf, now, 

fecled on firm grounds, I can 

Aas | ___ Pity 
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7 


pity and bewail the woful 


diftraction of many; and can 
but fend them for recovery to 
that divine wifdom, who calls 
to them in the openings of the 
gates, and uttereth her words, 
faying ; How long ye filly oncs 


Prov. 3.22. 


will ye love fimplicity ? andthe| — 


‘corners delight in their fcorn- 
‘ing, and fools hate knowledge , 
turn-you at my reproof : Oye fim- 
‘pleunderftand wifdom , ‘and ye 
‘fools be ye of an under ftanding: 
| heart’: Bleffed is the man that 
| heareth me, watching daily at my 
| gates: But he that finneth again(t 





Proy.8. 5; 





Prov:8.34,5 . 
: 356 


me, wrongeth his own foul: all\ 


they that hate me,love death. | 
XII 


| -Man,. as he confifts ofa 


‘|double.nature, fleth and. Pie 
‘|, fo is he placed in a middle 


Hg, _ rank. | 





“ 
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| rank becwixt an angel, which |. 
is {pirit , and abeaft, which | 
is flefh; partaking of the’ 
qualities, and performing the 
acts of both: he is angelical 
' | in his underftanding , tn. his | 
fenfual- affections, beaftial : |. 
and to. whether of thefe he | 
moft enclineth , and con- | 
formeth himfelf, that part} 
wins more of the other,, and | 
| gives a denomination to him; 
foas , he that was before half | 
angel, half beaft, if-he be. 
drowned in fenfuality, hath 
loft theangel, andis become 
a beaft, if he be wholly: 
| taken up with heavenly Me- | 
ditations, he hath quit the! 
‘beaft, and is. improved an- 
gelical: It is hard'to hold an 
equal temper; either he muft 
degenerate into.a beaft , or be 
- ‘advanced 








Select Thoughts: , 





advanced to an angel ;. meer. 


reafon - fufficiently. appre- 


hends the difference of the: 
condition: Coulda beaft be | 


capable. of that: faculty ,. he 


would wifhto beaman, ra- | 


ther then a brute, -as he is: 


iThere is not more difference | - 


‘betwixt a’man, and beaft, 


then between an: angel and. 


abrutifh man; How mutt I 
needs therefore be worfe then 


beaft, if} when I may be pre-| 
ferred to that happy honor ,. 


i thall rather:affe@t to be a 


beaft, then anangel ¢ Away} - 
then with the beftial delights. 
ofthe fenfual appetite ; let not.| ’ 


- 
1 


my foul fink inthis-mud; let |. 
mebe wholly forthofe intel-.| 
leGnal pleafures which’ are- 
pure and {piritual : ‘and: lec:| 
my ambition be; to come as 

. _ neer.|. 








ee aoe, 
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neer tothe Angel as. this clog 
of my flefh will permit. 


_| mopifh and ftupid , with too 


| vulnerable; this is the ftate 


| bewitched: with. worldly 
| pleafur.s: chat: they are not 


Select Thoughts. 


LX 
There is great difference in 


mens difpofitions under affi- | 
étion: Somethere are, dead- 


hearted patients, that grow 


deep a fence of their. fuffer- 
ings; others out ofa carelefs 
jollity are infenfible even of 
fharp and-heavy croffes: We 
are wont to {peak of fome., 
whofe inchanted flefh is. in- 


of thofehearts., which arefo 
tabe- peirced with any cala- 


mity., that may befal.chem 
in. their eftates, children, 





husbands ,- wives, friends; 


Select Thoughts. 
foasthey can fay with Sols- 
mons drunkard , They have 


fricken meand I was not fick, 


they have beaten me but I felt it 
mt, Thefe are dead fiefh, 


which do-no more feel the 
knife, then if it didnot atall 


enter; for whom .fome corro- 
fives are: neceffary’ to make 
them capable of {mart: This 
difpofition , though it feem 
to carry a face: of Fortitude, 
and Patience, yet is juftly 
| offenfive; and nota little in- 
jurious- both to-God, and the 


foul: To God ; whom it:in- | 


deavors to fruftrate of thofe 


holy ends. which he -pro-- 
pofeth to himfelf in: our 
fufferings.; for wherefore 
doth he affia@-us, ifhe would 
not have us: afflicted 2 where=- 
fore doth.the father whip 


' the 
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‘I thechilde, but that he would | 


have him {mart ; and by, 
{marting bettered’ he looks 
for cryes andtears ; and the 
childe that weeps not under | 





__ | the rod issheld gracelefs : To’ 


‘| patience have its - perfect 


the foul,,whom it robs of the 
benefit of our fuffering; for, 
what ufe can-there be of: 
patience where there is no 
fence of evil? and how can 





work, where itis not.? 
Betwixt: both thefe ex- 
treams, if we would have our: 
fouls profper , a mid-difpof- 
tion muft be attained; ot 
muft be fo fenfible of evils , 


that we:be not ftupified with | 





“i them;- and fo refolute under 





our crofles, that we may be, 
truly fenfible of them : not fo 
brawned under the rod:, chat | 

, ae we! 








Select Thoughts. 


we fhould not feel it, nor 


yet fo. tender that we fhould | 


over-feet it : mot more pa- 
tient under the ftripe, then 
willing to. kifs the hand that 


inflicts. it. a | 


EX IV. 


God as heis one, fo he |. 
loves finglenefs. and fimplici- | 
ty in the inward parts : as |- 


therefore he hath been Fin 
fed to give us thofe fences 


double, whereby we might. 


let in for our felves , as our 
eyes, and ears; and thofe 
limbs. double, whereby we 


might act for our felves, as 


our hands and feet , fo thofe 
which he would appropriate 
co himfelf, as our hearts for 


beleef, and our tongue for: 
confeffion , he hath given us:| 
a ee fingle, 
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184 _ Select Thoughts. 
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fingle 5 neither did he ever) « 
me ey or can abide two; ° 
\hearts in a bofome, ole 
tongues-in one mouth : Iris} :: 

then the hateful ftile, which; «: 

the Spirit of God gives to an} 

Jam.4.8. | hypocrite , that he is dowble- | 
minded ; In the language of | «; 

- | Gods Spirit ,. a fool hath not; 

.. | heart, and a diffembler: hath: = 
an-heart, and’an heart; and. » 

‘furely, asa man that hathtwo:, | 

heads is. a monfter in nature, 

fo he that hath two heartsis| | 

no lefs .a {piritual monfter to! - 

God: For the holy.and wile} : 

God hath made one for one; 

One minde, orfoul, for one | 

‘body : And if the regenerate 

man have swo:men in: one; 

the old: man, andthe new; 

yet itis fo; asthat‘one is fieth, 

she other fpiric ; che. minde 

| | - then 


' 









- Select Thoughts. 
“wif then is not double ; bur the 
) iby 4aw Of the mind is oppofed to 
sla ‘the law of the fleth; foas here 
are ftrivings, in one heart, 





pie, a0t the fidings of two : for | | 


joysrtutely , the God of unity can 
“fe gatteither indure multiplication, 
tanmttor divifion of hearts, in one 
, ‘bret : If then we have one 
male Heart for God, another for 
‘ Mammon, we, may: be fure 
! , God will not own this latter ; 
iat “how fhould he , for he made 
ol tnot ¢ Yea, moft juftly will 
Wo de difclaim both, fince that 

Which he made was but one, 
Mya his double. And~as the wife 


lan 


i has hathtold-us , That God | 


tar nothing which he hath 
TY Pade: fo may we truly fey, 
en fod hateth -whatfoever he 
th rade not ; fince what he 
ey ade not, is onely evil: 
che F _ When 


a ee et 





Rom,7.23. 


en ee 


When L have done my beft,I- 

~ | fhall have buc a weak and a. 
oi faulty heart ; but, Lord, la’ 
Pfal.x34. | ix be buca fingleone : Searé. 
23934." | me, OGod, and know my hear, 

| try me, and know wy thouchts.. 
and fee if there be any witha’ 
way in me, and lead mein th. 
wayeverlafing. 

| LXV. - 

"| Thereisakinde of not-be\ 
ing in: fin , for fin is. nota’ 
exiftence of fomewhat rhatis’ 
butadeficiency of that reQi’: 

-| tude which fhould be : itis, 
| privation , but not without 4 
real mifchief ; as blindned 
is but d privation of fight, ba: 
atrue mifery: Now, apriva 
,tion cannot ftand alone si 
muft have fome: fubje@ 


+ 


| leanupon; thereisno blind 
| | ne { 


—_— 
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nefs but wherechere isaneye,| 
no death but where there hath | 
been a life ; fincherefore fup- | 
poles a foul, wherein it is, 
andan act whereto it -clea- 
veth: and thofe aéts of fin are 
they which the Apoftle cals. 
he works of darkne[s, So as 
there is a kinde of operofity. 
nfih, inregard whereof fin- 
rers are ftiled, The workers of 
‘migatty: And furely there are: 
ins, wherein there is more 
oyl and labor, then in the 
iolieft ations ¢ What pains 
nd care doth the theet take 
n fetting. his match, in 
vatching forhis prey? How} — 
loth he {pend the darkeft and 
oldeft nights inthe executi- 
mn Of his plot ¢ What fears, 
what flights, what hazards, 
Whar fhifts are here to a- 
voyd 









— 
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Select Thoughts. 


voyd notice and punifhment: 


The adulterer fays, The 


| floln waters are fweet 5. bu 
| that {weet is fauced to hin’ 
.| with many careful thought: 
with many deadly dangers. 


The fuperftirious bygor, wh. 


1 is himfelf befotced. wich 4. 


ror, how doth he traver: 
Sea and landto make a Prof 
lyte ¢ What adventures dot, 
he make, what perils doch f. 
‘run, what deaths doth #) 


challenge,tomarafoul: ~ 


-So as fome men_ take mo: 
pains to goto Hell, then for: 
others do, to goto Heavet. 
Othe fortifhriefs of finnet: 
that with atemporary mifet. 

will needs purehafe an ete. 


“nal ! How fhould we thin 


no pains fufficient for thea: 
taining of Heaven, when Me 
a. : ¢ 


a 
Select Thoughts. 185 
fee wretched men toyl fo] . - 
much for damnation? .: -. 
ee EsevE | 
‘With ‘what. elegance and.| 
orce doth the holy Ghoft ex-. 
srefs our Saviours leaving of |- 
he world; which he.cals his: 
aking home again, or his re- 
ceiving up ¢ Intheformer, 
mplying.,. That the Son of 
Sod was.,,for thetime, fent | 
out of his. Faghers houfe,, to. 
hefe. lower xegioris of “his 
‘wile,.. or pilgrimage, and 
‘vas now. -re-admitted. into: 
hofe his. glorious. manfions ; | 
athe lattes, fo incimating his, 
riumphancafcenfion, that he. 
fle over his bitter paffion: 
surely , he wasto take death. 
n his way ;.fo he cold ‘his| — 
Difciples , ;in the. walk, to | - 
eo . ° Emauws: sae 
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Luk.24.26.| 





“Select, Thouxhis.: 


Emais : Oncht not Chrift t0 
foffer theferhings , and to enter 
into his glory? He mutt be lift- 
ed upto the CrofS,ere his Af- 
cenfion to Heaven; but, asif 
the thought of death wer 


hb eC hes ee Or Na. ok 


Rc, SU, cel ro Ss a aes Ae ert pl ae gi ting te ge! oe pee ee ae % * ib 


Select. Thoughts. . ion } 
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rified humanity he afcended 
by his own Power into his 
Heaven : Forus , we muft bé | 
content that one part of us 
‘ve rotting forthe time, inthe 
duft, whiles our fpiritual pare. 
hall by the miniftery of An- 
sls be received up to thofe| 
everlafting habitations: Here | 
san Affumption therefore, 
crueand happy, though not, 
ts yet, total: And why 
hould I not therefore have 
7 heart taken up with che 
flured expeCation 7 this 
-eceiving up into my glory ¢' 
Wh io fa look beyond. 
death , atthe eternally-blef,: 
ed condition of this foul of 
‘mine ; whichin my diffolu- 
ctonis thus crowned with im- 
mortality 7 So_ doth, the Sea- 
beafen Matriner ‘chear* up 

ae himfelf 





192 Select Thoughts. 


‘himfelf with the fight of thar 

Heaven, which he makes for; 
So doth the Travailer com- 
1 fort. himfelf, when after a 
= | tempeftuous ftorm he fees the 
| Sun breaking forth. in his 
| brightnefs. : 

| Tamdying; but, O Savi- 

Job.r1.23,, OUL, thom art the refurrection 

and the life, he thas beleeves in 

thee, though he be dead yet fuel. 

Eiae6 19: | he live : Awake, and fing. 

y¢ that dwel inthe daft , fr thy. 

| | | lew is-4s. the dew of herbs, and. 
; theearth fhallcaft out the dead: 
Bleffed: arethé dead that dye in. 

the Lord for they reft from their. 

labors, and their works follow. 





theme 7 

 } LXVIL 

| ..Whae need I be troubled: 
thar J finde in my felfa fear of 
oe Deathe 





5 Pics - we eos 
e 


Select Thoughts. 

|Death 2 what J/raelite is not 
_teady-to run away atthe fight 
of this Golah ¢ This fear 
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z } 


q 
s 
‘ 


is natural, and fo far from, | 


being evil, that it was inci 
-dent into the Son of God, 
who was heard inthat which 
he feared ; Chriftianity-{erves 
otto deftroy, batto rectifie 
nature. Grace regulates this 
-paffion in. us, and corrects 


the exorbitances of it, .never. 


tatended to toot it.our:: Let 


me therefore entertain. this | 


fear, but fo, as that’ I may 
mafterit, if Icannot avoyd 
xear,: letit be fuch as may be 
incident into a faithful man-: 
Whiles my; fear apprehends 
juft terrar. in the face of 
Death , let: my faith lay. faft 


o 


hold on‘thas bleffed Saviour, | 


who bath . both: overcome ., { 
| I and 


. N 
a ed 





end in joy, my death in ad-e ; 


oe ee ee eens. gp em ee eg, ee eee Nee 
. 


» Select | Thonghss ‘ 
and fiweetned it; on that™s 
bleffed eftaxe of plory which xs 
accompanies it ; say fear fall 2; 


vantage, he 
th 


Pa is saad prt pe er ati 
n upon the old ape of thts 
one i the laf ae and (| 
therefore neareft to the db), 
folution ; andif time it fll ,, 
did not evince ic, che difty,, 

tion and qualities would, 
moft evidently doit ; For tite, 
what cold remper of charg 
are we grown’ whit mtth, 
Ice is in thefe {pirrual veins %., 


{the annararal and. wnkindly:; 
‘|duthings of felflove abound, 


indeed every where, butfor, 
true Chriftaniove itis cont, 
to old Davids pals, it mays, 













itcan getnohest: Belides , 
what whimftes , and: fancies 


world poffelled withal, be- | 
yond the examples of ‘all for- 
mer times? what wilde and 





no other-proof then the effu- 
fion of fo much blood in this |. 
prefent age , as‘many preced- | 
ing centuries of ‘years have 
beenfparingtofpil, = = 
ete 
moral diftempers of difeafes , 
the confluence whereof hath } 
made this age more — 

= I3 ly. 
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Select Thoughts. 


~ |ly-miferable then all che 





former ¢ for, when ever was 
there fo much _prophane- 
nefs, atheifm, blafphemy, 
{chifm, excefs, difobedience,} - 
oppreflion, licentioufnefs, as| 
we now figh under ¢ Laftly,} 


‘\that which is the common| - 


fault of age, loquacity, isa| - 
plain evidence of the worlds] - 
declinednefs: for , was there] « 
ever age guilty of fo much 


{tongue, and pen as this laft: 


were ever the Preffes fo cloy-| « 
ed with frivolous work? E-| : 


bic man thinks what he lifts, | - 
an 


nd {peak$§ what he thinks,| : 
and writes what he fpeaks,| - 
and prints what he writes ;| - 


Neither would the world] - 
| talk fo. much ,. did it not make} : 
|-account it cannot talk long.| - 


What. fhould we do then, . 
| . fince| 





i ain’ 


Select Thoughts. 


lince we know the world truly 
old, and now going upon his 


great,and fatal Climacterical, | 


but .as difcreet men would 
carry themfelves to impotent 
and decrepit age , -bear with 
the infirmities of it, pity and 
|bewailthe diftempers, ftrive 
againft the enormities, and 
prepare for the diffolution. 
LXIX, » 
There cannot be a ftronger 
motive to awe.and obedience, 
then that which Saint Peter 


enforceth ; That God. is 
both a Father and a Judg: 


The one is atitle of Love and | 
Mercy; the other of Juftice. 


What ever God is , he is 
all thae ; he is all Love and 
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1 Per.t.17.: 


Mercy; Heis all Juftice ; He; — 


isnot fo a Judg, that he hath 
I 


3. _swaved | 





198 «= Select Thoughts. . 


waved the title and affection 
ofa Father: He is not foa Fa-| 
~ |therthat he will remit ought 
of his infinite, juftice as a 
Judg : He is, he will ever be} 
both ree in one ; and we 
muft faften our ¢yes upon} 
" Photh thefe at ae ae | 
accordingly affected unto} 
both : Heisa Father, thete-| - 
fore here muft be a loving} - 
awe ; He isa Judg, and there-| 
fore here muft be an awful! . 

{love and obedience. So mul 
we lay hold upon the tender} | 
mercies of a Father that _ } 
may rejoyce continually; fo] - 
muft a apprehend / the} . 
| Juftice of a nghreous Judg,| 
that we do lovingly tremble, | : 
Why then fhould man def-| 
pair ¢ God. isa father; All] - 
the bowels of mortal and hu-| ; 

: . mane 





—— 






2.& 
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= 
z 
: 


hime Gow dare man pre- 
nce, SHY ME, fince this Farher is 2 
on tk} SS* Te is for finful fieth 


ate #14 blood toz be partial ; 
mntiontt| "UD parents may be apt to 
yi (Onnive ar thé fins of thelr 
WA lovns, or bowels, be- 
|e theirs 5 ‘either they will 


mt Xx punithehem: The infinite 
: 


— 





/ Mt fee them , . of not hace 
, ornot cenfure them, or: 





l4 _jultice 


ee eae eee 
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Select Thoughts. 








1 Pet.1.17. 





juftice of a God cannot wink [ 
at our failings : There isno/} 
debt of ourfin, bie muft be: 
paid in our felves, or out} 
furety : If then we call him 
Father; who without dh of 
perfons judgeth according ts| 
every:mans work; why do we} 
not pafs the time of our fojourn-| 
ing bere infear? — oe 

“ EXX.. oe. 
~ Howrterriblea motion was|° 
that, ( which was made by| 
the two Difciples ) of com-} 


| mandifig” fire to. come down} 


from Heaven, and confume | 
the ‘inhofpital Sansaritans ¢ | 
Me thinks, I could tremble 
but’ at the imagination of fo 
dreadful a judgment, ‘as they 
did not feartofue for 5 Yetif 


we look tothe offence, it was | 


__ 0! 
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{no pofitive ac of indignity 
‘offered to Chrift , but the 

} meer.not-lodging of his train ; 

‘and that, not out of a rude 
“inhumanity, butoutof are-|  . | 
- ligious{cruple : what could 
they have faid if thefe Sama- 
' sttans had purfued them with 
' fwords,and ftaves,and ftones? 

Whom fhall we hope to finde 
free from cruelty of revenge, 
when even the Difciple of | . 
: Love was: thus. over-taken ¢ 
- What wonder is it if natural | 

“men be tranfported with fu- 
tious deftres, when foemi- 

nent Domefticks, and follow- | - 
ets of our Saviour were thus 
faulty ¢ Surely nature in man 

|’sctuel:; neither is there any 

Creature under Heaven: fo 
bloody to its own kinde : 
| Even Bears and Wolves, and} 


os AS A VE 








202 Select Thoughts. 
Tigers devour not one ano- 
‘ther; andif any of them fall |: 
out in fingle combats for a}! 
prey, hereisno publique en- |! 
gaping for blood ; neither do |: 
they affe& to enjoy cach o-|: 
| therstormenc ; rather enter- | 
taining one anothers com: }:j 
plaints.wich pity ; Let bue a} 
fwine cry, the reft of the herd ty, 
within the noyle, come nun- kni, 
ing in, to fee and compafiion- 
ate his pain , onely man re-: 
| joyces in the mifery of the: 
‘fame flefh and blood with} 
_{ himfelf, and loves totriumphy a4, 
in his revenge : whiles wel ),, 
}arethus affected, we know |-;,, i 
‘not of what fpirit we are; Web» «7 
‘may foon learn ; we are even 
fe mg — = Was 4 mAn-s 
| flayer from the becinning ; 
| for the good iri, is jutt 
: | ftyle 











| Select Thoughts, — 203 


le is the preferver of wsen , ' Job.7.20. 
mh Bees ot Ad fon of 
man Was, not to deffroy mens is cg 
lives, but to pe a ad his | _— 
chargetorhefe, and all other 
his difciples ; | ~iBe mercifall, #3 Luk.6, 36. 
your Father elfo is merciful, and 
how: eafily may we obferve 
| tharthis very difciple (as if in 
way of abundant fatisfaction 
forthis rafh éver-fight) calls 
more for love, then all the. 
reft of his matters train, tel- | : 
ling us that God 7s love, and he Tex 
that dwelleth te love , dwelleth | *"° 
in-God, and God inbim : and, 
Beloved , let us love one ano-. 
ther > For love ts of God ; and 
every one that loveth #8 of God, 
and knowesh. God’: He that 
loveth' wot, knowetlr not God :. 
fr Ged s Yove. Shortly then, 
What would not this- holy, 
3 difciple| 


: tJohs4.7, 


1 Jo.4.8. 





reas re Pe 
vet 
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| their actions are. for our wor 


: an amjangtt, men.3:: how, ab-. 


Select Thoughts. 

difciple have given. to have 
recalled this fiery. motion’ ¢ 
The more mercy and charity 
is in us, the more we have of |,’ 


God ; the more fury, and: re- |; 
venge ; sof. Satan. 













“scinbe 
‘Sag. fh 
ty Mol 
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‘ ge FAM LQ 
Nuch caution muft be had 7" Th 


in our imitationtof the ations % hi 
of the holieft :.cautions,,. both .. Wi 
in refpeét of. the perfons, and i 

of the.actions : God: himielf, a 
ye ,» God-cloathed in fleth,} ¥ 
€ though he. pattern of . alli, 
perfection) i ts not for our uni} 
verfal imitation. ; che moft of 


der, not for our exampling ;{_ 


d.wererit ina Peafant OL, 
imitate a King -:. ‘or one. ofhuc 
= foo robe, a: Souldier 2 
J 











. Select Thoughts. 





If Mofes climbe up the. hill | 
of God, Sinai ;. fhall another 
Iraelite fay’, Mofes goes up, | 
why not. I ? So he might | 
have paid dear for his pre- | 
fumption : Mofes was called 
up, the reft -were- limited ; 
andif a beaft touch the hill, | 
he fhall dye. Thar act may 
befeem one, which would be 
very incongruous in. another 4 
The dog fawns: upon his ma- 
fter ,. and: hath . his back 
ftroaked:,. if the Afs do the 
like’, he:is bearen: ‘We are 
naturally ‘ape “tai be:carried | 
with examples ': Iris. one of | 
the greatéft imptovements of | 
wifedom:ta know,,.whor, in 
what-,' art: how) far.'we mayer 
imitate: "Phe bet: have their | 
weakneffes:, rhere.is:no. copy. 
without a blur’: Be ye fal | 
O ag . lowers \' 
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Select Thoughts. | 


lowers of mse, faith the chofen 
Veffel , buthow ¢ Even as] 


| aan of Chrift : Icis fafe follow- | 
| ing him that cannot erer. 


OLXXIR 
God who is fimply one, : 


infinitely perfect , abfolutely 


compleat in himfelf, enjoys | 
himfelf fully , from all. eter- 
nity, without any relation to 
the creature: bur knowing 
our wants, dnd weaknefles, 
he hath ordained a focicty for 





our well. being: and therefore | 


even in ‘mans-innocency, 
could fay» It 25 net good for, 
msn to be.alepe : And why 
Lord ¢ why-might ‘not man 


have taken pleafiie: enough: 

inthe a a 
€ 

| 


his Paradife, in contempla- 
ting thine Heaven, in the, 


| acs command | 
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command of thine obfequi- 
ous creatures, and above all, 
in the fruition of thy divine 
prefence , in that happy inte- 
‘grity of his nature without 
any acceffion of other helps ? 
Surely, thou who kneweft 
well what difpofition thou | 
hadft put intohim, intend- 
edft to fic him with ali meet 
conveniences : and thou who | 
madeft him fociable, before 
he could have any focie- 
ty ; thoughrft fic to ftead 
him with fuch a fociety , as 
might make his life comfort- 
able to him. Wife Solomon 
obferves ir ont of his deep ex- 2 
perience, for 4 vanity under | eccl.g. 7, 
the Sun, That there is one alone, \ 8:9 

and there is not afecond, and 
a ; yr $s better then one, 

aule they have 4 good rewar 

sips nb | sew In 
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Matt. 10. 2, 


3949 


Luke. 10%: 


a a 
< a . .- t a 
sa 


(gle, but by pairs ; and fo 
doth their Lord fend them!’ 
upon the great errand of his! 
Gofpel : And when he {e- | 
| conded that Work by acom- 





~ 


‘Select Thoughts. 


In the Plantation of the. 


Evangelical Church, the A- ; 


poftles are not reckoned fin- 





miffion given to his feventy. 
Difciples:'; He fent them two 


aud two.before his- face, into|: 


every City and place, whither he 


| himfelf. would come: After this, 


when our Saviour had left the 


Jearth,. Pasl.and Barnabas go 


together., and: when they are 


-| parted, .Pasl-and Silas, Bar- 


vabas.and Mark are forted: 


_ | Single indeavors feldom prof- 
..; | per’; many. hands make the 


work both quick and fure: 
They can be no friends tothe 
happy eftate of a Family ot 
_ pe _... Church, 









Select Thoughts. 


iat ditractions ; Divifion makes 
i cera way formine.- ._ 
Teva ; 

1S; # LX XITI. oe 
di: Under the Law there was 
crm difference, asof Ages; faof 
wit? Sexes: Circumcifion was ap- 
ik“ propriated to the Male: In 
bs the Temple .there was. the 


fot!” Coure of the Jews 5 and | 
:fe-withous that, the Court of | 


the Women x neither might. 
“AEthar Sex. go: beyond. their. 
talbounds 5 and. ftillitcis fo in 
BePeheir : Jewith. Synagdgues : 
en But in Ghrift, there is neither 
silMale, nor Fémale. As. the 
rt foul hath no Sex; fo God 
dot: makes no difference in the ac- 
md teptation of either; As- it.is: 


andthe honor of the orie Sex,that'| 


ds tChritt the Son of God wasa 


pte 
Cit 


Church, that labor tO pale | 


ym 2 mans; |} 


209 





210 Select Thoughts, 


man; foit isthe honor of the ~ 
. forher Sex, chat he was bom, 
of a woman: And if the, 
woman be (as fhe is in natu) 
the weaker veffel, yet theis no, 
lefs. capable of Citace thea 
[the ftronger , asthe chine 
| ime may receive as precios : 
quor, as the beft plates 
Good Anns as well as Sawes,,” : 
| sl at to chem new- batt, 





Luk. 203 &. 


were no lefs. zealous attends : 
ants of Chrift,. both in 
Luk. 8.2534 tife and death , ‘then the : 
forward Difciples ; yea, th 
followed him, when his doy, 
meftick followers forfook.” 
emg neither could be parted’ 
‘either his Cn , or hist 
rave. 
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Sel Te Sele Thoughts. 


an; fotsits Andthey were the firft that | 
ner Sx, tttere honored: with the no-| 
*g won: Mike, and meffage of their 
vman be (shtivevionss bleffed Refurrecti- 
mares, and “Afcenfion , then 
paledloftich, what imployment 

, shuld be more noble : The 
s may rece 
sii 











Jok.20. 
17- 





Pfal.6?. 


ion sx680y of the Pre 
olny pqsttordis Feminine: However 
: roa rein natural 5 | sa 

erefpe@s, the Philo- 


iar: dntoblels God, that he had 
£ Chit, wkkdehim a man, and not a 


ot ec are the beft) regards, | 
ad bits, 











4 





‘King Tames 
bis preface 
mMOnitory. 


Mark.14,31. 


Select Thoughts. 


ters, yet he makes nonce in th | 








ed _and that he fo in: 


differencl 4 peoples Heaver 
with both Sexes., that, fo. 
ought we know , the greatef 


__ | Saint there, is of ” weake 


Sex. - 
LXXI V. 
There is. nothing mort 


hy then fora man ‘to by. 
courageousin atime of fafety - 


and to defie thofe danger 


which he neither feels no 
fees. Whiles the coaft i 
clear, every man can be ready 
to fay , with Peter ; Thong 
allmen, yet not! ; if I fhoul: 
dye with thee, I will not den: 


thee in any wife: But wher 
theevil hour cometh , wher 


our enemy ye armed in 
the lifts, ready to encounter 
US, 


—_ 


bow 


a6"nd to grapple refolutely 


d tht “sich dangers and death, it is 


0S he praife and proof of :atrue 
x6, Phriftian valour’. 


WW te And this is that which the 


sof "\poftle calls fanding ; in op- |! 


vg to both falling, and 


XIN bfs, and fleeing for fear. It 


nodal not be poffible for us 
'4aMinstoftand, if we hall rut 


| Select Thoughts, 


——4s, then to call up our _— | 
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Ephel.6.1 > 
na 


ing: Falling, oucof:faint- | - 


atm our own-feet ; ‘In, and of | - 


thot br felves, the beft of usare 
ithe "yt meer cowards , neither 
tin be ‘able fo much as to 
in@l-iok our enemy in the face: 
Pest ould we be perfect victors? 
tls) 2emuft go out of our felves, 
Ioik 2 the God of our ftreagth : 
¢: *E we have made him ours, 
ymntttho fhall, yea, who can be 
cas *sainkt us ¢ We can do ak 


ae 


ro ce _ _ things | Phil.g.r3. | 





therfore 





In thee, O Ged, have I 
de (ortiace mht ( citbty 


ips aceon tanae. oh : 
! mers mgd 


tvs whem I 
| pa elas and ah 
of my pr geth 9 : wil 4 
uponthe Lord, wis wi. 
be praifed ; i fat his 


from mine cnemics. aK 












L XX v. 
Tis difparagement enough 
dche Apoltte cafts upon all 
the vifible. things ‘ of this 
ic workd , That the things which 


aed, and gilded ¢ Al} 


things that are meafired by 
ine are thus brittle: Bodily 
ga lubftances of what kinde fo- 


‘te slyeopentothe eye; and 


being feen,can be id no other, 
then a fading condition , even | 


staged goodly Fabrick of Hea- 


ven ; which we fee, and ad-: 
" smite, ‘tuft be chat ed , and 
f in a fort diffolve How! 


ban oo Be chee 









2as | 


tite aw ne 
ye) Sele ert Ting 


; Nias 





CREED 


216 Select Thoughts, a 


2 Pet.3.7- | much more vanifhing are all‘ 
™% | earthly glories ¢_ and by how 
much .fhorter their continu- 
anceis, fo much lower muft. 
be their valuation : We ac- | 
|count him foolifh chat will|- 
dote too much upon a flower, |: 
though never fo beautiful ; | 
becaufe we know _ it can be!’ 
butamoneths pleafure , and; 
~}no care, no art can preferve | 
ic from withering. ; amoneft /: 
the reft the Hemerocallis 1s | 
the leaft efteemed, becauf| 
one day ‘ends its beauty :!, 
what madnefs then were itin|: 
us to fet our hearts upon thele |: 
perifhing contentments which: 
we muft foon. mutually leave, |° 
we them, theyus : Eternity | 
lis that onely thing which is}; 
jworthy . to take up. thef 
. {thoughts. of .a wife’ man;;' 
: that ,° 


~ 








4 








reenter a 
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-|That: being added. to --evil 
makes thé’evil infinitely more 
4 intoberable sand! being added 
‘{togood, makesthe :gdod ih: | 
{finitely more defireable. 
“1 OEternity ! thou bottom- 
icles aby{s.of. mifery to. the 
wicked ; thow indeterminable 
pitch of joy to the Saints: of 
: God’; -what: foul is‘able to 
“comprehend thee ¢ what 
ftrength - of underftanding is 
sable to conceive of thee ¢-Be:| .; 
thou ever in .my. thoughts,- 
-ever before mine eyes : Be 
“thou the {copeof all my acti-- 
- ons, Of all my-indeavors.: and. 
in refpect of chee’, ledall chis 
-vifible: wotld be to: mee. as 
-nothing: And fince onely the | 
things which are not [een by 
‘the eye of fenfe:are eternal ; | 
Lord ; fharpien thot the eyes,| 
LEE K “of | 












| 218 Select Thoughts. | 
i : my faith chat I fee, 
a invifible, au. 


ay thac fight, “enor 
edetorhicy. ° 


LXXVI. 


‘What is all che world towi:. 
aparifon:of the Bindia, 
piel 

magnifie-us, 
ae a condemn uss ft 
1Job.3.2i. {thac condenon. usnot, He beet, 
confidence towards Cad ; amd, 
may bid defiance omen a. 
devils: Now thar it may nt, 
ee. us. | itmuft Pon 


7 od: 
Fd iarepeatet F thea: 
fin . ‘purged inrelpete. of oe 
corruption: 
For fo ion ancheveis pul 
dtnthe foul, : Re:clamiors of an 
a. 





mite 





+h oo 





aldjaccufing, and condenining 


vft:'| confcience -can: no- tore 'be- 


1, 6') filled, then che waters of the 
__,| Sea can ftand Ball ina ftorm : 

' There is then no pacification 
ut Without removing the euilt.of 


im.| Select Thoughts. 
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\ i 


ni] fit; nO Temoving of guilt |. . 


fyi Wihouc cemiffion’::-no- re- 


‘ci|| tiffion without {atisfaction ;: 


den | Nofatisfaction without a price 
feo] Of infinice value anfwerable 
nf 5: to the infinitenefs of the 
sill Jaftice offended: ‘and this'is 
4,10 Where to be had,” burin 


the bleod of Chrift, God’, |. 


vi qind Man: AH created and 
aii nite powers are ‘but ‘mifera- 
pi] Oe comforters, Phyfitians of 
{ novalue, to ¢hisone.: one 


ait And the fame -power that} 
ee Pacifieth the confciencefrom} 


aii thepuite, -muft alfo purge it 
is fem the filehinefS of fin; 
‘ 


K2  — even 


| 
! 


Select Thoughts, 


j even that blood of the Son of} j- 
God, who # made, unto ws of\F" 
| Goa, Sanctification and Rede 
tion: That Faith which brigs| 
| Chrift home to the foul, doth| 
by the efficacy of his bleffed| 
Spirit, purifie the heart from| 4 
all filthine{s both of flefh and| 
| {pirit +. Being juftified by this| ft 
Fob we have. peace with Gu: 
When once the heart is quict- 
ed from the uproars of felf 
aecufation, and cleanfed from} 
+ dead: works 5 what in this| 
| world can. fo: much.concern| | 
{US as to keep it fo2 Which 
| thall be done, if we thall give} 
‘Chri the poffefiion of our} 
fouls, and commit the keys |} in 
' ‘into his onely hands, fo thall| +4 
nothing be fuffered to enter| 2 
in, thar may difturb or defile i \ 
2: {48a af we thall ferdle. firm| 


refolutions 




























Ne eel : ' 
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is elect Thoughts.” 221 
“Irefolutions -in our brefts, | - 

NFL 1s eae s - 

“ga NEVEE CO. ield ro the: com-| 
”./miffion of any known, enor- 


|mious fin: Failings.and flips 
at 3 


to 


be if Ferufalems , for fin, endfor 







(0! 


ith thtough an over-bold fecuri- 


f{'¥, and. {piritual negligence, 
We thal fuffer our felves to-be 
tle away into fome hei- 

Nous Wickednefs, it muft coft 


| Neither nan ie a: 
3 Neither can it, infiicha cafe, | 
J ee 


*Ithere will be in the holieft of | 





-Zechar.13. 


s"encleanne/s, - by. the force of | 
our daily prayers : But if, | 


|Warm water. co ‘recover us: |. 


re K3 ibe! 


Te 


j 
( 
e 3 
t 





222 Select Thoughts. 





pig ae condemned bins, and who i wet | 
. shies his ‘hope in the} - 


 LXXVIL 





jefty ; fo itis the Palace of the 
mott high God: . wherein he 
exhibites his infinice magni- 
ficence , thar ic is the happy 
receptacle of all rhe elect = 

ee ies God: 





‘eedezvous of, the bleffed| 


Whom we. dearly loved, 
there: For fuch isthe power 
oflove char ic can,enddare any 
place. to us .whire' the party 


| heGeed, is; mmch more ehe| 


J 
ea delightful bower y yeathe | 
| Very grave choc keep: us off: 
The women could fay of 344- | 
fy, that fhe was.gone ta the. 
pie af LaXarur to. Wee 
¢: and che zeal.of rhafe 


holy clyents of Chrift carkies | 


then to feek their (as: they 
fuppofed ftill dead) Saviour,. 
erettin his Tomb: Above all 
conceivable. apprchenflons 
Be K 4.) 
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then.) 


224 “Select Thoughts. 





then, wherein Heavenis en- 
deared. to us, there is nont 
comparable to.chat,whichthe, 
-Apoftle enforceth to us, that, 
there Chrift. fitteth on the righ 
hand of God: 1f we have an hus- 
band, wife,.childe, whom we} 
dearly. love, pent up in fome 
| Tower.or Caftle afar off, whi-| 
ther we ‘are not allowed to) 
have accefs ; how many long-/ 
ing eyes do: we. caft thither; 
‘how do we pleafe our felvesto 
think, within thofe walls she 
-|inclofed whom .my foul lo- 
veth, and whois inclofedin, 
my: heart,bur if it may, be.pol 
fible to-have paflage:( though 
with: fome difficuley.and dar 
ger) tothe place, how gladly; 
do we put our felves upon the. 
tadvenurre.¢ When. therefore 
wevhear: and certainly, — 
ees ey that | 






Colof.3.1. 








ee Re ee 


Select Thoughts, 


that our moft dear Saviour is 


above, in all heavenly glory 54 


and that the Heavens mutt 


contain: him till. his coming 


; 225 


again, with what full content: | 


mentof heart fhould we look | 


upthicher 7 How fhould we 
break thorow all thefe fecular 
| diftra€tions; and be carried up 
| by our affe@tions ( which are 
| thewings of the foul) towards 
fan nappy fruition of him ¢ 
| Good old 


, ‘Facob; when he} 
heard chat his dearling fon.was. 


jyetalive, in Egypt, how.dorh 
hegather-up his fpirits, and 


takes up accheerful:refolution, | 


Foleph my fon is yet alive, Iwill 
@o aud [ee him before. I dye ? 


|Do we think: his: heart. was. 


any more in Canaan, after he 
heard where his: Fofeph was.? 


| And fhall we, when we. hear,. 
(os KS and: 


A 





Gen.g 5: 
2600 
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326 Select Thoughts. 


and know, where our deareff |- 
 tSaviour. (typified by that | 
good Patriark jis; that he ts 
gone befote to provide a 
place for us inthe rich Gofhen : 
above , fhall we be heartlefs :: 
in our defires towards him; -- 
and take up with earth? : 
How many poor fouls take .. 
tedious, coftly, perilous voy- 
| ages to that land ( which one- :: 
—dlythe bodily prefence of our’ 
Saviour could denominate - 
cae , their own wickednels : 
§ jut be accurfed) onely to : 
| fee the place , where our deat « 
Saviour trod; where he ftood, : 
| where he fate, lay, fet his lst : 
| footing ; and finde a kinde of . 
{contentment in this facred ;. 
| curioficy, returning yet,never 
the holier, neverthe happier; | 
how then fhould I be affected | 
ee with 











| Select Thoughts. 
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with che fight of that place; | 


= he is ri in perfon, 
iting glorioully ‘at: the right. 
hand of Majefty, adored: by 
all the powers of Heaven ¢ 
Let it be acavenant between 





me and: my eyes, never to) 


look upat: Heaven, (as how 


an I look befideit ¢ )bue Fy 


hall, in:the fame inftant, 
think of my bleffed Saviour,. 
fitting there in his. glorified: 


humanity.,..unired ta the}. 
incomprehenfible--: glorious.) 


Deity, attended and wor-. 


fhiped by thoufand thou-) 
fands iof center ~— | 
preparinp &# place-for me andi) 
a his c & in thofe erernali|’ — 


Manfions..) 
Sie : bf : 


-Howdively dotki th 7 : 
er . OF i} > 
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Heb.11. 10. 


the foundation ; if that be}: 


| had: been. uled | to dwell in} . 


-- | able of a foundation : It is 


‘ham, thathe looked for a city |- 


| well knit cogether will ftand: | . 


4 upon: the .mexe> wind for:a | - 


wanted:not. pood! houfes: in 









Select Thoughts. 
of God defcribe the heaven- 
ly affections of faithful Abra 


which. bath foundations, whofe | 
builder ‘and. maker is God ; |- 
What city .was this, but. the |- 
celeftial Ferufatem, the glori- |- 
ous featof the Great Empire } 
of Heaven: ?': The . main }- 
firength of any building is in | - 


firm and fare, the..fabrick |- 
bur if that-be either nor laid, | . 
or lye loofe and unfetled, the } . 
tottering frame doth bur wait |": 
rine :z:. The: good :Paeriark | : 
‘Tents, which were not cap- | . 
like, he’ And’ His’-anceftors 


—Chaldea, 


r 


Select Thoughts. 


Chaldea “where: they were |: 





formerly planted ';. God calls. 


229 | 


him forth of thofe fixed habi- | 


tations in hisiown Coupitrey;.| 










,tofojourn. in Tabernacles,- or 
Booths in a ftrange land ; his. 
faith carries him cheerfully. 
along’; his: prefent fruition. 
fives way .to-hope af better. 
things : In ftead of thofe poor. 
“feds of fticks and skins, he 


Jooks for a City .. ini ftead of | 
shofe ftakes and cords , he'} 


looks fot Foundations ; in.) .- ... 








-ftead of mens work, he‘looks: 
for the Archice@ture. of .God.. 
-Alafs,. we: mien will be build- 
ing Caftles,y and. Towers Here, 
upon earth, of,--in. the ayr. 
‘athers:.fuch as either ‘have. 
‘no foundation. at-all., : or. at, 


the beft;iohely-a foundation. 
Jnthe dufts. seria iia 4 . 
fod ie el: 








Revel.zz:. 
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Select Thoughts. . 


be any other, whiles they are 
of mans making, for what 
can he. miake in betrer condi- 
tion ‘then -himfelf¢ The City 
that is of Gods building is 
deep, ‘and firml _gsounded 
upon the rock of his eternal 
decrees anid hath more foynd- 
ations then one; and all of 
them both fure and coftly; 
Gods material houfe built by 
age oo the —- 
aid with great ‘fquared 
ftone; but tit faaedintes of 
the wall of this — God are 
garnifhed with all manwr if 
precios flones s Glorions things 
are fooken of thee ,: Qthon city of 


| Gog e° Why .do I fét:up my 


reft in this houfe of -clay,. 
which is every day falling on 
my head, whiles I have the: 
affured expectation of {o glo-| 


rious | 








wt know that if. onr earthly 
‘ honfe of this tabernacle were 
dfolved, we have a building of 

God; an honfe not meade with | 
‘hinds, eternal inthe Heaven. 


—- LXXIX... | 
| God, thouglkhebe free.of 
his entertainments , . yet is | 
curious of his guefts: we 
know what the great: houfe- 
keeper faid to the fordid' | 
guelt,Friend hom cameft thouin 
bither, not having on a weddi 
garment ¢ To his fealt of glory 
none can come but che pure : 
without this difpofition no} 
man fhall fo much as fee]; 
God,muchlefs be enterained 
by him: To his feat; 
of grace none may come 
but the-clean,: “and thofe 


who | | 








Select Thoughts, — ‘28 | 


rious a dwelling above 2 For | 2Cor.4.3- | 








Haggai.2. 
“12,13 


could: not: infufe an 





\ 


Select Thoughts. 


‘who upon ftriét examination 
‘have found themfelves wor- | 


thy ; That we: may. be meet 


‘ro fit at either of thefe Tables, 


there muft be a putting off, 
erethere can bea purtingon, ' 
a putting off the old garments, | 


tere. there-can be-a putting on | 
: - > ; : | 
dhe new; the old are foul and | 


ragged, the new. clean-and | 


‘holy ;. for if they fhould be. 
| worn at-once ;. the foul and 


beaftly under-garment would, 
foyl,and defilethe clean, the 


}clean could not cleanfe the 


foul: Asie was inthe fewifh 
law of holinefs, holy fleth, 
in. the: skire of the garment | 
| Foline’ 

into the garment ; but the 
touch of ‘an.unclean. perfon 
might diffufe uncleannefs (0; 
the garment :. Thus our pro: 
etd eS feffed 


' 








I 





7 aie | Select Thoughts. 333 


—feffed holinefs, and pretended | 

ntctCpraces are fure to be defiled 

i ihe ‘our fecretly-maintained | 

sari ‘corruption, not-our corrup- 

hea tion fanétified by our graces ; 

‘409s in common experience; if 

m i the found perfon corheto fee } 

fitdrthe infeéted ; the infeted 

nkinay eafthy taint the found; 

ie us The Prise cannot by his ae 

¢ ne “fence heal the pel bora 

f ie ‘gver therefore we: aan be | 
yelcome ta rheifeatts of God;!| 

at we mult put.off the old “man: > * 

the Syah his leeds on put onthe: Colo 9) 

¢ Om man, which is renewed in| 

" a nowledg. after the image of bin) 

G, be i alae ear: se 


th 4 

as tae 
‘Teis is not ferugto tts ic 
lean baragement Upon . any work} 










“> 





cl ot on our Makes 5 _ tauch: lef} 
is bey upon | 

a pte S et eh a ea ak, 
—" ’ 





By4 


Select Thoaghts. 
apeecefo neer , fo efta- 


2 pa yer with whae'coo-. 


tempe doth the Apoftlefeem 
ftill so mension our fefh ? 





ont-caft,he charges us, not 2 


(j b i. 
wi a cise 


how cafie is it to obferve, 
that the Fleh fometimesgoes 
for the body of man ; fome-| 
times for the body of fin: | 


-jasthe firft, itis 4 partner wich | 


the foul , as the latter, ic isan) 
— _ the ‘wort of 


encmics, 


~ Seled Thong. 335 | 





ReMi, fi : No mare. 
ek then if ae noc have |. 
-aronifion: made for fuchan| 
‘nemy ¢ In outward aul bo- | 
sly enmity, che cafe, and. his: 
ay is otherwife:: if shine.) 
9 — 5 i Ane 
him 073 Rom. 33, 
ce, pte no prowifion for the mi 
‘th: What reafon wae! 
soe beer a _— fhould fiir 
fttengt eft 2 chien 
‘gaint hiefelf: Buc if aie 
Wh bethe body of che-man,:) 
‘it mift challenge: a refpect s | 
but the very name carries an) 
‘intimation Of bafenefs jat the. 
Wh, icisthat which is com-|. =: 
‘monto beafts wich us ; There | 1 Corts. | 
bone flefh ( faith che Apoftle) 39° 
-ofmen , anorher flefh of beafts, | 
‘both are but fleth : Alas, what. 
‘aan clod of earth: beter’: 


molded, | a 


Ponas 








| 236 Select Thoughts. . 

7 molded, ‘the clog of the foul, 
-arotten pilée,-a pack of duft, 
| a-feaft of worms 4: But:even | 

as fuch, provifion::‘muft be ad 
| miade for it ; witha moderate £g0 
| and thrifty care, not with a nll 
| folicitons ::4 provifion for the |! 
__.. | necefiities pr. patios of: {Ung 
. 4 life. not:for,the. fulfilling -of |*4P 
the lufts. :: This fleft: muftbe }*?. 
| fed,: arid clad; not humord,,. }'2« 
| nor pampered : fo fed as to}! 
hold-tp:-marure ,’ not inordi- | ' 
natenefs'; fhortly, fuch an |) 
| hand muft we hold OVer it, as |: 
that we may make it agood 
fervant, not a lawlefs wan- 
ton. 2 













OO LXXXE 
_ What aétion was ever fo 
good, or focompleatly done, 
_ | as to be well taken of all 
a ae _ hands ¢ 
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"Select Thoughts, 


Levi: David will be dancing 


||before, the Ark of the:Lord; 


Heuncovers himfelf: fhame- 
Iely-as one of the vain fel- 
lows: Our Saviout is focia- 
Dle; He is 4 wine-bibber,a freind 
fpblicans and finners 3 fobs 
Sapte is folicary, and:auftere ; 


out devils, He doth it by 


Herides in: an-homely pomp 
tough efaleme aes 2 


temporal | 


iat i 


gov 





|| 0 much upon you, ye fons of - aa 


He hath a devil: Chrift cafts | | 
Beck ebub che prince of devils : | ° 














'|°2z8 Select Thonghes, 





| janewswine. Stephen: preach 
7. eth -hrift the send of the 
AG&.6.11 Law; He fpeaks blafphe- 
| mous words apainft Aofes and 

~ | spainft God ; and what. al- 


perfions ‘were caft upon the 
primitive Cihriftians , al 
| eae gee bin ove 
we hope or fay; 

fall eiiape abic-oenfisres, and 
| sai ineerpretations. of — 












Select Thongbes. “239 | 
*), 
Lipwhen wefee the Son of God : 


: pould not dvoydit ¢ Let a 
ar ne rigyrer ea 


limeetby -indifferent , ‘he “fs 

r voi rofanc;, Let him: be 
rt} | harieatal y “pffelted £6 boxh | 
ih oad in-aquairél fot 
ia een hei can odious 
ul neater, - a lukee-wvarm Laodice- 
“lla: Ye concerns every: wife 
$]| Chriftianto ferdle His heare tA. 
n}|arelblved confiderice of ‘his 
2] own holy -and ‘juft grounds, 
J{/and then to go -an in ¢con- 
>| | fen courfe of his well-war- 
i{| tated judoment,and pradtife, 
¢}| With a carelefs dif-repard of 
|) thofe fools-bolts which will 
|(be fire to ‘he thee ac him, 
dll Which ee, 


(ie cbse ae: 











“240 ~ Sele T bougins. ° We Th 


a om indo nd 
4 ok x x XI, alsforthen 
All Gods; dear. sat aye teh 
leg Opes are: inosably delet that xt 
bed -by: the Apoftle, to- pr the 9 
2 Tinte4. 81 fuch as love. th -aeaiae 9}: bstetur 
. our Lord Fe lus 2 for certain-y4 drex 
ly, we cannot-be tryefriends + pry 
| to thofe whofe -preferice we i) 6 
do not defire and delight in 5 jy fh 
now this appearing is either iL, 
in his coming to us, OF OUF tinge of | 
going to him; whether EVEL ah neo: 
it be, that he makes his glo- |; die ma 
rious return to us for the judg- (tober 
ment of the world,‘ and the, i + 





| full redemption of his — if ct 
or, that he fetches -us home’ 
tohimfelf, forthe fruition of , vb 


his bleffednels ; in both, or}, 

either, we enjoy his appeat- |i. 

‘\ance : If then we-cap onely', 4 

{be content . t with either of ing 
thefe; 





||. Select Thoughts. 241 
jthefe; but do not love them, | 
| )nor with for them ; our hearts 
A] \are not yet right with God: 
(| 1It is rue that there is. fome 
iM] (terror in the way to both 
wn'| {thefe s his return to us is, not 
«#] | without a dreadful Majeftie, 
cits 'for the Heavens fhall- pafs 
itt] |anay with 4 great noyfe, and 
chit) bthe elements tal - melt with 
sat] fount heat, and the glori- 
nt] |ousretinue of his blefled An- | 
het! feels muft needs be with an 
ti@| | atonifhing magnificence, and 
¢jtt/onthe other part our paflage 
n(8||t0 him muft be through the | - 
ttf] gates of death, wherein na- 
joa] | ture cannot but apprehend an 
rion? horror s but the immediate 
hf] {iflue of both-thefé is fo in- 
rt finitely advantageous , and 
oi|| happy, char the fear is eafily 
yt} Wwallowed up of the joy’ | 


J a OL _Doth| 












2 Pet.3.10, 








Select Thoughts. why 


ax. | Doth the daughces of Fephtab iy. 
abate ought of her ond lel 


meet a father, whofe arnmes “% 
Doth a loving wife engertain yxy 
her recurning husband ether. mc | 
_| wife chen with gladnefs , be- j. tr 
caufe he comes home in a | “ 
milicary pomp 2 Is the cone | 
queror fefs joyful co take up 
his crown, becaufe ie iscane (,, 
gratulated to him with many |." 

peals of Ordnance? Cemtainly |." 
then, either that heavenky 8 a 
face wherein Chrift {hall re- |! i 
[turn tous ;. nor che fears of |" 
an harmlefS and beneficial |: 
death, whereim we fhall pass | 
to him, ether may, noc caa |. 
hinder ought of our lore bo | 
his appearing : O. Savionr, 
-Jeome ia whatever equipage, 
a or 







hah dye 











Saher Though uphts. 1243 
Per Se ee ae a 
on: fathion chow wilt, thou 

canit be noorher then lovely, 

and. welcome : Come Lord Pe- | -- 
flee copme guioily, «7 
UXXXIM, | 


: ee man comes to. 
the 


me onthe fame¢ertand ‘which 
the Prophet dekwered 10. He- |. Kin.10,1 


nekiah, Set thine houfe in trier, 
fer thou fats dye, and mot lives 
with what welcome do F en- 
= hin 7. Do 1 with chat 

, ing, turn wy face tio | 
Rewrall inidcen: onde I | 
| fay of the meffenger as David | 
| faid: 08 papers | Hews! «og 

geod man,’ and: brings goed ap 
videngs F Surely; Nature urges | 
metorhe former, which can: | 
not but -hold Diffglucion, her | 
greateft enemy's for what-cen | 

‘fhe abhor fo- much. as a-not- 
ce L 2 being ¢ |. 









eee 
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being: Faith perfwades. me) 9.1, 
tothe latter; telling me that, eae 
.| To dye # gain, Now, whe- 2, 
ther of thefe two fhall prevail te, 
/with me: Certainly, as each). ms 
a of them hatha fhare in Lc 
‘fo hall either of them ad its, | 
own part in my foul: Nature | et 
fhall obtain fo much of me,as | bet uk 

to fetch from mie, upon the i 
fuddain apprehenfion of, — 
| ie oF mete of = ‘ LXXY] 
| Faith fhall ftrait ftep in, and], 
en away all.-chofe weak sri 
fears, andraifeup my heart ae 
| toa cheerful expeGation of fo a. 
gainful, and happy aychange: |, : 
Nature fhews:me the. .gaftli- lane 
nefS of death, Faith fhews)” hid 
me the rranfcendency of Hea- ti i 
venly glory : Nature repre-}- 
{ents to me a rotten rie te 1 

| Fait nts me With a glo-|. 
Faith pref me with ag 
Tt 


Philip.i.23. 





Select Thoughis - 


rious foul ; Shortly, nature 


_ | ftartles ac:the fight of ::death; 


Faith out-faces - and — over- 
comes it; fothen ,. I who at 
the firft blufh ‘could fay, o 
Death how bitter is thy remem- 


brance +: Can: Now. uupen my | 
deliberate thoughts, fay: Z| 
defire:t0 depart and to be’ with | 


Chiff... | 


~EXX XIE | 
In the.carriage of our holy, | 
profeffion , God can neither | 
abide us: cowardly , ..nor: ihe} 
difcreét: . The {ame ‘mouth |. 
that bad us, when we are per- | 


fecuted in.one-city, ‘flee into 


another, ; faid alfo ;.4e that | 
will favehis life, {hall loofe | 
it; we. may neither. cloak 
cowardice with a. pretended | 


7 


difcretion:; ‘nor. lofe our. dif- 
| L3  _seretion 
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Ecclus. 41.1, 





246 = Select Thourhts.: |, 


erection in draft courage ; Efe | stud 
| clibe fo molt skilfil: and: stro; oad deh 
vilianc, may ta. his’ combat | yarn 
traveife his ground for an-ad= |i Aton 
vantage y ana the floucelt jini 
Gomunander may fall flat 06 | ty in 
avoyd a Cannonfhiots ‘True |i ita 
Chriftian wifdor:,-and fot jit of 
curnal feat,is chat; Whetewith | gah, 
‘we muft confule for advice, tei 
rit, 
de’, the dies tomorably shat | 1.44 
ts Sn che 























\agaia + Even our bleffed lead-| 
ce that cari purpofely-to give 
is life for ‘the world, ya| . 
when he fourid that he ' was} i 5. 
laid for ite Focles y ACCS i804 
Galiber. The prattife of fome| ; _ 
«| Prinsive Chitiftians , that, | bya 
ind anatnbicion of martyrdotn | 
er Pad 





248 Select Thoughts. — |s 





. enitey 





{when a man hath no fociety |': 
buc of himfelf, notask to fet |:: 
himfelf upon, but what. a- |: 
rifes from his own bofome; |i 
furely, if he have not a good |: 
ftock of former notions, oran 
‘inward mint of new , he fhall |: 
‘foon run out of all, and (as }° 
fome forlorn bankrupt) grow} *: 
weary of himfelf: Hereupon | & 
it is that men-of barren, and}: 
unexercifed hearts can’ no}: 
more live without, company, | ‘ 
then fifh out of the water:| : 
And thofe Heremites, and >| 
| 







ther Votaries, which pro- 
feffing onely devotion, have 
no mental: abilities to fer 
themfelvés on work , ‘are fain | 
to tire themfelves , and their | 
unwelcome hours, with the 
perpetual repetitions of the 
fame orifons , which are now | 
a «grown: 








ee 
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grown to a tedious, and | 

heartlefs formality’ :* Thofe | 

contemplative {pirits-that are 

lurnifhed with gracious: abili- 

ties,and got into acquaintance |: 

with the God of Heaven, | 

may, and can Jead‘a life (even 

in the clofeft -reftrainc, or 

wildeft folitarinefs, ) neereft | | 

to Angelical; but thofe, 

which either “can? have { 

Maries heart’, nor will have 

\ | Warthaes hand ,. muft needs! 

beunproficable to otHers, and. 

) | Weatifometothemfelves.. 
_UXXXVTI.- 

{| There is nothing more eafie 

| |thento bea Chriftian at large; 

| \butthe beginnings of: a.ftridt: 

| Jatd ferious . Chiriftianiry ‘are 

| \Not without.nuch ‘diffeulry: ; | 

| (for nature affects atoole kinde' 

a L.5 of. 
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Gal:y.3. 





“Select Thoughts. cl 


of liberty, which x cannot j. 
indure to have reftfained : net- da 
ther fares i otherwife with it, ;, 
then with fome wilde colts ,¢ 
























‘twhichat the firft taking up, ip ( 


flings arid plunges, and will ;, 
ftand on ‘no ground 7 but: af. i 


-| terit hath been fomwhiltdif ,., 


ciplin’d at the Poft, is grown . 1 
waGable , and ‘quietly {ub ,. 
‘mits either to the faddle, j... 
or the collar: The firk 1s |, 
‘the wort afterwards chat |, 
which was tolerable, will |, 
prove eafie, and that which |, 
was eafie will be found), 
pleafant:: For in true praati- |: 
cal Chriftianity , there is 21, 
morc kindly and betcer liber- | 
ty; Stand faft (faith the Apo-| 
file) iathat Lberty wherewith | 
Chrift bath made you free: Lo} 
here'a liberty of Chrifts ma:| 


king ; 















|] Select Thongbes: 


excellent: for what other 
sthis liberty then a free- 
‘dome, as from the tyranny 
| lot the law, fo from the bon- 


! ase Of fin ¢ Being then made 


at 8 (fee from the one, we aré 
a 
¢ ’ (th 
ne pit 
af free 


rifs it Son foal moake youfree, yee 
an | [hull 


Be 


that is of . righteoufnefs) is.| 
perfect freedom ; but to be | . 
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| nr nn 
king , and therefore boch juft, 


Rom.6.18. 


i, | joond-inen to the other, wel 
lytruly , the fervice of God | 


, )0b.8.36. 


252 Select Thoughts. “is Tnuglts 


| foall be free indeed , ‘and we are (tach 01 
! no Chriftians, unlefs we be -wtltter 
| | thus freed : and being thus ci Alm 
| freed, we thall rejoyce in the 2: Who hs 
pleafant ferters of our volun- idluldl 
tary and cheereful obedience |stnwalk 
co tighteoufnelS s neicher jit ou 

would-we-for a world return {at lnhdel 
to thofe gieves and manacles jijothem 
of fin, which we once beld |idorof Pe 
our moft -dear'and comely jim, a 
ornaments : and can truly fay, |!.0uher 
Thou haftfet my feet in a large \thnethe 
room. I will walk at liberty, for ubchathe 
‘I feck thy precepts. bem there 


: if : 

I cannot -but pity and Ja- | ives th 

| ment the condition of thofe.| ; wid 
Chriftians who for the hope.| i gqp, 
of a little earthly drofs do | inn up 
“| ‘| willingly put themfelves fora | ‘tnenie 
continuance out of. sat op vin 
—_ 























Pfal, 31.8, 
1Pfal.tg.45. 
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Hof Gods Church : What do 

| \they elfe, but caft themfelves 
s)\quice out of the Almighties 
protection ; who hath not 









cief Paftor of Pergamus) T) reval.r.tg. 


nls ¢ Thefe men put upon 
themfelves. that. hard mea-| | 
fre, which the man after | - 
Gods. own. heast complains 
tbe put upon. him by his. a 
Worftenemies : Wo i me that | Pialiso's.| 
| \1 4m conftrained to dwell mith. 
fs Mefhech, |. 
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254 Select Thoughis. at Ths 
Mefbech, and to have wy habi- | mys 
tation in the Lents of Kedar + | whem 

‘fhae holy man could in the |idey) 

-| bitrernefs of his foul inveigh | hn: 
againtt his: perfecutors for no a 

| other terms then thefe men | ans fox 
Sam, 26, | Offer co chemifélves: Curfed be | they 
19. shey before the Lord, for they | xy 4 
| have driven me out this day from | Cy 
abiding in the inheritance of the | | 
Lord :. AYING , ‘20 ferve other then t 
(gods: T fpeak not of thofe,| iy | 
who carry God along with| tha, 
them in his ordinance ; ail 





| | me 
earths are alike tous, where! (9) 
we may freely enjoy his pre-| y,, 
fence : but of thofe Rraglers, | y,, 


who care not to live without 

| God, fothey may be befrien-| 4, 
ded by Mammon. How. ilf 

| amiarch chefe poor meni miake | 
'| for themftlves, Hfend ehetn |. 4, 
to their Saviour to fearn';| s 
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What 16.4 wean profited sf be fioalt 


|| gain.she whole world, and lofe 
+ own foal; or what falta nan 


geue in —. alee foal? | 


God forbid, Id pive 


itheir fouls for loft, bur. 1} - 


muft fay, they are hazarded y 
for herein doubtlefs, they 
tempt God, ‘who hath not 
promiifed tokeep them in any 
other, then their juft wayes 


anid they do-in a fore tempt 
perpen Satan, to draw 


them on either to a fove of | 


error. and impiety, -of at 
leaft ro acooling of their care 
and love of eruth’ : How un- 
Khe are thefe men td that wife 
merchant in the Gofpel, He 


fold gph poten had ta boy the ; 
peara Of preat ptice : they: 
| fell che pectl to Bu a Hecle | 


worthless: mierchandize. As 


POM - 3 7 





the./ 


Matt. 16. 
266 


Matt.: 3. 
45.46. 
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| ced of him, asa noble pacri- ‘DOI 
-- . 7 |mony ¢ becaufe iewas inthe} 
“+2 | promifed land,and the legacy) 4.3 





Select Thoughts. it Tho 


Ce 





ythe greareft part of their téa- iad 
--| fick ftands upon exchange ; a i Suu 





‘} heartily with chey would | imw: 
make this one. exchange | 1s the 
more ; of lefs care of their) supof 
wealth, for more:care of theit | ogsin{ 
(Onlss.@ 42 eo. ii ltw 

— LXXXVIIL. 


Even. when Fofeph was 2 | pony 
great lord in pany fecond 08 
to none. but Pharaoh, -and had | , 
the command of that -richieft | eg 
countrey of the world + yet! sm, 
then ,his-old Father <farob 
thought. his poor:-parcel of |’: 
Shecthem worthy; to be: be- ind 
queathed to him, and embra- | |. 


of a-dying Father :-How juft- 
ly do Ladmire the faith both | 4) 
| Pixs of| 





the 


‘ 

ane 
' 

aie ] 
7 


Cae ee 





"Select. Thonghts. 


ofthe father and fon in this 

\donation !. <facob was now in 
“|| Gulhen,Shechems was in Canaan, 
¢imither was the father now 


inthe prefent poffeffion , nor 
were the fons in fome ages to 
tijoy ic :. Ie was four hun- 
dred and thirty years that 


|e muft be a fojourner in 


_— 


Ss 
=a. S- 


ne 


ithange countrey’, ere they 


‘| |i enter into the promifed 
lands yet now, as: gure | 
ch 


tie future.poffeffion 5 whi 


|lhs pofterity thoutd take of 
| {this fpot of. earth, fo long af- 
: “f ae gives ct i 
| \)0¢pe,and Fofeph apprehends |. 
vy fits a nck Elaine as the 


double portion: of. the divi- 


dcdprimogeniture : Infidelity | 


5 purbtinde , and can {ee no- 


(thing but that which is‘hard 


any 


Exod,12. 


ithand 5. Faich is quick-fight- | 7 


ed, 
re a Su et a ee 





aoe eee 
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| ed, aid difcerns the event 

of matty centuries of years IKK. 
yea of apes td come 5 Axttlycanl 
staham faw: his ‘Savioursscin. for 
day, and refoyced ro fee it, &% undert: 
thoufand trine Frmdted andm tat app 
‘foutty years off; and Ademaitrissthe 
(before Hint ) alntofé Foar iis tt: 
"| eHoufaitd ‘yeats: AY td ach 


fa 


‘Saviour retuttiing in his Hea thy 
venly magriificertce, as truly 4s |b 
| now I fee che Heaven whence]. 
he fhall come 5 and my body |: 
as verily raifed from the daft, | mid it 
and become glofious, as now | : And 4¢ 
_ | Tfee it weak and decrepir, and | tation 
—-*t falling into the dufte 


LER KIK|! 


ree rer gunner 
ee ieee eae 
os 






” 


yin, | Seledt lt en : 239 
the (tm “ae” 

fd = oL&XXIX. ac] 

ott dN) "True keiowledg’ cauferh ap! 

Gatel pete’ and defire’ ; Bot thre wilt | 

0 fet] follows eke utiderRandiny ; 
rds hwafoever chad appreticn nds 
and de be good for sche affettive | 
te batt inclines ‘té it! No att |. 
s i cin have ne eh tordnt iit 
tr Koti q: 





nytol| oukt-retover hint < tote, of | 
ctl ele would BAREY thief fee 
5 gi COrs : “And according to our’ 

“ie prthention of the goodnefs 
+ |[atdufe of chefe t fois | 
tr appetite toward them: | 

xxl hiaaanad thé wiisa} 


known 
Bey FR 


— 


Select Thoughts. | | Ths, 


| known good, either true, or! qtation, 
appearing fo : And if ourex-i0 abey 2 
‘perience can tell us.of, foes thar C 
that can fay, with: her .inthettcame to 
Poet; I {ee and approve bet- iti, wd 
ter things, but. follow thet, auth 
worfe : Ic is not for that evil, stisgood | 
as evil, much, lefSas worle )eite a 
can fall into the. will, ..bur,,!iovledp, 
that. cheir appetite over,car~ tien tree 
ries them to.a mifconceit of a taupe is 1 
, pastealax goody fo.as,, how: it tha v 

foever in.a,generaligy, they mote -go 
do. confufedly 





diy -affent. to. the jay think 
goodnefs of fomeholy act, of Michis no 
objet, yetupon the prefent Kine go 
occafion,(here and now,as the flening, 
School fpeaketh) their fenfi-|al with 
tive appetite hath prevailed to |: As ar 
draw them to a perfwafion, |' thems 
that this pleafure, or that pro- |, bur-x 
ficis worthy to be imbraced | amly 
Like as our firft parents had a| ieerpic 
i genera 










‘weenie 


Select Thoughts, 


reel 














apeeneral apprehenfion: that it 
cB WAS os to. obey all- the 
mal commands of: their Creator 3 


bidden fruit; now:théir eye, 
|\andtheir ear, and their heart 
tell thera, it is good for them, 
{both for pleafure , arid for the 
pain of knowledgy totafte of 
that forbidden tree: So then, 
themifcarriage is. not in that 
«| \they. affeét- chat- which they 
| [think notto.be good:, butin 
that they think that to be 
good which is not; for alafs, 
fof one true: good there are 
: | many. feeming, -which delude 
the foul with a ‘fair fem- 
blance: As. a man-ina gene- 


bras; . bue-when he meets 
Witha. rufty. piece “of filver ; 


— choofes 


:|| but wheniie came to the for-. 


rality efteems filver above | 


| |@tda leer piece of brafs, -he | 


261 | 






22 

| choofeszather she cleas bpragialee 
| shen the §lver. defaced wi bein 
| net: Surely, it scour: 
| = that is guiky 


| eaufe tocomplain of svantof 
| Beatin outaficchions- towards ta 
| hisinfinite goddaeis, 3 


| Gyeerand delcable , ‘Chsilt; | 








Select Thoughts, WT 


cool negles: of our fpirtual XC 
good; if we did knosw bovwt hid 


| dwees che Losdis, inbis fusenhui 
| ptomaifgs, in: his. unfailings, a 
| mercies, we. contd rier. busin: 


ox him, and remain iy ac 


long 
| ulitisGed tl we finde bien mlg: 
ours + would God bepleased triad 


rofhine in our hearte by the flor: 
lighe of the true kKnowledg: of 1, il | 
him(clf, we could nor have by 9 

the: 







Did we but know. how a 


‘the Heantndy <plamas, is, 976 |, yh 
could: not buts hunger: abies fit, 
Bim, 3 addows: qaudd . nat! » , 

nee oe 


—=—_— = 
=< 
— 
eo 





‘ 7 6... Thoughts. 
er, and 99 be ore _ 
















ae 
i] XG. 
Thofe whick we ¢ mif.cal 
: , ace Hur in cheir-nagure, 
‘Galt ndiferens,, and are - either 
“ sod ox evil as shhey are. | 
mi} er asthey aug ufed: | 
ig|| atheis a. ag Pe i or verte 
¥F ae the pai 4 ee ty } 
f poiefios::. ¢ os 
: wok i fpent.ane —— 
Mammon of. iniquity ; 
ifwell, Zhe Crowes. of she wilh 
ona 8 thir riches Wow can it 
| hamifseo bave-mach,. when | 
a Hf : tat was the richeft man of 
Cuil he Haft, was she holieh ¢ 
a Ya, when Gad himfelf is | 
q indy Riled the pofleffer of 
i 
hunce 


























q\ Heaven, and Barts ¢ How. | 


can : 















264 Select Thoughts. 
| can it‘ be amifs to have little 
when our’ Saviour. fayes 
Bleffed are ye poor : . Andi 
from that divine mouth, w 
Luke.6,24.| heara woto therich ; him 
way te24 felf interprets it of them tha 

rz,  |truft in riches : If our riche 
; poffefs us, in: ftead. of ou: 

| poffeffing them, we hav 
Sony God, and lofi 

‘dur felves ; but if we have 
learnt to ufe our wealth, and 

,| Mot enjoy it, we may be nc 

lefS gracious then rich : If 

rich man_have.a large anc 

. |humble heart, and a juf 
hand, he inherits the bleffing 

_| of the. poor-: If-a‘poor mar 
Prov.30.9| havé a proud heart, and 
| theevifhhand, hecarryes a 
way. the wo from the rich) 
Riches (faith ‘wife - Solomen’ 

make themfelves wings , "4 

| J 





Luke.6. 20. 


. U 
Ee ees 


a 
~~ 













| Select. Thoughts. 265 | 
fy amay. as. an Eagle towards): 
| Heavens .,* So.as we may ufey- 
\\the matter’. ‘our fouls may. 
|{fy thitherward with them , 
\\fwe.do ood, and be rich in 
|| goad sworks 5: ready to ag 
| willing 10 communst ate,laying up 
|\is flore. for our felves a good 
| |fundation againft the time to 
{\Come, that we may lay hold on 
|) eeruall life. Lee me {ay with. 
Agur, Give me neither pover- 
ty, nor riches, but whetherfo- 
ever God gives, I am both 
| phankful and: indifferent, fo | 
{fswhiles [am rich in’ eftate, I 
||may be poor in fpirics and 
|| whiles I'am poor in eftate I 
may be richin grace. _ 
NS ge XCI 
|| -Had I beeninthe ftreets of | 
|| Fericho, fare, me thinks,1| 
| _M fhould 


1 Tim.6. 
18,16. 









Prov, 38, 








| 266 Select: Thoughts. | 





firs know we him. fo. wa 
wore; ©: for the. cyes: af 
a Stephen: chat.faw tie Hea- 
vens opened, andithe glozy.of: 
God, and:Firfus flasding: on 
the. right. hand :of Ged? : ‘That. 

rofpecd did.as:much tranr 
{cend this. of: Zusheus:, as. 
Heaven is above Earth, cele- 


firmity: And ie cag acti 











kee th : 
thee; as-certainlyr, | : 








XC. 

How graeibus-a-word was 
thar' which God faid to 1Pieel, 
have cilled- shee by 't tBy natiee,. 





| | poled: chac-name sec obs, 
makes familiar ‘obits His: 
} sanicet Neither is the cafe 
: ; but univerfally com- 
| | Mon-to. alF his: {pirttual iffie. 
| | There. is not one of: them, | 
| |Whom he-dorh+rec both call : 
| \by his name, and-challenge 
, for His ower: He:that tells the 

| Ms mer 





Pfa.147.4- 
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nuraber’ of; the. fiars ¥: “ana 


Gen.2.19, 
20. 


ae E23 2) 


the naming. of ‘man to him- 












S elect Thoughts. 


calls thems all by. their ngmes.s 
hath -alfo a name for every of 
thefe earthly. luminaries ; 
He who brovght all other 
living creatures unto man, to. 
fee how he.would, call them, 
and would make ufe of 
Adams appellation ; referved 


felf , “neither.is chere any one 
of his innumerous pofterity, 
whom he knowes: not by- 
name :-Butitis one thing to 
take notice of their names ; 
another thing to call them by 
their names.; that denotes his. 
omnifcience;, this his{pecial- | 
ty of favor : none are thus | 
graced. but the true Sons of 
Ifrael. : As Gods children do 
not.content themfelves with 

a confufed knowledg of a} 


; bs : 
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Deity; but reft not rill they | 

have attained a diftin& appre- | 
henfion of their: God-, as he 
| hath revealed himfelf to man; 
|fo doth'God again: to'them : 
Tt -is not enough that . he 
knows them in a general view 
as in the thronp, -whetein we 
fee many faces, none-difting-, 
ly ; but he: fingles. them out! 
in a familiar kinde of feveral- 
ry both of knowledg and re- 
{ {pect As then he hath-names, 
for the feveral Srars. of Hea- Job 9 9. 
ven, Crmali, Cefit,; Mazzaroth, | 

ée. And forthe feveral An- 
gels, Gabriel, Raphael, Michael, 
ee. and calls them by the 
proper names which he-hath 
given them; fo he doth:to 
every of his faithful-ones : Of | 
— \onehefaith, Thou fhalt cak his 
| name fobs : Of another, Thou 
Phe M3 art 






Job. 38.3 Te 


rns 


Luk.1.13. | 
Joh. 3.42. 
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Select Thoughts. | de Th 


miftrefs of Sciences, Divini- |7 
ty another forthe Law, whe- |* 
ther Civil, or Municipal ; a}: 


third ‘is for the {earch of the 247° 


fecrets ‘Of Nature, and the ph 
skill and praétice of Phyfick ;|"") ' 
and each one of theft di- Reh 
vides it felf into many differ- 


! + ne 
ting varieties; Neither is it ved, bu 
‘ othetwife in matter of plea-|' ™™ 


fires , one places his delight “*t 
in: following his Hawk and| ®t 
Hound ,. another in ghe har-| “ght 


| mony of Mufick:;. one makes ' ad Pt 
| his Garden his paradife,: and wth 
enjoys the flourifhing of his! Mth 


| 


‘| fait Tulips ;-. another findes | ‘Mt 


contentment in a choice Li-| ‘te 


| brary; one loveshis Bawl,or , ‘tom 


his Bowe ,. another -pleafes. ut 
himfelf in the patient paftime: kr 
of his Angle: For. furely, if | ‘yo 
all men affected one and the, “un 

oe & fame} | 


NN 





_ | «Select. Thoughts. 


| | fame trade of life, or pleafure 
i of recreation, it were not pof- 
.,| |lble chat they could live one’ 
| |Dy another: Neither could: 


;| Mtee, whereby mans life is 
«| maintained ;. neither. could it! 
..| beavoyded, but thar the envy; 
"| Of the inevitable. rivality., 
ar would cut edch othersthroat. 
.\ Itis goad reafon we: fhould 
| Make aright ufe. of this ta- 
‘cous and provident difpen- 
| lation of the. Almighty. ; and 
| therefore tliat we. fhould im- 
|Pove our feveral difpofitions: 
and faculties to the-advancing, 
of the commen ftock ; and: 
withal » that.we fhould nei- 
'\ther encroach upon each o- 
| Hers profelfion, nox be apt 
) 





there be any ufe of com-'| 


. 27? 


37h Select Thoughts. | 





xerv. ; 
He wefe very djuicksfight-: 


proofs of their 

: their proficiency, |: 
| and the prefent omen . 
cs 
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becaufe they do not fed every 
day how sacl they are tht 
vth ¢ Surely, #t muftneeds 
be thar fpirttual thiags-are 
| Hels petceptible chen bodily ; 
- [thuch more thereforé mult We 
in thefe, Wait wpor tithe for 
rige convidtion;and well 

: 7% 


XCV  C 
The - wife. Chriftian ‘hath: 


learhed wo value every thing: |. | 
jaccording to its re , 


276  —- Select Thoughts. 

If we be too glad of thefe 
earthly things, it is the way 
tobe too much afflicted with | : 
their loffle ; and whiles we | : 
have them, to be tranfported | ; 
into ‘pride and wantonnefs ; 
If we efteeme them too little, | ; 
it is the way to an unthankful || - 
diftefped of the giver. | . 
Chniftianity. carriesthe. heart | - 
in a juft equipoife ; when | ; 
| they come, they are: wel- 
‘'|-com’d without too much joy; 

| and when they go, they part 
without t¢ares : ‘we may 
| {mile at thefe-earthly favors, 
| not laugh our ; we may like 
{them, but we mufttake heed 
| of being in love. with them : 
For love, of what kinde foe- 
{ver it. be, is, not withoue the: 
| powerof.affmilation ; Ifwe 
Jove the: world , we. cannot 
| Se. : but 











Select Thoughts. 


tarually minded ts.death: Con- 
trarily if we love God, we 
are made partakers of the di- 
Vine nature s and we are fuch. 
as we affect: If we be Chrifti- 
ans in-earneft ; ‘certainly the 
inner rooms. of our hearts, 


the outer courts:may be for 
the common refort of lawful 
cares and defires’, they may 
come and go ; but our God 
thall have his fixed habitation. 
here for ever. _ | 


.XCVE 
nether’ is it: poffible to take. 


| her wighouta fhift :: Thelighe 
5 Tee ods, hufwife 





but be worldly-minded : They | 
that are after the flefh, deminde | ¢ 
she things of the flefh , and tobe | 


| which are the holy of holies, 
are referved forthe Almighty;, 


_ Namureis fli¢and cunning ; 


277 | 


Roms, 





278 Select Thoughts. ) 
I Ee 
= 30. hufwite wipes her mouth, and :; 
| it was not fhe: Rachel hath :: 
ftoth her fathets Teraphim ,; 
and thé ewftons of wolinenie: 
nhet: Susfrefervesall the, 
| far cattle of the dmiadehires ; 
| itis for a faérifice roche Lord ; 
thy God:  Neéithet is i fo , 
oliely in. exculmng an evil, 
| done, but in waving agood | 
to be tone: I am not elo-;, 
quent, faith catofes fend by 
him,. by whom thou thouidft 
tfend; Pharich will kill. me ; |: 
there is a lyofi in the way, | 
faith the Sluggard : I have 
marryed @ wife, I cannot 
come, faith the fenfaal Guseft. 
| If I give I fhall wane; If I 
_ | makea ftritt pro feffion, I fhall 
| be cenfured.:. Whereas fruc 
| Graces on the one fade down 
, rights and idpenuous. in. ics 
| confeflions ;. 












‘Select Thongbte. 


confeffions ; not fparing t to 
take fhamnte to it felf, that it 


| é glory to God; on 
the ge ite ec, refolucel coh- | 
fant to its f alee 7 


| she er np + Iti is not hard 

therefite ué te Know what 
miftrefs we {tve: If- our cate | 
aid endeavor be by wi 

évafions to fhuffle off both 
evil and good, we aré the val- | 
fis of nature ; but if we thall 
with an humble penitence at- 
fnowled? our evil s and fee 
eur Felves: with Ainn refoluti. 
GAS Hpott the tasks of pood, 
we ate uidet Grace, ina way : 
\to Bey 
| ae XCVII. . 















Select Thoughts. 









° 
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“Select Thoughts. 

ro or amcogft 
peopie whole. language | 

! inderftand. not, je a 
enjoy. home .and liberty? 
How many are ‘fhricking un- 
der fcourgesand racks,where- 
as I fie aceafez And if I fhall 
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caft mine eyes upon my fpiri- | 


wal condition ; alafs:, how 
\many do Lfee_ fit in darknefs, 
| and in the fhadow of death ; 
whereas the Sun of Righte- 
| | oufnefs hath arifen to me with 
healing in his wings ¢. iow 
many lye ina woful' bondage 





my Saviour hath freed-me 
from thofe hellifh chains, and 
brought me :to the glorious 
liberty of the fons of God < 
how mary are miferably mif- 







paths of ‘error, -whereas he 


under finand Satan, whereas 


hath! 


Mal.4.2. 


led into the dangerous by-| 





Sede Thoughts. 


ciouflykeppnae'ia ali 
plain and sate Wony ‘of ‘hivfa 
ving Tath ¢ ‘If we do no 








a | : 
 Hebvds, nor Wich diredt bedies. 

hn Tofietion upon othess, 

: aH mever : fenkibh. 
anonghof OATH ACLORE, | 


XCVIIL | 
~The tne ‘Chviftian is iwa 
| very happy condition, fornio, 

man will envy him, :and he, 
canenvy 0 body: None will 
envy him, for the world can-, 
| not iriow hot happy he is ; 
‘How happy in che favor of ia 
Gods, ‘how happy in theea-, 
| joying of vhat Favor: Thofe: 

| fecret dejigtes chat he findes. 
— tite _— ileal 

| | ofe 













Sebo Thaughts. 
cto fe ledgesd 
Eo 3 sind py no 


: { 
i) 











OVEN ay 


pete oeherifide, he : 
(eiitgthe worlds greaceft. fivorite 





Ti] # thole pledtuies of his coutd 
fim De Conitane and petnvatent, 
5 GM Tite poor cand niet Fo 











— and how'utcerly-un 
{able:té. yield true content 
-ment to the foul. Fhe Chrifti 
jan therefore. :whileg orber 
— | dock:upon-hint wich piey an: 
fcorn, laughs {eerétly. to-him: 
felf in, his bofom. yds wel: 
Knowing there is. banc but he 
srulybappyss 3 ooo on 


be 
© «° 1 Pe 
ifrefi.- 


a cos 
It was an high and honor: 
able embafite, -whereon: the 
Angel Gabriel was; fens down. 
to the bleffedl: Virgin’ 5. that 
fhe fhould be the Mother:ot 
her Saviour: Neither was: 
that inferior of the glorious. 
|Angel that brought the joy- 
ful tidings of the incarnation. 
| and birth of the Sen of God,: 
to the fhepherds. of Reghte- 
hems, but:a fay more happy. 
tag a ‘errand 





.. | Select Thoughts;, 
immeranc. yeas that: which the, 
























Chi at agape ign td-the’ 
a5 tg Marses, «Gp to. my. brethren, 
pina id fay: 80 thew, I. afcend tomy | 
ays not Iam tifen; » ‘bet I 


¢Earth, whence he. atole ; 


"and: ‘chou; ht -oriely . On. that : 
dhe paver! w Poy he was: go : 


ve & be 
ol 


ne is. acs sy ACenhor 


lt hing but.difcomifore indeah, 


oi here had. been Little comfort 
hs 1aRefurreGion, withour an 
angfsceniion, tO. glory.., ‘There is, 
Af cap contentment in thevery aa, 
J alcend ; even nature is am- 
ae gitious ; taal ye do all cer 

| to 





4 is rd Jelus of ABET kis Refur?| 


oh wher, and your Father, and tg'| 
st God, and yourGod ; Lo, he 


~Pleend: sas if he had ‘faigor | 


spay. Ass there had beenno-. | 


i" Hthour a Refurrecion ;':fo | 
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Joh.20.17. 


[186 © Selece Thonghes, 
pen ane ioher:, astooon 


5 bae ch 
7 neigh i tike tive afcencom 
ccc, [infintee, J afbend sony Parker: 
7 | "Phere way the: glory: whic: 
[ile pac off in hisitiumble dn 
carnation 5 3. there wase th: 
ony which. he was now: te 
—el > and. poftefs: to al 


whites Cay. if’ Namge joe A 
ion could vive a likein- 
cr he puceeebvenpettr 
My Father’, and your Father; 
| my God; and your God! : His 
mercp Voncliflifes:r0- file. us 
Brethren; yet-the-diftanceis 
unmesfiirea le; Beewixthim, 
the Son of His cternal Bifence, 
and ustHenacuralkyswreeched. 
ye awit both h EleGion; 
» as if- both ‘he -and-we 
d be colteits of thefaime | 
____bleffed-: 








an 


? 
e 
eee 





7 Select Fhoughts. 


yangpbolted: Sr ede | 
I amety’ -meafive) he: cAty | 
rent fab 
snyFacher, then-yours 5 
pie = vt cherefore ours, becaufe | 
o pals ae istin him: shat we are: 
pdteds thatlweare adopteds. 
on thour him, God were not: 
yp pone ya: firanger., butan ene- 
‘Te is-theSon-thacmuft| 






















viel thar must miaite-us-fons.: Tf}: 
iad we behis, the: Father: cannot. 
sie] bue be-ours: 

Hl Orhe unfpeakable comfort 
a [xd happine’s oftachriftians 


i mre, e cannon bac iy? (with | 
is Jub) torhe werm,. Fhon art $784 - 
‘omy fit er s-int ins. 


yh mot baer’, 

«| firisual right; God'theSon 
(s|ayzqche Almighty, Thos art 
ee 





aM mabe. us free + Tt istHeSon} — 


a here authorized hinr-to }. 
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my: Father's And: it hatute’ 





Select Thoughts.. 


(hall, inregatd of our frail and 
dying condition , whinirigly 
fay), «J defoend to the grave, 


Faith, makes abundant ._ a- 


mends; in him:,' po can, as - 
cheerfully fay ,-J:4/tend to-my 
Father ;;, And what fon (that: 
is not altogether .gracelefs ) 
would not be glad to go to » 


his facher, though ‘it were to - 


a.meaner.honfe then his own? 
and therefore is ready to fay, 
I will defcend to my Father ; 
How much more, when his 


_{ many: Manfions are infinitely 


lomious; and' when. all our 


Appine(s confifts in his blefs- ; 
| ed:Prefence, .muft we needs | 


fay, with a joy. unfpeakable, 


and glorious, I afcend to my 


Father? 


- : , ee =, es 
a ¢t ‘ : 7 =C Cc 5 
: e od 
) 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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God made man -the lord of | . 
his Creatures ;. he. made him. 
inoc a Tyran ;: he gave the 
|, Greatures to man for his law~ 
‘ful-ufe, not for his. wanton . 
‘cruelty :. Man. may therefore 
lexercife his juft foveraignty ' 
‘over the ‘beafts of the: field, | 
and fowls of the air, ‘and. 
‘fifhes of the fea , not his law- 
‘lefs. will to their needlefs de- 
ftruction, or torment:: Had, 
|,;man made the Creature:, he 
‘could but-challenge an ablo+ 
lute dominion over that work 
OF his hands ;. but now: chat: 
| he is onely-a fellow: creature ) 
| to the meaneft worm , .What 
'\an infolent ufurpation is this, 
‘fo licentioufly.. ro: domineer 
over his. fellow-duft 2 Yea, 
. 3 N that 












io 


~—w ao 
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290 _ Select Thoughts. | 


{ that great God, who gaveas 
| Being to the creature , and: 
‘| cherefore hath. a full aad il- 
| limited power. over his own |; 
| workmanthip , takes no plea-,, 
| fareco make ufe of that power » 

to the unmeceffary vexarion, ; 
{and torture of what he hath :. 
{made : That all-wife and , 
| bountiful Creator, who hath . 
put intothehands of manthe , 
{ubordinate Dominion over | 
\all the ftore of thefe inferior |, 
\Elements , hath, made the |. 
limit of his command , not | 


ly, becaufe.he will, and put 
ir to pain becaufe it is his 
pieafure; he abufeth:his fo- 
veraignty to a finfal :imperi-| 

me S ou(nefs, 








a 


Fy oe 





|| Dith God take care for oxen ? | 

1]Can we think he meant to | 
{iqueftion the regard:thae God | 

Nhath rofoufeful a Creature ¢ | 
\|Dowe not hear the P/almist | °/-147-9. 
‘\\fay, He giveth to the beaft bes | 
‘|| fad, and to the young ravens: | 
‘|| shat ery 2 Do we not hear our | 
‘1 Saviour fay, That not a /par- 
| nw falls to the cround wethost 
‘|| mr heavenly Father? And of 
‘\}how much more value is an | 
+|Ox then many thoufands of | 

‘|| Sparrows ? Is not the fpeech | 
{therefore , both comparative |.” 
|| and typical ¢ Is the main care. 
‘|| that God takes in that Law; | 
-| |for provifion to be made for 
: N2 _ the 










‘Mat. 10.29. 








Pfal 104. 
; 21527328. 


+ Pro.12.10. 
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: the beaft s and doth he not 








Select Thoughts. — 


rather under that figure give 
order for the maintenance of 


thofe. {piritual Oxen , ° that 
Jabor inthe husbandry of: the 


Almighty ¢ Doubtlefs , as 
even the favage creatures, The 
young lyons feck their meat from 


-|God. ; fo they finde it-from 


him in due feafon ; He open- 
eth his hand and filleth every 


| creature with good: Is God 
fo careful for preferving, 


and {hall man be {o licentious 


: indeftroyingthem ? 4 righ- 


teeus man (faith Solomon) re- 


gardeth the Isfe. of bis beaft ; 


he is no better, therefore,chen 
a wicked man that regardeth 


\itnot : To offer violence to, 


and to takeaway the life from 
‘our fellow-creatures, without 
a caufe , is no lefS then tyran- 

ny : 


“ \and grinding the grain they 


\ny: Surely, no other meafure 


Preface apologies and excufes 


fhould a man offer to his 
beaft, then that, which if his 
beaft (with Balaams ) could 


expoftulate. with him, he 


could well juftifie to it ; no 
other, then that man ,; if he 
had-been made a beaft, would 


have: been content fhould | 


have been. offered by. man to 


him; no other then: he fhall | 
make. account toanfwer toa 
common Creator. ‘‘Juftly do | 
we fmile at the nicenefs of the. 


foolifhi Mamichees , who made 
{cruple to pull an herb or 
flower, and were ready to 
for the reaping of their Corn, 


fed upon, as if thefe Veget- 


ables ‘were fenfible of pain, | 


and capable of our oppreffion; 
N 


3 but. 





| 
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Select Thoughts. 
but furely, for chofe creatures |- 


which enjoying a fenfitive|. 
life, forgo it with nolefs an-|. 


lguifh and reluGation then]. 


ourfelves; and would be as| 


| willing to live, without harm, |. 


as their owners, they may | 


Jwell challenge both {uch |. 


mercy and juftice at our] 
hands , as that in the ufage 
of chem we may approve our 


lfelves co their Maker : Where- 


ed from the holier-rules of 


_ {charitable Chriftianity, 





For my part, let me rather 


— |affeand applaud the harm- 


lefS hu mor-oftrhat mif-called 
: : , Saint, 





Select: Thoughts, 





' 
' 
i 
| 


humility called every Woolf 


his brother, and every Sheep, | 
| yea, every Ant his fifter, fel- | 


|Nowing himfelf with every 


| ithing that had life in it, as}. 
| well ashimfelf, then the ty-| 
'lrnnical difpofition of thofe |, 
‘men whotake pleafiire inthe) 
abufe, perfecution, deftruci- | 


on of cher fellow: créatures, 


upon no other quatrel: eben | 


| |becaufethey lives: oo © 





Saint , who in an indifcreet} 
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Supernumeraries. 


‘Supernumeraries, 


: . 
. I 7 
° e . 





‘GseeeHere is a fatiery in 
& al all other (even. the} 
Cx Bee b hi rat I: 

els. beft) things that ! 





™™ either have, or.doe: 


2 Loan heeafily apt to complain | 
of being wearied., or cloyed 


with the fame objects but in! 
the thoughts of fpiritual, 
things , mce thinkes, I can 
never have enough : Foras 
there is infinite {cope and va 
riety of matter, wherein to. 


° ° . | 
employ my meditations, foin 


each one of them, there is. 


{uch marvellous depth, chat I 
fhould in vaine hope, afterall 
one, 
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